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3 To the Right Honourable, 

JOHNXordFaugban, 

Baron of Emlyn and Mollhiger, 

Earl of CJR<BER.% 

. AND 

Kt, of tfaeHon* lc Oridro^ the Bath. 

My Lord, # 

HE extraordinary Figure 
your Lordfliip makes in the 
foremoft Rank of our Nobi- 
lity , is too vifible to elcape 
the Obfervation of all Men ; 
if Dignity was now again to be the Reward 
of Vertue, as it originally was, your Lordr 
fhip has fo many undoubted Claims to it, 
that are fufficient to enoble the meaneft 
Extraction; Your wonderful and univerfai 
* Learning , your exquifite Judgment and 
Senfe, which makes you the laft Appeal 
of all Controverfies , whtrp Judgment, 
Wit and Learning have any fhare, will ju- 
ftifie my Affertion. But to have all thefe 




. The Epiftle Dedicatory* 

Noble Qualities illuftrated with an An- 
cient and Noble Stock, is a Merit that 
very few can boaft, and only you in that 
degree of Excellence. 

This I fljouM not dare to fiy from my 
felf, as incapable of comprehending Excel- 
lencies of which I am my felf unfumifh'd, 
but as/the Opinion of your Lordfhip's an- 
ient Friends, which is always the raoft (in* 
cere ; and I have an undeniable Teftimo- 
ny of this from the Judgment of a Gentle- 
man eminent for his Wit and Learning, as 
for his Refpeft and Friendfhip for your 
Lordlhip, whom I have heard lay more in 
yourPraife, my Lord, than I dare with 
my rude Pencil copy after him. 

The learned! and ingenious FonttneUe is 
the Author of this Book I moft humbly 
oflfer to your Patronage, which, as himfelf 
eonfeffes in the Preface, he took moftly- 
from the famous VsiuUkj a Dutchman. 
The Original was large and tedious : Our 
Author has left out all that might fweU 
the Bulk of his Book, without any mighty 
Improvement or Pleafure to the Reader, 
and lb has made this perhaps, tho* only a 
Copy , better than the Original. If the 
Author and Translator have done what 
may meet your Lordfhip's Approbation, 
Pm confident they will both conclude 

■ they 
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they have both beftow'd their Pains very 
agreeably, fince by that they muft be lure 
of a certain Fame from their Perfor- 
mance. 

This Edition fafling to my Province, I 
thought I couM do no greater Honour to 
both, than to flielter them under fo Glori- 
ous and Awful, a Patronage: To which, 
my Lord, if I durft, I wou'd fly my 
€&£ from thole Misfortunes that have too 
lately opprefs'd me. And here, my L o r d, 
J feel the moft fevere Influence of my Stars, 
that deny me Merit enough to hope it: 
But as Heaven looks with an equal Eye of 
Companion on all that want its Prote- 
ction, fo I hope fo very fair a Copy of .that 
great Original, will pardon me, when I 
prefume to offer both my felf and this 
Book to your Lordfhip, and to fubfcribe 
my felf, my Lord, 

Tour Lo r d s h i pV moft obedient 
' and mo& hatiAk Servant % 

. Sam. Br jsco e; 
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Hiftory of Oracles. 

OT long fince there fell into my- 
Hands a fmaU Book Written in 
~ Latin, fle OraCulis Ethnicorum, 
™ or of the He&thtn Oracles, com* 
tofedhy Mr, Vaii-lDate, Doctor ofPbjftti, 
And printed in Holland, in which 1 fount 
that tfc Author has firenuoufy refuted the 
commonly received tkfinioh, That the and- 
tatbrdclei Were delivered by Demons, and 
that they ceafed wholly at the corning of 
j k s ti s Ch r i $ ir. The whole Work of. 
feared to me to he fuB of Kjtowledge in A*fti~ 
ekity and profound Learning: Which 'gave 
pied great Curioftty tp translate it, that the 
jLadie'sand fh'oje Gentlemen, who do not much 
caret) 'riad Latin, might not be deprived of 

to agreeable and uftful a Difcovrfi. Bat J 

A-. »v*rk* wis -i*^r - .rr. »;?,' -/fit* 




The Preface. 

resetted,, that a Tran/fafion of this Book 
(tho y excellent jn its Original J would not be 
fo goody if too clofely turned into French : 
For Mr. Van-Dale wrote only for the Lean- 
ed , And had reAfon to negleft thofe Orna- 
ments And SoftneJJes which They do not e- 
fieem ; he cites a grejtt number of Pajfa^es 
very faithfully, And his Verfions Are wonder- 
ful ex Alt when he TranJUtesfrom the Greek ; 
he enters alfo into a Dtfcuffion of many Points 
of Criticifm, which , tho 7 they Are not always 
neceffary, yet they Are always curious ; And 
this he does* togratifie the Learned, who care 
little for flour ijbing Repetitions, Difcourfes 
of Morality, or p leaf ant Wit. 

Be fides, Mr. Van-Dale makef no difficulty 
very often to interrupt the Thread of his DiJ- 
tour fe,. and to introduce other things which 
prefent themfelves : And from one DigreJJi- 
on hefometimes paffesto Another, and jo per- 
haps to a third.~-*a£nd herein he does not a* 
mifs, fincethafe for whom he writes, 'm 'fit- 
ted for the Fatigue of Reading , and this 
learned Diforder does not at dti embarafi or 
perplex them* But thofe, for whom Idefign 
this Tranflation, would have been very ill ac- 
commodated, if I had tahn thif Method: The 
dies, and the major Part of the Men of this 
Country, are indeed more pleafed with the 
Graces and Turns of ExpreJJion and Thought 

tha» 
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than with the fnoft exaB Enquiries and pro* 
foundeft Arguments : And being very fond 
' of Eafe, they die fire to read Books written in a 
facile Method, that they may be the left obli- 
ged to a troublefome Attention. For this 
Reafon, 1 laid by the thoughts of Tranjla- 
ting, and thought it would be better , prefer- 
ving the foundation and principal Matter of 
the Work, to give it altogether another Form. 
And I confefy that noma* can extend this 
Liberty farther than I have done ; for I 
have changed the whole Difpofition of the 
Book, and have retrenched whatever appeared 
to me, either of too lifth Profit in it felf, 
or of too little Pleafure to make amends for 
that little Profit. I have not only added all 
the Ornaments I could think of, but many 
things which prove or clear up what is in 
quefiion upon the fame Subjeff, and the fame 
Pajfages, which Mr. Van-Dale furnifbed me 
Withal. I argue fometimes in a manner con- 
trary to his, and I have not been fcruputous 
to infert many Reafons wholly my own : In 
fine, I have new caH and mode Red the whole 
Work, and have put it into the fame Order 
*s Ifbould have done at fir & (to have p leafed 
wy particular View) hail hadfo much Kjfow- 
ledge as Mr. Van*Dale ; but, fince I am far 
from it, I have borrowed his Learning, and 
Wfttured to mske fife of my own wit and 



The Eritacb. 

fancy, (fab as it is,) to adorn M. AGpr 
fitould Ihaife faiPdto have Purfutd his Mt^ 
tbod, had I had to do with the jamPerfoms 
st be bad. And if it jbaM happen that tins 
*9ms to bit Kjwmedge t Lbefeecb him to fat- 
don the Liberty I have taken, fince it mil 
ferye to {bow the , Excellency of bis Book : 
for certainly what belongs M him, will JIM 

Sfear extremely fine, though it have faffed* 
rough my Hands. 

1 pave, lately learned two things, *>kitb 
have Relation to this Booh: The fir 3 otp 

•Forth. °f'fo traits called £ NouveUes, 
IJomh^oF &C or, News from ^e Common- 
*"- t6t6 - wealth Qf Utters, *hicb *, that 
Mr. Maebius, Chief of the Profeffors of Di- 
vinity at Leipfick, hot under taken to confute 
, Mr* Van -Pafc, J$ acknowledges indeed, 
ihat Oracles did not ceafe at' the Coming ef 
Jesus Christ, (which will be inM&u. 
table when we foal! k*V* ***W»sd that J&- 
'Mmi) but be wt\U by np means yiejfi, fiat 
JDtoflpns were not the 4tfhprs of Oracle?. 
$o that be bimfiif mfas a very cj?nfidera}(e 
InyafwnontkesmWfiQtkmit) W'llpWVg 
Oracles tp extvt&tiwfsm* MP*A %k tW 
aftbfComngofHut^^i M4 ifWiW' 

b J>mm> Hhtte Gkm 4 th Prim, 

cer^ 
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iertain. ihaf according to the ufual Accept** 
tion ofthefe two Notions, what defiroys the 
one extremely {bakes the other , or rather 
eptite ruins it: And this perhaps^ after the 
reading of this Book, wilt he readily acknow* 
ledged to be Jo. 

But what is more remarkable, is, that I 
found in the fame Book, that one of Mr. M** 
ojusV firongeB Reafons again ft Mr. Van* 
Dale, was, that God forbad the Ifraelitcs 
4 to confult Wizards and the Spirits ofPy- 
thon, whence he concludes that Vython, that 
is to fay ^Daemons, managed the Oracles, 
and thai it was by their Aid that the Ghoft 
* of Samuel was mad* to appear. Mr. Van- 
Bale may anfwer what he pleafes, but for mp 
p*rt, I dp fare, that under the Name of O- 
racles, I do not pretend to comprehend Msl- 
gffil^Jn* which it is not to be diluted but 
thai Vxmpns are concerned \ nor is it com* 
preheridedinwhatwe commonly under ft ani 
if the wbrf [Ojratife] not even according to 
the ieqct of 'the ancient Heathens, who on 
oneftdt regarded Oracles with Refpetf, as a 
f&of*™*** Religion r dnd on the other 
: lunih^dHonw as well at 

ijjfc Tg^and (ton/uli VNecronlancer, or 
firnt wt'hjf Theflalyy like EriSa wLu- 
<£ii, was not called, going to an Oracle ; and 
tfffe'mkrk'ii, this Difinft ion is true > even 

ascor- 
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decor ding to the common Opinion, which of* 
firms that Oracles ceafed at the Coming of 
Christ, and yet no Man cm pretend that 
. Magkk then ceafed. Sp that the Objection of 
Mr. Msbius makes nothing again ft me, if 
he take the word [Oracle] in its ordinary 
and natural Signification, as well ancient m 
modern. - 

The fecond thing I have to Jpeak of is 9 
that lam advert ifed that ihe reverend Father 
Thomafin, a Prieft of the Oratory, famous for 
fo many excellent Books, wherein he hasjcyned 
folid Piety to profound Learning, has taken 
from this Book the Honour of fir ft broaching 
this Paradox, by treating Oracles as meer 
Kjiavery (in his Book called, The Metho4 
of Study, and of Teaching the Poets tp 
Chriftian Children.) I confeJSI was a lit- 
tle troubled at this, but I pacified my f elf with 
reading the [twenty first Chapter of the ele~ 
wenth Book of this Method^ where I found 
nothing relating to my Opinion, fiave only 
that in the nineteenth Article, there are 4 
very fm words to the following Sence : Xhe 
true Reafon (fays he) why filence was 
impofed on Oracles, was, becaufe by tfie . 
Invocation of the Divine Word, truth'has 
, enlightned the World, and fpread abroad - 
abundance of Light far different fromuwhat 
ivas before, by which Men &re emapcipa* 

ted 



The Freiace. 
ted from the IUufions of Augurs *nd Aftro? 
log6rs, the Obfervati&i of the Entrails of 
Beafts, and the greateft part of Oracles : 
Which were indeed but Impoftures,where- 
by Men deceived one another with ob- 
fcure Words that bore a double Sence : 
In fine, if 'there were Oracles, in which 
the Devil fpoke, the coming or the Incdr* , 
note Truth condemned the Father of Lies 
to an eternal Silence. 'Tis however very 
certain that Demons were confulted, when- 
ever *Men had recourfe to Inchantments- 
and Magick, as Lucan reports of Pompey 
the Younger, and as the Scripture affures 
us concerning Saul. Pagree that in fuch a 
wot Treatije, which mentions Oracles but' 
the by (and that without any Defign of 
Marching into the depth of the Matter) it is 
enough to attribute the moft fart of Oracles • 
to the Contrivances and Deceits of Men, and 
tdmakea Quefiion whether there were any of 
them at aS, in which Daemons were concerned^ 
and to allow the Daemons no further lmploy- 
rnent than comes within the compafi of Incan- 
tations and Magick ; and, in fine, to prove 
that Oracles ceased, not becaufe the Son if 
God impofed Silence on *em, all of afudden, 
but becaufe the moft enlightntd Wits were, 
difabufed by the Publication of the Gojpel : 
Which fiill fuppofes that thofe Human Arti- 

fin* 
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'j&tlfi>*kt not be detjt&ed fo * -tittle J fate*. 
£faev& in nm Opinion a Qgfiion.. decided 
in Jo few words ought to he treated I of a-new, 
and that in all its natural Extent y without 
any Mm? s being offended by th$ Repetition} 
far 'fit putting i* ^reat > *hat the fVorl4J>df 
hitherto ftenvut only in Little ; and join lit* 
tie, tBat its Objefts are pane preceptihlf. ^ 

X know not whether it be permitted w to 
enlarge my Preface r by making a Jbort Obfer- 
motion upon the Stile Ijbatt ufe 9 which is ft* 
miliar , and after the manner of Corner jing : 
And I imagine that I entertain my Reader fo 
much the ^nore pleafingly x $ecaufe I mu3, 4$ 
it were,, dijptite with him ; And the . Matter 
which I have in Handy being often capable 
enough of beiqg turned into Ridicule, cnga- 
gedmein a Manner of Writing far different 
prom that of Sublime ; Jince I am of Opinion, 
that none ought to write loftily^ put ne that 
writes in. Defence of himfelfo it is Jo little 
natural. I confef y that the low Stile is yti 
fomething worfe, but there is a Medium of a 
very great Latitude ^ yet y# mighty, hard fa 
take that Pitch which is necejfary, and to keep 
Jleady to it. 
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MY Defign h not to gjhre you dire&- * 
ly an Hiflwry of Or*eks ; I only in- 
tend to argue agaiafi: that common 
Opinion which attributes 'em to 
Dmons, and will hare 'em to ceafc at the 
coming of Jefus Chrifl. In doing this 'tis ne* 
(eflk^jr that I ran through the whole Hiftory . 
of Qractis, that I unfold their Originals, their. 
Erogrefs, the different Manners in which they 
were delivered i andlaftly, their Decay, with 
•the ftnae Exa&nefs as if I were in theft Mat* 
-fcers purfuing the Natural and Hiflorical Or- 
der. 

It is not at all furprizing, that Philofophers 
Jhou'dhavefo much trouble in finding out the 
-Secrets of Nature , her Principles being fo 
hidden that 'tis ra&nefs in Men to think to 
difcover 'em. Bat when we have no more to 
do, but to enquire whether the Qrnsks were a 

L Trick 
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Trick and Artifice of the Heathen Priefts, or 
not, and at what time they ceas'd, Where lies 
the Difficulty ? Cannot we that are impofed on 
every Day T imagine how far other Men may 
have been Deceivers, or deceived ? But efpe- 
ciaHy when the whole matter turns upon the 
time when Oracles ceafcd, Where cfcn tlieTMf- 
ficulty be ? There are many Books that treat 
of Oracles •, let us fee therefore in what time, 
or in what Age the bib Oracles^ of which we 
have any knowledge, were deliver'd. 

Mfcri are not williilg It fuflfcr the Dedfien cf 
tMngs to be toto eafie, and therefore they 
mftigle their own Prejudices with Truths, and 
fo create greater Perplexities than are natural- 
ly found therein ; and thofe Scruples, which 
our ftlvcs frame, give us the ntoft pain to un- 
tangle* And in my Opinion this Bufinefs of 
(backs hath no confidence Difficulty in it, brit 
what we our felves have raifed. It is in its 
ewn Nature, a matter of Religion amongft the 
ffcgaus, and become fo without any Neceffity 
imongft Cbriftians^andon both fides it is load* 
ed with Prejudices which obfeure the eleareft 
Truths. 

I confefs that Prejudices are not in them** 
Selves common to a true as well as a falfe Reli** 
gioh • for they reign chiefly in the falfe, which 
» only the Contrivance of ftumane Wit •, but 
*a the true (which is the Produdfen of God 
<alane) there wou'd none be ever found, if Htf- 
ataae Wit caa'd be prevented from intertrred* 
ting and miking fometfeing of its own with it ^ 
f<x*ft ite new Intentions at* but Prejudices 
Without ground, and it is notable to add any 

thing 
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thing real or folid to the great Work of God. 
N e mU i cl c fs , theft rtejadi e es thai ww « th* 
true Religion, ?re, as f may fty , fo cl o fcly in - 
terwoven with it, that they have drawn that 
Refpeft to tfaemjftv* frhfoh i* faty fa to the 
true Religion ; and w^e dare not find fealt with 
the One, for tear of attacking at the lame time 
ft«ttetWpgtbati$h»Jy^thtOt^r. Idoijot 
reproach this Excefs of Religion in thojfe that 
are capable of difcerning, bigftflfrtf pftjfe it} 
yet whatever Commendations they may de- 
ferve, we cannot bat confefs, that a }uft Me* 
4ftm is much the feftft Coarfe) an* that it fJ 
more reafonaWe to remove Eita* frwn Truth, 
than to venerate Em»r becaufeitw mlfUvrith 
Truth. ChrilKanfcy has %«en always able to 
ftand of fts fltf without fatfe Pfoc* ; hit h It 
atprefcntTendred more lb than e*er, toy *&• 
Fains the great Men of this Age H*t taken «ft 
ertaWifh it on trae FoimdattoiM •vtffhgftate* 
Power, and Force than ever the Ancients dkty 
and we ought to be filPd with fo ^Confi- 
dence of oar Reiigipn, a$ to reje&att fatfe Jrfk. 
vantages, tho* tfceymaybe ofefulto a weafcer ' 
Party; , Having laid this foundation, l ad» 
vance boldiyto prove, That bracks, of What 
fiature foever, were not deHverM by &***m. 
and that they did not ceafe at the coming -w 
jefnsChrift. Each of irhfch Poinds dtferol 
apartioilarpifaoarfe. 
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The Firft Difcourfe, 

That Oracles were not given by 
Daemons. 



IT is certain, that there are D*mm, evil 
Genii, and Spirits condemn'd to eternal 
Punifhment. Religion teaches us that j 
and if fo, then our Reafon muft tell us, 
that thefe Demons might have animated Sta- 
tues, and delivered Oracle*^ if God had per- 
mitted them fo to do. We are therefore only 
to inquire whether they had fuch Permiffion or 
not. 

'Tis only then a Matter of Fa& which is in 
difpute ; and this Matter of Faft depending 
wholly on the Will of God, it is certain, that 
it would have been revealed to us, if the 
knowledge thereof were ncceflary. But the 
Holy Scriptures do not teach us any where, 
that Oracles were deliver'd by Demons j and 
therefore we are at liberty to chufe which fide 
we will take in this matter j for it is of the 
number of thofe things that the Divine Wif* 
dom has thought fit to leave to our own Deri- 
fion. 

{lew it is agreed on by the whole World, 
that there was ibmething fupernatural in Or*- 
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f Us i the reafon of which is eafily found, as to 
what regards the prtfent Age: For finceit 
was believed in the firft Ages of Christianity, 
that Oracles were delivered by Damons^ this 
feems a fufficient caufe for us to believe it 
now ; for whatever was the Opinion of the 
Ancients, pod or bad, it was always favou- 
rably received.; and what they themfelves. 
cou*d not prove by Sufficient Reafons, is in our 
Bays prov'd by their Authority alone. If 
they forefaw this, they did very wefijjot to 
give themfelves the trouble of reafoning too 
nicely. But let us inquire after the Reafons 
which obliged the Primitive Chriftians to be- 
lieve, that Oracles had fomething fupernatural 
in 'cm \ and we (hall afterwards tryLwhethcr 
they were found and folkl, or not. 
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iMt believed tbM Oracles mU dttiv&sd 
tybxmam,; 4ndt1*furfr**MW(farM 

lltiqafey U ftflof abirtdaiice of vfott* 
tfitfti tti&otfa and 5 Oracles wMfcfc, 
ailtis MfarM, mtrft nee&bfc at, 
^trfbirted to Stoiritt : l wiil tfefcte 
fbme few fetimt>^ whidi ftatt fenre for a 
Tafte of what the refi: were : 

All the Worid knows what happen'd to the 
Pilot Thamus: His Ship being one Evening 
pear certain Iflands in the t/Egean Sea, the 
Wwds were hvQtfd oa « ftdien, ami the 
Waves ceas'd their motion ; all the Paflengers 
were awake, and the grcateft part of 7 em paf- 
fing their time in drinking one with pother, 
when on a fudden they heard a Voice, which 
»ntefto©the lflands, and call'd aloud, Tha* 
mus. r*4iwwfuffer'dhimfelfto be call'd thrice 
before he returned an Anfwer, and then the 
Voice commanded him, that when he did ar- 
rive at a certain place, he ihould cry out* 
That the great P«i was dead. There was not a 
Man in the Ship who was not feiz'd with F?ar 
>nd Dread at thefe Words j ' and they all con- 
ioltfi «*&«% Thaws ought pbey the Voice 



or not } but Thamat refblvtf that if when they 
were arrived, at the appointed ptece, thercj 
were Wind enough to Sail onwards, lie would 
pafs by without faying any thing *, but if a 
Calm happep'd tQ keep him thcrc^ he then 
would acquit himfelf of the Order be had re- 
wind. And fo fifldUig himfelf to be furpriz'd 
♦rath a Palm in that very pl*e«, he 6ryM out 
with all Jjis force. That the Great ?a» was dead. 
toce : had he gprcn Qter fpe^kwgj but they 
heard from every fide Groans and Complaint* 

Sofa, »*#, tynitilfld* ftrpri?'d and affii&cd 
'this News.. All thofe who were in tht 
SWjp v<re Witaeflcs of this Accident \ the 
Fapie of which fpread it feff in £ little tfcne^ 
as fir as Home ; and the Emperor. Tiberius ha- 
ving a delire to Fee TMmus himfetf, aflembkd 
a great number of fagan Priejb tp know at 
them who this great Pan was, and it was con- 
cluded, that he was the Son of Mercury <lv& 
Pemtyt* Thus wPlHt4rch\ Dialogues (where 
he treats of the Cefiation of Oraetes) Cleom* 
fa-otHs tells this Story, and lays he had it of 
Mfitberfis his Gramniar-maft.er f who was in 
the Ship with Thymus when this Wonder hap* 
pjmU 

73w#wasaKin§of 'Jfrjp, wbofe a*** 
Entire extended it fel? as far as 
the Ocean; It U he who (?s they faid) gavt 
tlje Name of Thule .to the IXle novy called 16- 
land. His Empire f caching thither was of a 
Jargp ^ctefit^and the King pu(N up with 
Prwje jat hi? £uccefs and PrQfperity went to thf 
fitrack of Serms y and thus be f^e to it ; Tho/t 
that art the dod of fiire y and who 1 fjwernett : **jf 

L 4 Ceurf* 
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Courfe of the Heavens , teK me the Truth : W4S 
* there ever i or will there ever be one fo Puiffant as my 

Mf 

The Orach anfwer'd him tjras ; 

' fir if God, then the Word apd Spirit, all uni 

ting in one % whoje Power cm never end. Go henct 
immediately, Mortal, fvhofe Life is always un- 
certain. And Thulis at his going thence had hi* 
Throat cut. 

V pufebius has colle&ed from the Writings of 
forphyrus theft following Qracks : 
n j. Groan, ye Tripooes, Apollo leaves you ^ 
tat is forced to leave yon by a Cekfiial Light. Ju- 
piter has been, is, and ever will be : Oh, great Ju- 
piter ! Aids I my famous Qracles are no more. ; 

' £. The Voice can return no more to the Priefr* 
ejf, Jhe is condzmrtd to Silence. Make fitch Sacri* 
fees to Apollo, m art worthy of a God. 

* 3. Vnhappy Prieft, (faid Apollo Jo one of hi$ 
priefts) interrogate me no more concerning the Hob 
father, his only Son, nor the Spirit, which is the 
Soul of all things : It is this Spirit that chafes mf 
for ever fioni thefe Abodes. 

Auguftus, now grown old, and de* 
clpfaZf^ 'figitfng to ?hufe a Sutfeffor, went to 
QtdnmJ. confult the Oracle of Delphos. The 
* Oracle returned no Apfwer, altho* 
Aug ufius spared xjo Sacrifice j but in the end h$ 
jdrew from it this following : 
i The Hebrew Infant, to iohom aB the Gods, pan 
Obedience , chafes me hence ^nd fends rfte into. Pica, 
Therefore quit this Temple, ibitfoui freaking anv 

port* ' - v ' * " v 4 
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It is cafie to fee, that upon the Credit of 
fnch like Hiftories, they gipufid their Opinion, 
who fay, that Damons employed themfelves ia 
•jrcdno&nciflg Oracks. This great Pais (who 
4ied in the Reign of T^micr, as well as Jefus 
Chrift) is the Matter and Prince of the Damons^ 
whofe Empire was ruined by the Death of a 



God fo faving \o the Univerfe : Of ? if this 
JExplanation do not pleafe you, (for I hope we 
may withoift Impiety give different Solutions 
of the fame thing, altho* it be of a religious 
Concern) this great Pan wasjefus Chrift him- 
felf : Whofe Death cauftd fo general a Grief 
and Conftewation among the Damons , whd 
. from that time could no more exercife their 
Tyranpy over Mankind : Thus a way has been 
found out to give a double Account who this 
great Pan was. 

Could the Oracle delivered to King ThnUs 
(mOradeio pofitivc concerning the Holy Tri- 
nity) be a Humane Fi&ion? H6w could the 
Prieft of Straps have divined fo great Myfte^ 
ry, unknown then to aD the World, and even 
to the Jews themfelves ? 

If thefe Oracles were delivered by Priefts, 
,who were Importers, what Could oblige them 
to difcredit themfelves, and publifh the Cef- 
fetion of their own gainful Oracles f Is it nefc 
vifible, that God forced Damons to bear Wfc- 
pefs to the Truth? Befides, why did the tt- 
r*c/e/ ceafe, if they were only deliver'd by 
J>rie#s? - j 



# 
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ThfetuU Resfo* vthy the Prfmtpv* Ck*k> 
fiians believed that Oracles ttere fuftrn** 
turd j and the Agreement of thu Of inicm 
with the $jftm cf GhiflH&j. 

Tta* there ar$ Dmom bring wee allowed 
by Chriftianity* it was natural and eafip 
eaough to attribute to them the Ability of 
performing any thing that i$ Great and won* 
JUrful, and not to rcfufe them the Power of 
delivering Or*fk* ? and effe&ing any other Pa- 
gan Miracle^ which feezed to ttyve need of 
their ACftance> Afld thus the Ancients laved 
themfelvcs the trouble of entrimg into a ftrid 
Iwqpiry about Matter* which would be tedi- 
Hm and diffiult t For all that was fuprizing 
and extrawdinaw, w*s without any more ado 
afcribed to tfccfe Demons .•• And this alone 
tbf]jy thought a ibffkient Confirmation of their 
Exutence, and of the Religion it felf that war* 
suited it. 

Moreover, It i$ certain, that about the time 
Of the Birtfc of Jejfw Chcift, tfeere is often men r 
tion made of the Ceffation of Oracles even in 
fraphane A»tbo«. Now, why this time ra* 
Iher than any otiwt , was deftinicd for tbp Cef- 
Atkmaf thpntfe wy *aftty m^eout, accor<J- 
ing to the Syftcm of the Chriftian Religion* 
God had chofen his People out of the Jewilh 
Nation, and left the Empire of the reft: of the 
Wtfrid Jo Damons till the coming of his Son *, 

■■"■'" *Wt- 



tat fcfctt, ** d»prt«* tfcow of that Power, 
whkh fcafore he permitted them to have: IBs 
Wfll <hett was, that Sil ihouM fobroit tfcem- 
fHvw^ JWItoChtift $ and that aetfeingftoulit 
hinder tfeoEftabttfbHiertt of hiis tttagdwaorer 
ajf fl^Vtortd. Thero is foch a fort of Hap- 
pineftmlhB Taught, that I do not wonder 
ft Im-mte f^pm a Fwgrefe. Tbfc k one 
tff thofclftlag* «» the tfttth of which we ft 
cafil* **oo*I, *nd wliteb $^«fcd*d «$, be- 
c«ft #t «* w«Hhg to fteliwev 
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fib liittf Jtfl^tf* </ *** fmmtpvt Chrh 

[Ever anyWofop'hy was ft A-ta-mde^ 9$ 
J that of F&o during the firft Ages of the 
JWiwfc J The Pagan* toterefted thentfeives a- 
toongft ell the different Sefts of Kiilofophers, 
bwtfte Conformity which Ibtoh was frond to 
have wiJjb^eUgloa, wade aJmoft all the know- 
ing Chrlfcians of that Sett. Thence came the 
m$»ty Efteem theyfcad of Hi«> ; they look- 
ed npou him as a lort of Prophet who had 
fore-told itiajiy important Points of Chriftia* 
nfcy, especially that of the Holy Trinity - 9 
(whjch lire cannot deny to he clearly enough 

gotaifl«d.in his WrUinsa :) Nay,theywcnt fe 
rasto taks his Works for Comments on &* 

- Scrip* 
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Scripture * and to conceive the Nature of tbt 
Ww4\ as he conceived it. He reprefentcd 
God to elevated above his Creatures, that he 
did not believe that they were immediately 
made by his Hands ; and therefore he put be- 
tween them and him this Wori^ as a degree by 
which the Anions of God might pais down 
to them : The Ghriftians had the like Idea of 
Jefus Chrift : And this may perhaps be the 
Reafon why no Herefce has been more general** 
ly received and maintained with greater Heat 
than Arrianifm ♦ 

This Platonifm then .(which ftems to Honour 
the Chriftian Religion by countenancing it) 
was very fall of Notions about Damons : And 
thence they eafily jjafs'd into' that Opinion 
which the pld Chriftian? had of Oracles. 
• PUto laid that Damta were of a middle 
Hatnre, between Go& and Man ^ that they 
were the aerial Genii appointed to hold Com- 
merce, between God and us j that altho' they 
were near us, yet we cou'd not fee them j th#fc 
they penetrated into all opr Thoughts ; that. - 
they had a Love for the Good ancl a HatredL 
for the Bad^ and that it was tor tlteir Honour 
that fuch variety of Sacrifices, and ^o many 
different Ceremonies were appointed : But it 
does not at all appear, that Plato acknowledg- 
ed any evil Damons^ to which might be attri- 
buted the management of the Illufions or Or*- 
tks. Plutarch, notwithftanding, allures us, that 
Plato wa^not ignorant of them i and amongfl: 
' ' tfis PUtonkat Philofophers, the 
^SSSo& thingis out of doubt. *£/^^ 
tt£ 4, u * / in h\$£va*gclical f refactions, re* 
' : citW 
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cites a great number of Paffages out of Porr 
phyriHs,:w\itxt the pagan Philosopher allures 
us, that evil Demons are the Authors of En- 
chantmeafe, Philtres and WitcA-crafts •, that 
they cheat our Eyes with Spedres ? Fantoms 
and Apparitions ; that Lying is effential to their 
Nature ; that they raife in us the greateft part 
'of bar Paffions j and that they have an Am* 
bition to pafs with us for Gods -, that their 
aerial and Spiritual Bodies are nourilhed with 
Suffumigations, and with the Blood and Fat of 
Sacrifices ; and that 'tis only thefe that imploy 
themfelves in giving Oracles^ and to whom this 
Task fo full ef Fraud is affign'd : In fliort, at 
the Head of this Troop of evil Damons he pla- 
ces Hecate and Serapis. , v 
JambUchas^ another Vlatonift^ has Jf^^? 
faid as much. And the greateft part ^logics. 
of thefe things being true, theChri- , 
ftians received them all with Joy, and have 
.added to them befides a little of their own : 
As for example, That the Damons ftble from 
the Writings of the Prophets fome Knowledge 
of things to come} and fo got Honour by it 
,i^ their Oracks 

. This Syftem of the anciant Chriftiaiis hd 

this Advantage, that it difcovered to the Pa- * 

- gans by their own Principles, the Original 6f 

their falfe Worftup, and the Source of thole 

Errors which they always embraced. They 

were perfwaded that there was fomethingfu- 

pernatural in their Oracles ; and the Chriftians, 

who were always difputing againft them, did 

not defire to confute this Opinion. Thus by 

I Damon* (which both Parties believed to be 

; ' ' *oa- 
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concerned in the Grades J they explicated att 
that was ftjxrnatnral lh them. They ac- 
knowledged indeed that this fcfrt of ordinary 
Miracles were wrought in the Pagan Religion* 
tnrt then they ruined this Advantage again, by 
imputing them to fetch Authors as evil Spirits* 
Aim this way of convincing, was more ftort 
tod eafie, tham to contradtft the Miracle itfej£ 
by a long Train of Enquiries and Arguments. 
Thus I nave given yon the manner few that 
Opinion which the firft Ages of the Church 
bad of the Pagan Or asks y was grounded ; I 
might to the three Reafbns, which I have al- 
ready brought, add a fourth of no kfs Au- 
thority perhaps than thofe ; that h, That in 
the Snppofition of (hacks being given by JR*. 
mmm+ there is fomethmg miraatious : And if 
we confider the Humour of Mankind a littte, 
we Hull find how much we are taken with any 
diing that is miraculous. But 'I do not intend 
to enlarge my felf on this Reflection ; for thofe 
that think upon it, will eafily believe me, and 
thofe that do not, will perhaps give it no Cre- 
dit, notwithftaading all my Arguments. 

-Let us now exkmine the feveral Reafons 
which Men have had to believe Or asks to be 
typenjatoral. 
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C h a*. IV. 

Tbdt the furfrizing Hiflorirs «f Ottcfeft 
otght to bt ftfotted. 

i 

rr is very difficult to girt an Accouftt of 
thofc Stories and Orscles which we hare 
mentioned, without having Recourfc to D4- 
wwf/. But the Queftion is, Whether they be 
true? Let us be aflurcd of the Matter of Fad, 
before we trouble.ourfelves with enquiring in- 
to the Gaufe. It is true, that this Method is 
too flow and dull for the greateft part pf Man- 
* kind, who runnatprally to the Caufe, and pais 
over the Truth of the Matter of Fad, but for 
my part, I will not be fo ridiculous as to find 
opt a Graft for what is not. 
This kind of Misfortune happened fo plea* 

1 fantly at the end of the iaft Age, to fome 
learned Germans^ that I cannot forbear fpe*~ 
king of it : c In the Year 1593* there was a 
44 Report, that the Teeth of a Child of Silt- 
mt fi* of {even Years old, dropp'd out, and 
*' that one of Gold came m the Place of one 
44 of his great Teeth, fkrfims, a Phyliciaa 
44 in the Univerfity of Hdmjhul, wrote, in 
44 the Year 1 595, the Hiftory of this Tooth- 
44 and pretends that it was partly natural, and 
44 partly miraculous, and that it was fent from 
44 God to tfeb Infant, to comfort the Chri- 
4 ' ftians who were then afflifted by the Turks. 

\ Now fanfie to your felf what a Confol?tioa 
this was, and what this Tooth could fignifie, 

f either 
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either to the Chriftians or the Turks. In the 
feme Year (that this Tooth might not warit 
for Hiftorians ) one RoUndus wrote a Book of 
it; Two Years after, Ingdfktttrw, another 
learned Man, wrote againft the Opinion of 
RoUndus concerning this Golden Tooth j and 
RoUndus prefently makes a learned Reply. A- 
nother gre# Mail,, named Libavins^ collefted 
all that had been faid of this Tooth, to which 
he added his own Opinion. In fine tneir want* 
ed nothing to fti many famous Works, but on*- 
ly the Truth of its being 3 Golden Tooth. 
For when a Gold-fmith had examined it, fie 
found, that it was only a thin Plate of Gold 
fix'd to the Tooth with a great deal of Ar$. 
Thus they firft went about to compile Books, 
and afterwards they confulted the Gold-fmith. 
Nothing is more natural than to do the 
fame thing in all other cafes. And I am not 
fo convinced of our Ignorance by the thing* 
that are, and of which the Reafons are un- 
known, as by tfiofe which are not, and for 
which we yet find out Reafons. That is to 
fay, as we want thofe Principles that lead us 
to Truth, fo we have thofe which agree ex- 
ceeding well with Error and Falfehood. 

Some learned Phyficians have found out the 
reafon why places under Groiind are hot in the 
Winter and cool in the Summer ; and greater 
Phyficians have fince difcover'd that they are 
not fo. - . 

• Hiftorical Enquiries are much more liable 
to thb Error : For when we argue from what 
is faid in Hiftory, what Affuran^es have we 
that thefe Hiftorians have never been byafled, 

nor 
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nor credulous, nor mifinform'd, nor negli- 
gent ? Tis neceflary therefore that we Ihoulfl 
look coit for one, that has been an Eye-witnefs 
of all thofe things of which he writes, uocon* 
cern'd by Intereft, and diligent r But efpeci* 
ally when Men wjite of ftch Matters of Faft, 
,4s have a relation to Religion, it is very hard 
not to favour ( according to the Party of which 
they are) a falfe Religion with thofe Advan* 
tages that are not due to it j or not to give a 
true one thofe falfe Afliftances of. which it has 
no need : And yet we may be atfured that w« 
can never add more Truth to what is true al* 
ready, nor make that true which is falfe. 

Some Chriltians in th? firft Age, for want 
of having been convinced of this Maxim, have 
fuffer'd themfelves, in favour of Chriftianity, 
to introduce Suppofitions bold enough, which 
the founder part of Chriftians have been fain 
afterwards to difown. This inconfiderate Zeal 
has produ^d a great number of Apocryphal 
Books, to which were given the Names of Pa* 
gan or Jewtfh Authors •, for the Church, ha* 
ving to do with thefe two forts, of Enemies, 
what was more advantageous to her than tQ 
fight 'em with their own Weapons, by pro* 
during Books, which, tho* made as was pre* 
tended, by their own Party, were written fl** 
verthelefs very much in favour of Christianity ? 
. Put whilft they ftfained the Point too fer> t» 
draw from thofe Counterfeit Works fome very 
jgreat Benefit to their Religion,, thty gained 
none at all ^ for the Clearnefs of the manner, 
in which they were written, betray'd them i 
mi qw Myfterjesare therein fo plainly unfold- 
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*d, tfiat the Prophets of the Old and NeW Te- 
ifenrfent understood nothing in companion of 
thofe JfeVriQr and 1 Pagan Authors. And which 
tfay fdever Men turn themfelve* to fave the 
Reputation of thofe Books,, they wffl find 1 in 
tfteir' tob #reat Glearnefs a Difficulty not to be 
flirmonnted. If fome Ghfiftians fathered fpu- 
rfous Bboks on Pagans afid Jews, Hereticks 
found the way of doing the like on the Ortho- 
dox. Tfherff was nothing to be met with but* 
ftMfe Gof$els y felfeEpifHes of the Apoffles, and 
felfe MiftOrieS of their Lives ; and nothing but 
anEffeft of the Divine Providence could have* 
feparated the Truth from fa many Apocry- 
jftki Works, ;^as confounded it. 

tf Some great Men of the Church have fome- 
twies beefl deceived either by the fpurioiis 
Works of Hereticks farthered upon the Or- 
thodox, Of by what the Chriftians father upon 
the jews j but oftendft by the latter. For they 
feldom examine _ffri&ly. enough that which 
feems favourable to Religion ; the Heat with 
which they coitteft for fo good a Cauft, not 
giving thefrf the lfeifure to make a good Choice 
fif thfeir Weapons. This is the reafon that 
i tie$ have hapned foitietimfcs to make ufe of the 
Bboks of theSibylsy orof thofe of ffermesTrif- 
megijfksj King of Eg/ ft. 

. We do not intend by this to weaken the Au- 
thority, or to lefleii the Wetit of thofe great 
Men. For after we (hall have examin'd all the 
trrors, ( into which perhaps fh^y have fallen 
bn fome certain Subje&s,) there will yet re- 
main abundance of fdlid Reafonings, and very 
cujious Difcoveries, which are worthy of our 

higheft 
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highcft Admiration. And if, with the true 
Proofs of our Religion, they have left us others , 
which may be fufpefted, it is our part to re- 
ceive that only which is legitimate ^ and to 
pardon their Zeal, who have furnifhfd us with 
more Proofs thaij there was any neceflity for. , 
I am not at all furpriz'd that this fame* Zeal 
has convinced 'em' or the truth of I know not 
how many Oracles^ advantageous to their Re- 
ligion, which patted for currant in the firft A- 
ges of the Church. The Authors of the Books 
df the Sifyhj and thofe of Hermes Tripnegijt$ts % 
were alfo probably the Authors of thefe Ora- 
cles j at left it was more eaiie to feign them, 
than to counterfeit intire Volumes. The Hi- 
ftory of Thamns is originally Heathen, and yet 
Enfebius and other great Authors have given it 
the Reputation of being believ'd. It is imme- 
diately followed in Plutarch with a Relation fix 
ridiculous, that it will be lufficient wholly to 
difcredit the other : For Demetrius lays there, 
that the moft part of the Iflands'near England 
are defert, aud confecrated to Damons and He- 
roes } and that he, being fent by the Emperor 
to difcover thefe Iflands, chanced to land upoa 
one of thofe that were peopled, and that, a 
little time after his arriyal, there happejn'a a 
Tempeft and terrible Claps of Thunder and 
Lightning, which made the People of the 
Country conclude that fome one of their Prin- 
cipal Damons was dead j becaufe their Deaths 
were always attended with fomething ftrangc 
and horrible. To this Demetrius adds, That 
one of thofe Iflands wa$ the Prifon of Satnm % 
who was kept there by Briareus. and was buri- 

Uz . td 
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ed in aprofound Sleep (which methinks Ihould 
render the Cuftody of the Giant very needlefe) 
incompafs'd with an infinite number of Da- 
mons lying at his feet as Slaves. # 

Has not Demetrius made a very curious Rela- 
tion of this Voyage ? And is it not pleafent 
to fee fuch a Philofopher as Tlutarch coldly re- 
late to us fuch wonderful things? It is not 
without reafon that Herodotus is efteemed the 
father of Hiftory j and all the Greek Writers 
of that kind are on that account his OfiMpnng, 
and partake of his Genius. They have fome- 
what of Truth, but more of wonderful and 
amufing Stories. But let it be how it will, it 
were fufficient almoft to refute the Hiftory of 
Thamtts (tho' it had no other Defect) to have 
been found in the fame Treatife with the De- 
mons of Demetrius. 

But befides this, it cannot receive a reafona- 
ble Jnterpretation. For if the great God Pan 
were a Damon, could not the Damons have lent 
one another an Account of one of their Deaths, 
without employing Ihamu* to that end ? Have 
they no other way of informing one another 
of News ? And, on the other fide, can they 
be fo imprudent as to difcover to Men their 
' Misfortunes, and the Weaknefs of. their Na- 
tures ? God compell'd 'em, perhaps, you will 
fay. Then God had fome defign in doing fo : 
But let us fee what fdllow'd thereupon \ there 
: was no Perfon that was converted from Paga- 
nifm by having heard of the Death of the great 
Qod Tan. It was declared that he was the Son 
of Mercury and Penelope, and , that it was not he 
that was acknowledged in Arcadia for Supream 
♦ God 
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God of all (as his Name imports) and there- 
fore tho'the Voice had named him the Great 
P*», yet he was uuderftood to be but the Little 
Pan, whofe Death was of no great Conse- 
quence, and there did not appear any confider- 
able Regret fot it. 

If this great Pan were Jefus Chrift, the D*- 
mms would not have told to Men News of a 
Death fomuch to their Advantage, unlefs God 
had compelVd them to it. But what's the Ef- 
fect of all this ? Did any one underftand the 
Kame of Pan, in its true Sence ? Plutarch liv'd 
ia thefecond Age of the Church, and yet no 
Peribn then knew that fan was Jefus Chrifi: f 
who died in Judea. 

The Hiftory of Thnlis is related by Said* 
(an Author who heaps up a great many things, 
perhaps ill enough chofen) his Oracle of Se- 
rapU is reproach'd with the fame Fault, as the 
Books of the Sibyls j that is, of , being too 
clear concerning our Myfteries. And far- 
ther, we are certain that this Tknlis^ King of 
Egypt was not one of the Ptolemies j and what 
then will become of the whole Oracle, if Sera- 
fis were a God firft brought into Egypt by * P/o- 
lowy, who fent for him out of Pantos, as many 
learned Men pretend from very ftrange Proba- 
bilities ? At leafl: it is certain that Herodotus^ 
yyho has written fo plentifully about old Egypt, 
does not mention Serapis, and that Tacitus re- 
counts at length how, and why one of the ?tt~ 
lomies brought from Pontus the God Serapis, 
that was then known no where elfc. 

The Oracle, #id to be give& to MjpftMs con*- 
M j ceroiug 
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cerning the Hebrew Child, is by no means to 
iSe received. .Cedrems cites Bufebitts for it i but 
at this day thef e ife no foch thing to be found 
there. It is ntft impoffible that Credrenus 
fhould make a felfe Citation, or ftould cite 
fome Work not rightly attributed to Enfebius : 
He has thought fit to relate, upon the Credit of 
certain counterfeit Hiftories of St Peter, which 
pafs'd for currant in his time, That Simon the 
Magician had at his Door a great Dog, which 
devourM all thofe that his Matter would not 
have enter-, and that St. Peter coming thither 
tb fpeak with Simon, commanded the Dog to 
gtf and tell his Matter in Humane Language* 
That Peter, the Servant of God, would fpeak 
with him : The Dog went and performed that 
Command, to the great Amazement of Ibch 
as werte then with Simon. But Simon, to fliew 
that he could do as much as St.' Peter, bid th$ 
Dog go and tell him, That he might enter : 
whifch the Dog immediately did. Hence youi 
may fee what it is that the Greeks call Writing 
ef Hiftory. Cedreniis Hytd in an ignorant Age. 
when the Liberty of writing Fables was joyned 
with the generarinclination of the Greeks to* 
wards 'em. 

But tho* Euftbms, in fdme Work of his, 
which has not cotne down to us, had effe&ually 
Ipoke of the Oracle of AHgHftm, yet we find 
Bufebms liimfelf is fometimes deceived ; of 
which there are good Proofs. The firft De- 
fevers of Chriftianity, J^fiirh Tertultian, The* 
ophilw. Tartan, would they have laid nothinjg 
of aft Oracle fomuch in Favour of their Relk 
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gion? Had they fi> llittlc Zeal as to *& 4den ~ 
ncgted a thing of fuqh Advantage ? smd^^i 
but eren * thofe that rgivc us \this-G- ***•• 
rmk „ ifoiX ,it hy adding, That Ah$$# in his 
&ejbocn to tfow, built : in -tfce Capitol an Altar 
fflufih this ttnfaoiptkm, 72* * the Jltarof the on* 
fy Son (or Eldest Son) of God. Where had he 
*ltt Idea of thisoafySonrfif God, of which the 
Qr&icmakts no n*ention? In*ihort, th^t which 
is moft otafenrable, k, that dttyfins alter 'the 
Voyage be made into GV&re, Msoeteeb Years 
before the Birth of jeliis Chrift, never return- 
ed to Rome - 7 (but allowing that be did, /he was 
aot then in an Hpmonr to ere& Altars to any 
Cad but bimfetf : For he fyflfered .*<&&„, 
not only the* JfmnUMsto radfe £>»*<,*£ 
Altars to ton, and teletaate Holy **' 
-Gomes inius Hohqbt } but alfo at £*«* the con- 
As&rted one to Bortnve returning, Fortun* rcduci * 
'that was to fay, to.himfel£, and they were to 
Jpeqp the Day pfhis happy Return as a f cftival. 
The Oracles which tE*fohise relates ont of Per- 
-jfytius. app»r harder to make out than all the 
ceftj; tor Eufebius would not harve charged Per* 
fbyrim with Oracles of which he made no menti- 
-on, and Porphyrins x who was fo addi&ed to Paga- 
-nifm, would not have cited felfe Oracles (con- 
cerning the Ceflation of Onachs Abemfelves) to 
the Advantage of theChriftian Religion : For 
in this Cafe, it feems, that the Teftimony ©£an 
-Enemy has a great deal of Credit and Force. 

But on the other fide, Porphyrins was not So 
unskilful a Man, as to furnifh the Chriftians 
with Weapons againit Pagantfm, without be- 
ing neceflarily engaged to it by the coflfajuence 
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pi fome Rfcafons, which docs not in thi* ffitt* 
fcer appear to be his Cafe* If thefe Oracks had 
been alledged by the Chriftians, zvAPo^hymts 
bwning that they were effe&ually given, had 
denied the Gonfequences drawn from them, it 
is certain that they would have then bceft much 
to be relied on. 

But it is out of Ptfpkyrius himfelf that the 
Chriftians (as it appears by the Example of 
Kufebius) pretend to. fetch thefe Oracles j it 
feenls, that Porphyrins takes Pleafure to mine 
his own Religion, and to eftablifh another* 
*The Truth is, this is fufpicious of it felf, and 
yet it becomes more fo^ by his pulhing the 
thing fo far j for they teH us from him of I 
know not how many Oracks molt clear and 
Ittoft pofitive, concerning the Perfon of Jefns 
Chrift, concerning his Refurredion and AC- 
cenfion. In fine, the moft refolute, and know* 
ing amongft the 'Pagans hath loaded us with 
Proofs of Chriftianity •, we may well fufpefc 
fo great a Piece of Generofity. 

Eufebius believed it a very great Advantage 
td be able to place Porphyrins at the Head ofa 
Multitude of Oracks fo favourable to Religon $ 
and he gives them jus ftripp'd of whatever ac- 
companies them* in the Writings of Porphyria 
us* How do we know, but that he did refute 
them ? According to the Intereft of his Caufe, 
he ought to have done it ; and if he did not 
do it, certainly he had fome hidden Inten- 
tion. 

It is to be fufpe&ed , that Porphyrias was 
wicked enough to frame fatte Oracks^ and pre- 
lent them to Chriftians, with a defign of ma* 

king 



kiagSportWith their Credulity, if tbey tb&M 
} receive them for true, and endeavour to 
[ ftrengthen their Religion by fuch like Props : 
And then he would have drawn thence fuch 
Confeqqences as would be of greater Impor- 
tance t&an thefe Oracles, and with this Inftancc 
have attacked the whole Religion. However, 
at the bottom this would have been but a fri- 
volous Argument. 

: 'Tis very certain, that this lame Porphyrins 
(who farnilheth us with all thefe OrAcks) held, 
(as we have feen) that they were delivered by 
lying Spirits V it may very well then be imagi- 
ned, that he hath put into Oracles all the My- 
fteries of our Religion, endeavouring to do? 
#roy it by rejkhring it fufpe&ed of Forgery, 
j as depending on the Teftimony of felfe Wifc- 
i neflfcs : 1 know the Chriftians did not take It 
I fa ; yet feeing they could never prove by any 
\ Argument, that the Damons were fometimes 
forced to fpeak the Truth, Porphyrins was al- 
ways in a condition to make ufe of his Oracles 
j. again them. And therefore (if we take the 
r Matter right) their better way had been tp 
have denied, that there were ever any Oracles, 
as we do at this prefent This appears to me 
to be a fufKcient Reafon, why, Porphyrim was 
fo prodigal of Oracles, that were fo favoura- 
ble to our Religion* But what would have 
been the Succefs of the great Debate between 
the Chriftians and Infidels, we can only con- 
jecture ; for all the written Pieces of their Di~ 
/ ' fputes are not come to pur Hands. Thus in 
examining things a little clofer than ordinary. 
; we find that the Oracles, which were reckoned 
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foch Wonders. rater were at all, of which, 
I Audi not need to give any more Instances, m 
the reft being of the fame Mature. 
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Tltaf the common Opinion concerning Oracles 
does notdgreefo mi M*t#im*ffiPi with 
the Cbrifiisn Religion. 

3 "We filence <tf the Scriptures coacerniog 
^ thefe evil Dmmns^ (which are pretend- 
to be the Managers of Ordcks) hath not 
*niy left us at liberty to bettare nothing of 
'era, , tot it obliges us to believe the contrary ; 
for can it be poffibk that the Scriptures flrndd 
not have inftru&ed the Jews and Ghriftians in 
a thing which it fo extremely imported them 
to know, (and which they cotfd never have 
found oat by their natural Reafon) to the end 
that they might not be (haken in their own 
Heligion, by feeing things fo furprifing in a~ 
aother. For I conceive that God fpake not 
to Man, bat to fupply the weaknefs of his Un- 
derstanding, which of it felf was not fufficrent 
tognide him; and that whatsoever he hat not 
^edar'd to him, is either of ftch a nature that 
lie may learn k by kimfelf, or-elfe God does 
not think it neceflary that he (hould know it. 
So if the Oraeks had been deliver'd by evil 2?*- 
mons y God would have made it known to us, 
to bare prevented us from believing that he 
feimfelf delivered >m, or that there was fome- 
thing Divine in falfe Religion* JD*- 
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Jheoid reproached the Infidels with God* 
that bad Months and fpake not, aad toiftes 
that their Adorers, for a Puni&ment, migbt 
become like thofe they adored ^ but if thefe 
Gods had not aniy the ufe of Speech, bat alio 
the Knowledge q( Things to come, I fee no 
reafon DavldrtaA thus to reproach the Infidels ; 
nor ought tbey to hare been angry for having 
been refembled to their Gods. When the Ho- 
ly Fathers inveighed with fo much reafon a- 
gainft the Worfhip of Idols, they always ar- 
gu'4 fr 0,a *•» Impotency of 'em j but if they 
had fpokeit, if «they hid predided things to 
come, then they ought not to have treated them 
with inch Contempt on the account of their 
tmpotency, but ihonld rather have difabus'd 
the People, and have confefe'd the wondrous 
Power that was in 'em : In fine, could they 
be fo mightily miftaken who adord what they 
believed was animated by a Divine Virtue, or 
at fcaft a Vertue more than Humane? *Tfe 
true, you'll fay, that thefe Demons were Ene- 
mies of God ; but how cou'd the Heathens Di- 
vine that ? Becaufe Demons required Ceremo- 
nies that were barbarous and extravagant j the 
Pagans themfelves believ'd 'em fantaftical and 
cruel, bet neverthelefe they believ'd 'em more 
powerful than Men ; nor did they know that 
the true God offer'd 'em his Prote&ion againft 
them. They did for the moft part fubmit 
themfelves to their Gods as to dreaded Ene- 
mies who were to be appeafed at any Price ; 
nor had this Submiflion and Fear been quite 
without Reafon, if fo be that in effed Demons 
did give feme proof *f their Power over Na- 
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tare. la fine, Paganifm (tho* a Worihip abo^ 
minablc in the fight of God) would have been 
bat an involuntary and excufable Error. 

But you will fay, if the crafty Priefts made 
it their Bufinefs to impofe upon the People, 
then Paganifm was no more but a fimple Error 
into which the Credulous fell, whilft their ho- 
neft and downright Intention was to Honour * 
Superiour Being. 

But the Cafe is much otherwife j for it be- 
hoves Men to Precaution themfelves againlt 
Errors, into which other Men may lead 'em ; 
but there js no poffibility of fore-arming them- 
felves againft thofe Errors into which they may 
be led by Genii or Damons, which are above 
themfelves. The light of my Reafon is fuflici- 
cnt to examine whether a Statue fpeaks or 
does not, but in the moment that it does 
fpeak, nothing can perfwade me againft the 
Divinity which I attribute to it. In a word, 
God is oblig'd by the Laws of his Bounty to 
proted me from thofe Surprizes from which I 
cannot defend my felf ; but as for other things, 
it belongs to my Reafon to do its Office* 

We fee alfo that when God permitted the 
Damons to work Prodigies, he at tbe fame time 
confounded them by working Miracles far 
greater. Pharaoh might be deceived by the 
Magicians, but .Mofis was ftill more powerful 
than the Magicians of Pharaoh. The Damons 
aever had more power, or did more furpri* 
tring things, than in the time of Jefus Chrift 
and the Apoftles. This hinders not, hut that 
Paganifm with Juftice hath been always called 
the Worfliip of Damons, jpor in the jirft place, 

the 
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"the Idea which is taken therein of the Divinity^ 
does not at all agree with the true God, but 
with the Reprobate arid eternally unhappy 
Genii. 

Secondly^ The Defign of the Heathens was 
not fo much to adore the firft Being, which 
is the Source of all Good, but thofe ill Beings 
of whofe Anger and Caprice they flood in fear. 
In fine, the Damons^ (who have without Con- 
tradiction the power of tempting Men and lay- 
ing Snares for 'em) countenanced as much as 
ever they could the grbfs Errors of the Pagans, 
and made 'em Wind to Iinpoftures, which were 
notorionfly vilible. From hence it is laid that 
Paganifm was not born up by the Miracles, but 
by the Artifices of Demons - 9 which fuppofes 
that in Whatever they did there was nothing 
of reality *or truth, nor of fuch force as effe* 
dually to make a Statue fpeak. 

Neverthelefs, it may oe that Gpd has fome- 
times permitted the Demons to animate Idols ; 
but if this ever happened, God had his peculi- 
ar Reafons for it, which are always worthy 
of profound Veneration v but, generally fpeak- 
ing, there has never been any fuch thing. God 
^permitted the Devil to burn the Houfes of J6k % 
and lay his Paftures defolate y to caufe all bis 
Oxen and Sheep to die-, to fhike his Body 
with a thoufana Wounds •, but it mutt .not 
therefore be faid that the Devil is let loofe on 
all thofe to whom fuch Misfortunes happen. 
When there is a Difcouf fe about any Man's 
being lick, or ruin'd, we never think that the 
Devil is concern'd in it. The Cafe of Job is a 
, particular Cafe j we argue indtpendantly of 

it, 
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it, and our general Reafoning never excludes 
the Exceptions that the Almighty Power of 
God can make in all things, 

Tis apparent then that the common Opini- 
oh concerning Oracles, does not very well agree 
with theBounty of God, and that it difcharges 
Paganifm of the g;reateft part of the Extrava- 
gances and Abominations which the Holy Fa- 
thers always found in it. The Pagans might 
bavefaid in their own Juftification, That it 
was no Wonder, that they fhould obey thofe 
which animated Statues, and performed every 
pay a thoufand extraordinary things ^ and 
therefore tbe^Chriftians to take from them all 
Excufe, ought never to have yielded 'eii this 
Point. If all the Pagan Religion were no o- 
ther than the Cheats of Priefts, Chriftians took 
advantage of the Excefs of Ridiculoufuefs into 
which the Pagans fell. 

Befides, is there any great appearance that 
the Difputes between the Chriftians and Pagans 
was in that State, feeing Porphyrins confefTes 
with fo much Willingnefs, that the Oracles 
were delivered by evil D&mom ? Of thefe evil 
D&mam he made a double ufe : He made ufe 
of^em (as we have already feen) to render 
thofe Oracles unprofitable and difadvantageous 
to the Chriitian Religion, which the Chriftians 
thought were on their fide •, and befides he im- 
puted all the Follies and Barbarities of an infi- 
nite number of Sacrifices, which without cea- 
fing they reproach'd the Pagans withal, to ' 
thefe cunning and cruel Genii. We then, at- 
tach Porphyrin* even in his laft Retrenchments* 
andaflertthe true Intereft of Chriftianity, by 

under- 
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undertaking to prove that Demons were not 
the Authors of Oracles. 
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Thdt Demons sere not fifficientlj eJMUJb'd 
^Platonifm. 

IN the firft Ages, Poetry and Philofophy 
were the fame thing, and al) Wifdom was 
contained in Verfe. Nor was Poetry more 
credited by this Alliance, but Philofophy was 
lefs. Homer and Htfiod were the firft Greci- 
an Philofophers ; and thence it is that aB other 
\ Philofophers have had in very great Eftimation 
whatever they faid t and have never cited 
them but with great Honour. 

Homer very often confounds together the 

Gods and Damns : But Hefiod diftinguifhes 

\ four Species or Kinds of reafonable Natures, 

S viz. the Gods, Damons- the Demy-Gods, orHe- 

1 roes, and Men. Nay, he goes farther yet, and 

notes the Duration of the Lives of Damons: 

For the Nymphs, of which he fpeaks in the 

place I am going to cite, are thefe Damons ', and 

Tlatarch nnderftands them fo. 

A Crow, (fays Hefiod J lives nine times as long 
as a Man, a Stag four times as long as a Cnm^ 
a Raven three times as long as a Stag, the Thm* 
nix nine times as long as a Raven-, and in fine y 
the Nymphs ten times as long as the Phoenix. One 
Would take this Calculation for no other than 
a meer Poettek Fancy, unworthy the Refleai- 

ons 
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bus of aPhilofopher, or the Imitation of a Po* 
et.; fpr there is in it neither Agreeablenefs n*r 
Truth. But Plutarch is not of this Opinion ; 
for he finds, that fqppofiag the life of Man 
to be feventy Years, (which is his ordinary 
Duration,) the Demons then ought to live fix 
hundred and eighty thoufand ? and four lmn^ 
dred Years : And not conceiving how any Ex* 
periment of this fo long Life of the Damons 
can be, made, he rather believes that ffefiod by 
the Age of Man, underftands but one Year. 
The Interpretation is not very natural j but 
according to this Eftimation, the Life of the 
Damons is not above nine thoufand feven hun- 
dred and twenty Years, and then Plutarch had 
not much trouble to find out how pamons conld 
live fo long. Andbefides, he remarks in the 
number of nine thoufand feven hundred and 
twenty Years, certain Pythagorean Perfe&ions, 
which render it altogether worthy to defign the 
Term of the Lives of Damons. Such as thefe 
are the boafted Reafonings of Antiquity. 

From the Poems of Homer and ffefiod, the 
JDdmons patted into the Phylofophy of Plato, 
who can never be too much commehded, fince 
'tis he, of all the Greeks, who has conceived 
the higheft Idea of God -, tjio' even that plun- 
ged him in falfe Notions : For, becaufe God is 
infinitely elevated above Men, he believed that 
there ought to be placed between him and us f 
a kind of middle Beings, which ftould caufe a 
Communication of two Extremes fo far di* 
ftant by the" means of which, the Operations 
pf the Deity might be brought down tb us ; 
God (fays he) refembles a Triangle, which hm 
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three Sides equal ^ the Daemons are like a Triangle 
that has but /ted Sides equal^ and, Men are like a 
Triangle which fas 4S three Sides unequal. . 
- Tfcfrjrdea'is vfreU'eh&igh fettfied, and there 
is nothing waning bttt fomething 6f Solidity 
to ftj)port it.' ' < * ^: 

,. But after all <May it btffiid) has not Plato 
rfcafoned juftiy ? And do not we Know for cer- 
tain fry the rtoly Scriptures, that there are Ge- 
nii, Miniftefs of the Will of God, and his Mef- 
ferfgers to Metf? Is it not "Woaderful. that 
?W fliould difcbver this,* only by the Light of 

v Iris Natural Reafon ? ' 
7 I confefs, that Plato has conje&ured aright; 
nevertheless, I blame him for his Gonje&ure. 

. Divinte Revelation affares us of the Exiftence 
of Angels and Damons^ but it is not within the 
Sphere of Humane Reafon to afllrfei ns of it. 
He knows not what to make of the infinite 
Space which is between God and Man, and 
therefore he fi$I$ it With Genii ind Damons: 
But with what ihall that infinite Space be fill'd, 
which is between God and thefe Genii or Damons 
themfel ves ? For the Diftance between God and 
any Creature whatfoever, is infinite. And if 
the A&ions and Will of God ttroft traverfe, as 
one may fay, this infinite racuumto go to the 
Damons^ they may as : well reach even to Men, 
finci they are farther off but bf very few De- 
grees, which bear no" Proportion to the firft 
freat Diftance. When God treats with Me^n 
y the Miniftry d§ Angels, 'tii not no be un- 
derftpdd that Angels are neceflary for this 

; Communication (as Plato pretends }) Qod em- 
ploys them for Reafons, into which Philofo- 
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phy can never, pe^et^ate* and ;vy hich can JQcvcr 

be perfefftly kapvyp l>9t by himfejf. v 

.-. According i(«> x\/ktii4&£ Which tkqi Q&nrpa- 

lifon of the Triangle gjhre^ n$> we fiai that 

iMw framed this Notion of Damons A to the 

«ttd we migh$Ujipnj^^in one Creature tpa- 

-Oftther Creat&re ni#rc; } per fed, jbill at length 

we^rivft 3t.;God hi^felf. So that God 

y?puld h^re^i^t, fgrpe .degrees of Perfe&Kra 

Bfcrethan ]tlk jhigheft C^tti^e v b »tit i*vifi- 

btei. that; as , they are aU.injwitely Imperfect in 

refpfeft of him, becaufe tb^y are all h*finite|y 

; di#int from tarn; fp.tihe Difference? of per- 

fe&ioft, whic& *re bi?tyc^Qr thq Creatures, . v*- 

4iiAas toon a$th«y:are ; cpmpared with, God; 

jfiw whjtt elevates them r one above another does 

Acjtitalib&taoyjPro^tipntohim. , 

* j Arid if we ponfult nothing but Human Rea- 

;^ > there i»nO need pf Spirits to make the 

Aftions of God communicable to Men^ pov of 

placing between God ^d. us any thnig that 

approaches him, nearer jfchsn we do. , 

;» • And perhaps Plato hirtfelf was not fp fiire pr 

the Exiftericjeof hi§ Ptnitins r as the Pla$onifts 

>hyfc iince tew. That wbich makes me fii- 

i^ed tWs^ is, That hs ptoses Love in the num- 

b& of the Ddmm$ % (for, he pften. mixes Gal- 

f -kntry with IfMlo&phyi afcd his Talent is apt 

ttfean on Subjftds of that Mature.) He (ays, 

: That. Love is the Sprj.pf the God of fei^h^s, 

»nd theGoddefs of Poverty: From hisjp^t^cr 

..fc holdsyhis Gteatnefs,pf .Cpprag^ hi$Ei?va- 

jtioit.of Thought^ his Inclination tp.giy^J)^ 

prodigality and h^to^ 

his good Opinoi of his own Merit, and Defir^ 

to 
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to have always the Preference. Button the 
other fide, he.fcoMs from his Mbther that In-, 
digenoe, which makes him always asking, that 
Importunity with whicn he asks, that Timi- 
dity dnd Balhfalhefs, which hibders him of- 
ten times from daring to ask, that EHfyofttion 
which he has to Servitude, and that Fear of , 
bdffl^ dd^ifedi tfhkih he can nevfcr lofe. This, 
ik my Opinion, is one of the ptettieft Eablefc 
iMi wis eVet made. It is pfeifaiit to find 
JPAtfa temetfffftis writing Afaibtifr is foft and 
agteiahle as jina&eon cofild Mihl&f havedonfc 
This Defcriptiotf df the fcedegtee of Lov* 
extremely well fets forth air the Faatafti* 
caliiefs of his Natittte: M *c know not 
whit tA make df BXMfaSi if Lovte mnft paTs 
for one. 

There is no aftfcfearahce that Flato under- 
ftood this in a Nf^tural and PhilbfophicalSence* 
A6t that he c6uld 4$yV Love was a Being ofrt . 
dfti^ or emirffeeal, which inhibits the Air r 
Ctertdifiiy, he means this only as a Gallan- 
try, and then it dftifl: be.permitted me to We- 
Keve, that all his Ddtmm are df the fame land 
«#th Love. Acid that, fince he mingles fa*. 
,bles wrfh his Syftem, he cares not math, i£v 
* iht reft df hi* Syftem pafs for a Fable. , Hi- 
tfifetto we h&te only anfwered the Reafons^ 
that made Men b&ieVe Oracles^ to have had 
fdmfething in them of Snpernatnral. Let u* 
now begin more cWfcfy to attack this Opt* 
iiicrn. 
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C ha p. VII. 

that fome grand SeSts of the Pagan Fhilofb- 
fhersy did not believe there was any thing 
Supernatural [in Oracles. 

IF in the midft of Greece it felf, where all 
.places refounded with their Oracles, we ha<i 
maintained, that they were but Impoftures, no 
one would have been aftonilhed with the Bold- 
nefs of the . Paradox j and there would have 
fceen no jieed^of taking any Meafures, how to 
vend the Opinion Ijol fedret. For Phiiofophers 
were divided about the Subject of Oracles j the 
Platonifts and Stoicks were for them, but the 
Cynicks, Peripateticks and Epicureans decla- 
red highly againft them. The Wonders of the 
Oracles y ere $ot fo great, but that half the 
wife Men of Greece were ftill at liberty to be- 
lieve nothing of them \ and this,notwithftand- 
ing the common Prejudices or Bigotry of the 
Grecians: Which is a very remar&ble thing. 
* Lib. 4.9f * Eufekius tells us of fix hundred 
hisE<va*gj! Heathen Authors who have writ a- 
f refarm-, ga| n ft the Oracles ;*But of all thefe, 
mu in my Opinion^ Oemmam, (of whom 

he makes mention, and of whom he has pre- 
served fome Fragments) .is one, the Lofs of 
whofe Works are, to be 'the moft lamented. 
There is a ^reat deal of fteafure to be found 
in thofe Fragments of his that remain where 
Oenomaw^ full of his Cynical Liberty, argues 
upon ev^ry Oracle againit the God who deli- 
yeredit* and dravys up an Accufatioa againft 

him. 
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him. See how he treats the God of Delphos, 
who in his Anfwer, to Crmfm had pronounced 
thefe Words: 

.. , ; Creefus, m puffing the River Halis^ JhaM deftroy 
,*great Empire- ,;i 

. Which fell out accordingly j foe Cmfus paf- 
• fing the- River Halts attacked Gyrus, who (ajs < 
*li the World knows) came thundring upon 
hira f and djivefted hip of his Kingdoms, 
. , You boa& y (fays Oenmaus to Jfollo) in artf- 
jber- Oracle delivered to Crafts, tbaty^uXnam 
ty^Nmnber $ the Grains of the $ea+fknd%*Bd I, 
fat&fh y° H f et * gn& Pdtp/upon your^filf,be* 
f*%fc. youtfWifim^ pelphos v % T m ty c &** 
jC^oefus ordered tojte failed in tyai*, ufthut very 
i*$*8t\ .this *$ *• previous Kmtyletfgf to le jrroud 
of ! But when yon t petfjconfiiked* concerning, the 
jiuccefi of tke t )tfar r betww CroelW 'mX Cy^ s » 
there you were at a ft and. Ifyout&ndiyincjwhtff 
Jhall happen in time to com, to what furpofe^you 
make nfe of* manner freaking -which cannot he w- 
4erftood? Do you not fo^efee your. felf % that they 
will not l^e underftppfi .* // ym do s forefee it, you 
then take pkafvr y e mmake tu your, Sport-*, if you do 
not know it, let us infatpyou, that yon ought to freak 
ytore clearly, find that, yon are not • under ftoo^ 1 
te&yoH aljo r if you, have a mind to ufe an Equivor 
fusion^ that the Greek words by which you expref y 
Thar Crcefus ;/&<*# deftroy a great Empire, are' not 
well cfcofen, and that ^eycdnftgniftc.mhi^elfebut 
a Victory ef Croeius over Cyras, 'if there be 4 
pecejfity that things muff happen, wher effort dojt thou 
amufeus with thy Ambiguities? What do ft thou,, 
do at Dclphos , (unhappily emplofd as thou art) 
19 fing us* ufekfi prophecies J to whtf furpoji do we 
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male thee fo many Sacrifices f ithar Fury tojfi 

jtyt Oenomaus is yet more dot of humbitr 
with the O^Ar; which Apolh delivered tbthe 

. Athenians, When Xerxes fell upon Greece with 
jaH the Forces of Afia y the .Pythian Qrdek gayc 
*emfor aafwer^ V n . • '.. • '• .il » 

^"TfartAfiw^, Prot*ftref$ of y* faWr^ *n- 
c< deavourM all manner of| ways (but jn yaiii^) 
**tp appeafc the An^erof 3^/w'wr $ but netcj- 
** thelefs Jupiter 7 in favour of fris Daughter j 
* c cohfented to fuffer the Athenian* ta feye 
**themfe!ves in W**lh of Wood • and that 
^aUttilfk toouM fee the bfrftrtiftion of jaA& 
* c '€hiltfrendea* to their Mothers- either wfiefi 
u Chris- fhotili be featteirefd^abraadi 'or when 
* te fttfljduld ^gathered in. 

, - 'lljrcn tjhirtf^^ 

fbrthe,Gbd-(rfZ)^()^ •" '. '* * < • '■-V 1 /' ^ 
Tfe?/ Combat between the Father and the Daug^ 

. Tfr, jays fiC, * -Jf v ^> mhandfom for : ' Gods. *T$s 
taery frett) i there fhould be in Heaven fuch contrary 
fyifrtfis and Inclinations! Jupiter is angry with 
Athens, be brings down oil the Forces of Afia *~ 

• gainsj ft $ but if he could not have mind it with* 
out r em 9 if he had no mori Thunder left 9 if he was 
rednfd to bdrrow foreign Forcts, how had he it then 

. in his Power to make all fhe FdrcesofAfa comedown 
againfh this Tovpn ? Tet After this be fuffer s y em to 
%vt fhemfdves in WatttofWoodi on "whom then 
wis his Anger to fall * What^on m Stones I Mart 
&ivi%er ! Tou \now not whom theft Children fhall he 

)r%^.£ilaiiiiiv''j^^ tbc^ruBknof^v^ther 
greets or Perfipts j it cannot be avoided but ttiey 
f$uft U either m or fotherAmy j And do not yok 




^-^ -,.,, ---j - . ,~- „-.. you hum no* 
*%>' r To£ cimcialW time' of Battel ^er thtfi 
Tqtfkd Expre0n£ When Ctr#; fliaU fee fcit-£ 
tcf'cj; or when Ifte Mbp|athc^d in. Ton 
ati willing to blind us Hthth^sforh^ods Language*, 
bkttioes 1mtevfy l h(My hhop, that* Naval battel 
isbever fought %ufeither^^ Harveft^ 

doutylejfi it will mtbe in Winter. $ut kt what will 

m/ tupiter, wMmMltltiva endeavours to av- 




JT&D** ***» ^ tfttW'v&e tyarmtidfajf 
Hjon ^Eh?hs ; dnd tbat'jttck Hie Aihenims had 
f * *%£ thetyft ihifig ilieytou y A do, was to abandok 
I tk^hown and betelttitieiiifefoes tb the 1 Sea. 
I "'Sucp was the ^ner^tion that fbme grfcsrt 
! $e#s jqT ^ pVUpfi&hers h4d for Oracles, and 
for thic^ V&y t3o<tt th<$y th^iht the Author* 
tf'mC Tk'jM ^Mt/' that *lt thePagaft 
feeljgion was '4p ttioj-i? than tfil$ pite Ptoblttft 
ori^ilofophjr, it f; is' : riecef&r$ ¥o' IcqC w Whe- 
ther the Gods; iM f (tare ttf W; h 6r not, be- 
ipr§.'.j&K} Queftidjl (jkhi)e 'kpffrfcred, Whctheir 
, fedou^t to adptf^m;' 6? hegjeft »em l Y' ttrfe 
PeoRle^hive already 1 decided &;*nd are for 
Adoratioft, and nothing is^tot^fee^but T?nl- 
jjlwHnd ^crife^M Phi- 

JdMers mainf^in publicfcly; ttiat'thefe Sacri- 
fices V'.tKcfe Temples', thef^Aii^tibns ? arc 
as IQ many fruitlefi and' liflprofif i\$ things } 
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and that the dods are fa far, from delighting . 
in 'cm, that they take no cognizance of 'em. \ 
There is fcarce a Greek, who ; do$s nptconfult. 
the Oracles concernijjg t his Affairs j' but this' 
doe* not prevent their being treated in three 
great Schools of Philqfopby i as abfoluts Im- 

i>ofturcs. • / > v * . . .- .,.> /^; r ' ■ «\: 

. Let me beg leave to carry $& Reflection ji 
little farther , which 1 may ferve to lay more, 
open the Pagdn Religion :/The Grecians ingfe- \ 
neral had a great deal of Wit^ but they were 
very light, curious , ,uh<juiet, ind uncapable 
of Moderation in any tjnug ,5 and, to tell iny 
whole Opini6n of 'em, tbey had fo much Wit, 
that their Reafon fuffer'd by it- The, Romans* 
had quite another Charaddf i they were folid^ 
Jeribus, and * induftrious, * they knew how to* 

S l urfue a Defign, and could. forefee at a great 
iftahce the Confequcncts 0^ it. I lhoiild.not 
be furprisM thai the Gieaaij* (without $hink«-\ 
ing of the refitft of things) . Ihou'd inipertN 
nently treat pro and ro^joT -pvery things and 
at the fame^time that theyf $re" making" Sacri* 
$ces, difpufe' whether or nbthefe Sacrifices! 
approach the Gods •, and cqh$lt pracfes with- 
out bejag zttiyfi whether they art meer Jllu- 
iioas or not. c Doubtlefs the Fhilofophers con* 
cern'd themfelves fo littl^ih'the Government, 
|fiat they took no care not to ftiock Religion 
ia their. Difputes > and perhaps the people had 
not Faith enough in r ihe philofophers to aban- 
don their Religion, or Change any thipg in it 
upon their word. In fine, the. predominant 
Paffion 'in the Greeks was to difcourfe oi* all 
Matters at any rate j yet doubtlefs it is more 

aftonifh* 
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affohifting to find' that the Romans, and thofe 
[ the abieib ^lijohgft them too, and who knew 
f feeft of what confequence Religion was to Po- 
, liticks, durft pubiilh Work* that did not xmly 
call their Religion in queflrion, but alfo tura'd 
it into Ridicule. I fpeak of Cicero, who in his 
Bpoks of Divination ha* fpai^d nothing of 
what was jaott Sacred at Rome. After he had 
inade it evident enough to bis very Adverfe- 
| # ties, how, great a Folly 'twas to confult the 
^Entrails of Beafts, he drives them, at laft to > 
this Anfwer : That the Gods, who are Al* 
' mighty, change thefe Entrails in the very mo* 
Bftent of tfie Sacrifice , to the end that we 
fftgu^dby frhem.know their Pleafure in thing$ 
jto come. This Anfwer was givep by Chryfip- 
W* ty jfytipdter and Toffidonius^ ill great Phfi- 
lofophcrs and chief of the Party of the Stoicks. 
| Hal what fay you? ($vv$Cicero: the very old Wo~ 
I . men are hit Jo credulous as yen aire, - Can Joube- 
i Jitve (fays he) that the fame Calf has the Liver 
T0etl-difpo?d r : ifchofett Jbr the Sacrifice by one, and 
ijL-diftofd^ ifchofen by another f Can this Dijpo- 
Jition of the Liver be changd in aninfiant^ to ac- 
' commodate it felf to the Fortune of thofe that facri- 
fice? See you not y that it is Chance that makes the 
choice of Vi&ims ? Does not Experience tell you fot 
for it oftentimes happens that the Entrails of one 
YtEkim may foretel fomethingthaeAs unfortunate and 
' terrible ) and thofe which are immediately after fa- 
criftfd foretel moft happy Events. What then be- 
comes of the Jtfenaccs of the fe fir & Entrails? What! 
are the Gods fo foon appeasd ? But you'll reply , That 
in a Snlly which Conkr was facrificing^ there was 
po fjeart founds and fince this Jtmmal cou'd not 

to* 
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Wfc ftf?' vamjfra jmB m the moment of the Sscrt- 
jfcf. Is it pfiihlty tb# you flxm^ btys.&nfe * r 
nojjgb to bnovf^ tb*t thji jBmX coitZ not live without, 
ftjtyartj and yet have not emn^h to perceive, thty 
thif Bctrt cqud yot vaniflj if a women*- I \rKm { 
mf yhither i £114 a little after $f adds, 'J^- 
\ rum *$ Pijyfich fy' defending tjOe A$ 
\rs : for, then it u not the dr dinar v 
y*pqr* ttisf lives Birth and Ikaibto^sq 

v j «r *.t* *¥*? fT? WP* $°*k** v^cfjcome^Qnf 
n^injtdnii(hdUra:Krn^notJmr. Ma^l&tHrdf 
kft ( ever held tms Oj>won f 

I cits this &iflagp of Cicerfs, but a? aa E*- 
fdipi? of; % extrcajp libprft f ith iJAfch'f* 
iwulte* oyfr #at Rcli&ion whkfi he nintffljf 
prcrfefs'd. In a thqufenp o$ef pUce^lieihQVKj 
»o more Favour to Sacrjpl Fowls, the Flight 
jjf pirds, and all the Miraples with which the 
Anpals of the Chief Prieft were fill'd. ' Why 
did they not IndiSt him for his lippiety I Ww 
did not all the people regard him jvith Horror/ 
.Why did not all the College of Pfiefts rife u$> 
againft him ? But we havf reafpn to believe 
ihat among the Pagans, Religion was a Praftice, 
£he Speculation ofwhich was very indifferent.. 
They did as others did, bi^t believ'd what they 
themftlyes pleased. This Principle is very ex- 
travagant ^ but the People yrho knew notaiflg 
jqf the Imp^rti^ency of if:, were content witii 
it i and the P^^ophers fubmitted to it ve- 
iy l^iljngly* tej^qfe it gave them freedom 5* 
.ftppgh. 

Sp that jfffi way (& that all the Pagan Jlsli- 
.&o& was m# GttqH&Wi i* wlifch the Md 

bore 



tote Depart Tie Gfti* *tfc aofty , ttatfi 
-JJhundafc i^rmdy toi 1*d*fthaj3&*li lipw &gjl 
thiy be app&s^i , jtyfeft Wfl ItpegS ^ ftC t^ 
Grimes wc x b*ye;flQmflUtt«l ? iMefcs* rerWiiea 
i«t© the Baths, of .MptufetlL' MiSB vtfwil 
otgfet tabcjidNUlg ail Men 1> JSofcstaJl v wft 
Beodonlyta)seiLQiif,«flfi«^*fifiloitr f C4}v\l 

ftch a Kalfe, jtadfcthi*: wilV ifcftwn th» ' Wftflt 
ofa^ tihcGods: N^yfenb% jtif§erpi}^^l 
y<ratq*augh,at the Sacrifice inrQPJ»«r/? ajB»4 

• firdbftWjf?tw& f« alfe with titfftsajta ? .ft, 
«ry one ^lio^d, ^hat y^<J j hovypycr t^y. 
ceastt jiot to coofult '«m. So gv^ta forte -Gun 
ftsin has oveirtheMisdsof MC6, ;Jha$ ttefc k 
j» seed of RwfeA •*? fcy*wjw & 

• <v> •■•'. .'■ . •.". (.••< - '*' .' ..• ■ ft. "•':'. . ' ■• . 
m ijii air n't >f mwi'n\jj. > t.,uj i ' .uji jm i.u:'.',)'.^.-', 

<- ' .-. • • -■'. J ,'-.'.■-'.: ' ••/ f r y ■<•.-"-. • • 
I •;.'::• !•.';.•'■ :tiC.-1* A •«. .VXD.* '...- ■ ' ~1 

XT. cither 'defcu&fcy *h*fc wfcq receiytf 
'ehVor altetfaoapaadjiig to tour 
B«ncy. t iPj&ikiA Ijy&m* and S^:~'I?fe r 
fcftof ft© Mttfms* bcuag fled tq &j^£ 
&mm a Goeek Town , the Jta$*w 
{pnt to JiaveMm ddiver'd ipj tte Gimtm 
parctfendy confali the &«& of tbc Bratfhijstj 
tp know what they ought to do with him ; the 
Oracle aftfwered, TJ»t |h«y fliow'd deliver up 
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VaRidt. j4riftodfrur, ont of thcprmciptilCu- 

wuumsy who ; was not of his mind i obtained^ 

through hfe Credit, that they (hoqld fendar 

ftcond time to the Oracle, andcaus'd hirafetf 

to be made one of the Deputies •, bat t6c Orj& 

He made the feme anfwer it; had done before*. 

Anfiodkw^ uofatisfied with this^ as 'he was. 

walking abbot the Temple V endeavoured to 

fright away certain little B^ds which were 

fcuiWiflg thdr Meftsth^-e^ whetteuponheprck 

fenfly heard a Voice from the San&uary , cry* 

-ing, Dcteftabk M^d+ ho» dart jmfogbt from 

this place, thefei^kd^e under m PrmttticnJ And 

y& j gr** G °*i (t^epiied J&rjfto&cm) you order:**. 

tvejtpel ?i&i*s, who is under ewwx? . 2To, <an«< 

ftvered the God) / do order it, to. the end xbstl 

yo* who are W itofiom ,P$oflc,,m*y be thefoonen 

defrayed, and that you may come no more hither, to 

importune me vrith ytmr^'Qneyiom* -It Iccms by- 

thfe, that the God was prefs'd home, fince he 

/ had recburfe to Railing ; but • itjappears alfo, 

that jirift<MicHs<$L pot <w^much Relieve, ,th*t 

it was a God who gave theftf p&cfa, becaufe 

he went about' to ^^fcttttapM^^^heGoinpari- 

\ ion of the. Birds ; and after he had in effeft 

trapp'd -hi* r 'tis likely ihit *e belietftt %m 

left a God than he did before The Cum4a*L 

tbemfctyes^ere dot m«di>^etfwaded.of,his ? 

being a Deity, fince they believed a fecwrf* 

Deputation might obtain a contrary Anfwer*. 

* or that at leaffc the God might ronfider ofy 

what he had to fay. By the way I obferve r 

that Jriftodictu, when he had hid his Snare for; 

the God, could not bat forefee, that, they" 

would not let him fright away the Birds from 

' fo 
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fo holy a San&uary without Bying any thk$ to * 
him *, and th^t the Friefts.wcre extreamly jea- 
lous of the Honour of th?ir Temples. 
. The People of Egina * J$id , ra- ■< 
.vagtt the Coaft of Attic*, and;<the. : ^jf^** 
Athenians prepared thenafehes ;for _ 

an Expedition amorigft them^t what time 
. there came an Orach from Ddjho^ threading 
*em with utter Ruine in cafe they made War 
with thofe of Egina, within the compafs of 
thirty Years j but vyhen thofe^ tfiirty Years 
were pall, they were ctaly to buil4 a Temple 
to v£ochs, and to undertake the: War, and 
then all things wou'd fucceed well. The Athe- 
nians, who burnt with a Defire of.Reveng^ 
fplit the Orafkm half, and took notice of that 
part of it oi*ly > which related to the Temple of 
t/Bacus, which they built out of Hand 5 but 
as to the thirty .Years, they flighted that, and 
Hjplyed themfeives immediately to attack the 
JEgineans, and obtained all the Advantages 
imaginable. This was not a particular Per- 
fon, who hadfo little Regard for the Autho- 
rity of Oracles^ but a whole Commonwealth, 
and that a very fuperftitious one too. 
■ m It is not very eafie, to tell what kind of Re- 
gard the Pagans had for their Religon : For 
we faid a little while ago, that they content- 
ed themfeives with the outward Refped, which 
their Philofophers paid to the Oracles ^ but this 
was not always & •, for I am not certain, that 
Socretes refiffed to offer Incenfe to the Gods, 
or behaved himfelf like other People at the 
Publick Feftivats ; but this I am fure of. that 
the Rabble accufed him of Atheifin, tho* they 

could 



V&riM bii\y gilefs a*t 'his dplriibn in tlifs Point i 
lor lie neV&tpejily e*pftiheA htm&f. f hi 
People knew Well ttbugh What was teught 
jmblkHy fn thfc Schools of Pmltflbpliers t how 
then could** Thi* -Tufter Opinions, tontfaty tb 
the eftablifted Wdrihip (and often-time tevth 
%rtnft theExlftettceof the Gods) to bettoeti 
toaihtainfed* At leaft, they knew perfe&ly 
Well, What #ispla^diliroiitHe theateh ; fdr 
ttofe Shows were made for them: and it is 
fbre'the GdaVwere. never treated With leifcRe-- 
Jpe&, than in the Coiiiedies ,bf Arifhphidtes. 
Mercury 'in Ms Plums cbnlpMnS that Sight was- 
* Vefeored to the God df Riches, who had till 
that time been blind, and that Wus Mow be- 
ginning e^uatiytb* favour ail W World, ttfe 
other Gods (to whom fedple' nd 'tender maife 
Sacrifices to obtain Wealth ) 'were ftarved for ' 
Hunger : Ahd Mercury, carrib the HtiffloUr oa 
lb far, as to look out fot Ib'ffl'e mean Imploy- 
nreiit in a Citizen's Hottfe, that he might have 
Meat aud Drink. The Birds of jiriftofhams are 
alfo Very bold. AH the Comedy turns upon 
this, That a certain City of Birds, which was 
defigned .to be built in the Air, would inter- 
rubt the Trade and tbfftQjondence that was 
carried oh "between the Gods and Men •, anil 
'by rendering the Birds 'Mailers of all, would 
,f educe the Gods, to the iftihoft Mifery» I leave 
t .y3u to judge, if this be nbi mighty devout. 
Yet this was the fame J4riftbphax'es, Who endei- 
Voured to excite the Rabble agllnjl the pre- 
tended. Impiety df Socrates : There is there- 
.rofeibmethiagi which IkrioWnbt how toex- 
prefs, tWt is often found in the Affair s of this 

World. 
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VV'orld. Aqd it is apparent by thefe Examples, 
aad may \)c made $ by an Infinity of others^ if 
there were' occasion, that the People wetf 
fometimes in a Humour to hear, with delight 
tlieir Religion rallie4 upon, and turned into a 
|eft ; and if they qbferved Ceremonies, it was 
pplyto free tjiemfelyes from Jhqfe Inconveni- 
ences which attend an open Keglea of them j 
frpt 'tis evident, that at the bottom, they bad 
not overmuch Faith in them : and they had juit 
the feme Refped for Oracles : For inoffc com- 
monly, they confulted them, that they, migh| 
|iave no psc^fion to confult them ; and if the 
Anfwers yrcjre jgot accommodated to their pey- 
, ugns, they dijl not much trouble themfelves to 
obey them \ for perhaj>$, it was no conftynt 
Opinion even amonglt the common . People* 
tjiat Oracfo, were delivered by a Divine Pow* 

; Af&r att this, it would be unheceflaty* to 
mention the Hiitories o^ thofe great Captains, 
who thought it no Crime, to reckon themfelves 
above both Omclis and Auguries*. And what 
is molt remarkable, is, that this Difefteem of 
Religion was pradifedev^ntQ the firft Ages of 
the Roman Commonwealth : In tW>fe times of 
Jbappy Ignorance, when Men were fo fcrupu* 
loufly fond of their, Religion and when (as 
titns Uviw fays, in a place which I am going 
jtosits) PhUofq^hy, which taught Men to de- 
fpife the Gods,, was not yet knowa. 

* Pafirms made War ^ith JtKb i^^ 
Samnltes* and in a c#j:tejn^<»ajuh- rf , / * 
#!iye of tjuge, when th^^oma^iyy wtthwi 
extreme Ardor, tttfred to com? to a Battle, 

tht 
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the facred Chickens (fbrfooth)nittfl: be confult- ■ 
cd v tort the Earneftnefs to fight : was fo gener- 
al, that thpujgh theChickens eat nothing at all, 
when they put them out of the Coop, yet thofe, 
who* were appointed to obferve the 'Augury, 
reported to the Conful, that tKey had eaten 
very well : Upon this, the Conful promifed to 
his x Soldiers both a Battel and Viftory. But 
however fecret this Augury was kept, the De- 
ceit broke out at iaft, and there arofe a great 
Gonteft amongft the Keepers of the Chickens, 
about the falfe Report that was made : The 
Boife of which came to the Ears of Pafiriu*^ 
who faid, That for his part, he had received 
* very' favourable Augury, and that he was fa- 
tisfiedwith it, and if what was told him were 
. untrue, let thofe, whofe Bufmefs it was to take 
the Augury, look to it j for all the Evil would 
fall upon their Heads. Immediately therefore 
he v ordered, that- thofe unhappy People, the 
Keepers of the facred Chickertsihduld be pa- 
ced in the firft Ranks, and fo before the Sig- 
nal of the Battel was given, an Arrow (from 
whence (hot none knew) pierced that poor un- 
lucky Keeper who had given a falfe account of 
the Augury •, as foon as the Conful heard this 
News, he cried out aloud — — — The Gods are 
here frefent : The Criminal is pKrtijh'd': They have 
discharged ail'their jfajger on him^ who defervedit y 
*nd we havenbfr all the reajbn in the World to hofe 
the belt-. ; Then immediately he caufed the Sig- 
nal to be given, and gained an intire Vi&ory 
.over the Samnites. 

It is yety apparent, that the Gods had a lefs 
lhare in the Death of this poor Keeper than 
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pjtpirius ; and that the General had a Defigta, 
by his Death, to encourage thofe Soldiers^ 
whom the Falfnefs of the Augury might have 
t^rrifi'd; for the Romans were acquainted 
with thefe Arts and Tricks in the timesOf their 
greateft Simplicity. 

It mult he confefled then, that we fliould be 
much in the Wrong, if we ihould believe thefe 
Auguries and Oracles , which the Pagans them- 
lelves did not believe. And if we will not 
think as meanly of them, asfopie Philofophers, 
aigl fome Generals of Armies didj yet let us 
at leaft hav* fuch thoughts of them, as the Peo- 
ple themfelves fometimes had. 

But doubtiefs (may foqic objeft) all the Pa- ; 
gans did not defpife Oracles t And fome parti- 
cular Perfons, that had no regard for them, arcs 
not fufficient intirely to difcredit them. And 
td the Authority of thofe who did not believe 
them, we need do no mor? than oppofe the 
Authority of thofe th*t did; 

But it. may be anfwered, That thefe two 
Authorities are not of equal Strength 5 for 
the Tteftimbny of thofe who uphold a thing' 
that is already eftablilhed, contributes not much 
to the fupport of it ;• but the Teftimony c£ 
thofe who do not believe it, is of Force O 
nough to deftroy it ; for thofe who do believe* 
a thing, may perhaps not know the Reafons* 
that may be given againft the belief of it ; but 
thofe who do not helieve it, cannot chufe tout 
know, why others believe it. 

It is quite contrary, when a new thing isttf 

be introduced * for in that cafe, the Teftimo* 

ny of thofe that believe i$ v carries more weight 

with 
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with it, than the Teftimony of thofe who do 
not believe it •, for 'tis probably to be fuppofed, 
that thofe who believe it, rauft needs have ex- 
amined it ; and thofe who do not believe it 9 
ttay perhaps not have confidered of it. 

I will not fay, that either in the one or the 
other Cafe, the Authority of thofe who be- 
lieve, or believe not, is a final Decifion \ but 
J will fay, that without a regard be had to the 
Keafons on which the two Parties found them- 
felves* fometimes the Authority of one feems 
more receivable, and fometimes that of the 
other. Upon the .whole Matter, in quitting a 
common Opinion, or in receiving a new one, 
we make ufe of our Reafon (whether it be 
good or badj) but therfe is no need of ma- 
king ufe of any to rejeft a new Opinion, or to 
take up one that is already common j for we 
have need of ftrength to refill * Torrent, but 
we need none to follow it 

And it avails not to the Credit of Oracks, 
that among thofe who believe, that there is 
fomething in 'em of divine and fupernatural, 
there (hou'd be found fome Philofophers of 
great name, fuch as the Stoicks ire •, for when 
Philofophers are once prepoffefs'd with any 
thing, they are more incurable than the com- 
mon People, and are as much blinded with Pre- 
judices and felfe Reafons, with which they up- 
hold their Opinion. The Stoicks in particular 
(as proud and Supercilious a Seft as they were) 
held fome Opinions which deferv'd pity : How 
£ou'd they chufe but believe Ora/w, who be- 
lieved Dreams? The great Chryfiffm himfelf ar 
dotted fome Points for Articles of his Faith, 
' which 
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which had been more fuitable for the Belief of 
fome filly old Woman. 



C H A P. IX. 

. Tfrtt the Ancient Chriftians themfehes did 
not very firmly believe that Oracles were 
delivered iyDxmons, 

ALthb' the Learned Chriftiam in the firft 
Ages, were fond enough of aflTertiiig, 
tliat Oracles were delivered by Damons, yet thejr 
wotfd ver^r often reproach the Heathens with 
thfeir being impofed upon by their Priefts: 
Which thing was undoubtedly true, fince they 
aflerted it, even with the h?z%rd of lofing this 
Syftem of Damons, which they efteemed fo fa- 
vourable to 'em. 

Thus Clement Jdexandrirms fpeaks in hi* 
Third Book oitapfiries, 

Boaft, ifyoH mil? of your Oracles, f*M ofFot* 
lyand impertinence, of thofi of Claros, cf Apollo 
Pythius, qfDidymus of Amphiarus, and of Am* 
philoctis, yon may yet add your Augurs and Inter- 
preters of Dreams and Prodigies. Show hs in the 
frefence of Apollo Pythius, thofe Men Ttho dp 
vined by Flower or fry Batley, and thofe who have 
beenfo efleemed^ bicaufe they ffoke om of their BeU 
lies: Let the Secrets of the /Egyptian Tempter, 
and of the Hetrurian Necromancers remain ftill 
in Darfaefs, far they are certainly all but extrqva- 
g*nt Impofturts and Deceits, no bemr than tneer 
Ox Cheat" 



5* The HiJIory of Oratksl 

Cheating at Dice : And the Goats which are left for 
Dcvination, and the Ravens which are taught to de- 
liver Oracles, are hut as the Aflifiame or Zanies of 
Mountebanks , who cozen all Mankind. 

EnfebiHs, in the Beginning of his fourth Book 
of Evangelical Preparations, propofes at large 
the beft Reafons in the World to prove, that 
Oracles could be no other, than Impoftures : 
And it is upon thofe very Reafons, that I pre- 
tend to fupport my felf, when I come to treat 
of the Cheats of Oracles in particular. 

Neverthelefs, I muft coirfefs, that tho' Eu~ 
/chins knew fo very well how to prove, that 
Oracles could not be fupernatural, yet he attri- 
butes them to Damons ^ and the Authority of 
a Man fo well inftru&ed with the Reafons on 
both fides, is a very great Encouragement to 
the Party which he embraces. 

But it is to be noted, that after EufebimhaA 
very well proved, that Oracles could be no o- 
ther than the Infpoftures of Priefts, heaflures 
as ( without either deftroying or weaknirig 
thofe firft Proofs) that for ail this, they were 
delivered by Damons. But he ought to have 
cited fome unfufpe&ed Oracle, which had been 
delivered in fuch Circumstances, that although 
©any others might be imputed to the Artifices 
of Priefts, yet that could not. But Eufebias 
lms done to fuch thing. This is, as if he (hould 
fay, I clearly fee, that all the Oracles can be no 
other than Cheats *, but: yet, I will not believe 
them to be fo, becaufe it ferves my purpofe, 
{hat the Devil (hould now and then enter into 
. in Oracle. 

This is a very lamentable kind of Reafoning. 

■ But 



Th Hiftoy of Oruks. 5 j 

But I muft confefs, if Eufebius (in the Circum* 
ftances of the Times which he lived ia) durft 
not havefaid openly, that Oracles were not the 
Works of Damons, it had been excufable- but 
then in feeming to maintain that they were fo, 
he ought to have managed his Arguments in fucn 
a way,' that he might have infinuated the contra- 
ry with the beft Addrefs he was capable of. But 
we are at liberty to guefs at the Rcafons, that 
guided Eufebius in this Matter, according to the 
Efteem we have of him : For my own part, I be- 
lieve clear ly,that he aflferted thefe Oracular Jfte» 
morn, rather by way of Apology, and from V 
forced Refped he had for the common Opini- 
on, than oniny other Account. 

There is a Paflfage of Origan, Jn his Seventh 
Book againfl: Celfiu, which fumcicntly proves 
that he attributed Oracles to Damons, only to 
accommodate himfelf to the Times, and to the 
Difputes, which in that Age were between the 
Chriftians and the- Pagans: / wight (laid he) 
make ufe of the Authority of Ariilotle, and the Pc- 
ripateticks, to render the Pythian Oracle fujpefted : 
I could draw from Epicur us and thofe of his SeSk, an 
Infinity of things, that would difcredit Oracles ; and 
J could eafily make it appear, that the Creeks them- 
felws made no griat Account of them $ but conceding 
that they were not Fiftions, nor Impofiures, let us txa- 
mine the Cafe a little more carefully, and confider, 
whether there were any Nectjfity, that a Godfljould 
have any BuJinejS there, and if it were not more rcajb- 
nabk to believe^ that they were managed by cvilDz* 
mons and Genii, that were Enemies to Mankind. 

It is fufficiently evident, that Ongen was in- 
clined to believe of Oracles, as we oo ; but the 

O 3 Pa, 
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' Pagans, whoufed them for a Proof of the'DI- 
vinity of their Religion, had no Reafon to con- 
fent, that they were but the Artifices of their 
Priefts : So, that to gain a little upon the Pa- 
gans, there was a neceffity of yielding to them^ 
what they maintained with fo much Obftinacj^ 
and to let them fee, that tho' there might be 
fomething of Supernatural in the Oracles, yet 
there was no reafon to fay; that a true Divini- 
ty was concerned in them ; and fo Demons 
were to be brought upon the Stage. 

'Tis true, that it had been much better 
wholly to have excluded even the# Damons 
from Oracles ; and by that means, thegfeateft 
Blow would indeed have been given to the Pa- 
gan Religion that* can be imagined. But all 
the World perhaps did not enter fo deep into 
this Matter, and they thought they had done 
enough, when by the Hypothefis of Damons, 
(which folvesthe whole Bufinefs in two words,) 
they difparaged all thofe Miracles, which the 
Pagans could alledgefor their falfe Worfhip. 

This, it is probable, was the Caafe, why in 
the firft Ages of the Church, Men fo general- 
ly embraced this Opinion concerning Oracles. , 
Eor we fee clearly enough into the Darknefs 
Of remote Antiquity, todifcover, thatGhri- 
ftians did not hold this Opinion fo much for 
the Trbth, which they found in it, as fosghe 
Advantages, which it gave them in their Di- 
putcs againft Paganifm : And could they be 
born again in the Age wherein we live, I 
doubt not, v but that being then delivered, like 
us* from thofe itrange Notions, that obliged 
them to that Hypothefis, they would have had 

(4* 
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(almoft all of them) the fame pifefteem of Q- 
racks^ as we have at this time. 

Hitherto, we havfe only taken away the Pre- 
judices that are contrary to our Opinion, and 
which are drawn, either from the Syftem of 
the Ghriftian Religion, . or elfe from Phiiofo- 
pby, with the general Confent of both Pagan* 
and Chriftians. We have anfwered all this, 
not only by making a fimpk Defence, but very 
often x by ftarting Qbje&ions •, but now we fhall 
make our Aflantts with with greater Vigour, 
and demonftrate by all thofe particular Cir- 
cumftances, which we can remark in Oracles^ 
that they never ought to have been attributed 
to Damons. 



C H A P. X. 

That Oracles wre corrupted by Bribery. 

> • . 

rr was fo eafie a matter to corrupt thefe O- 
racles^ that it was very evident that they 
were managed by Men. The Pythian Pricftefs 
PhiUpifes, faid Demofthenes % when he was com- 
plaining that ths Oracles of Defohof were aiway* 
Conformable to the Inter eft uttbiUf. 
* When Ckwnwts, King of Sport*, 
was minded to dethrone Dmaratus, ^ & 
the former King, on pretence that 
he was not the Son of Ariftm Jiis Predeceflbr, 
and that Jrifion himfclf had compfein'd that 
his Son was born a little too* £bon after his 
jMarriage, the Oracle was confuted oji fo diffi* 

O 4 cttl * 
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cult a Qjieftion ; for the thing was of fuck a 
Nature, that it cou'd be decided only by the 
Gods, fiut Ckomtnes himfelf went beforehand 
to engage the Chief Pirieftefs of Delphos, and 
fo fhe declared that Demaratue was not the 
Son of Arifion. The Cheat was fometime after • 
difcov'd, andthePrieftefsdepriv'dofherDig^ 
iiity \ for they were bound to revenge this 
Difhonour done to their Oracks, and to endea- 
vour to rejyair their loft Credit. 

r * During the time that Hipp** 
VyfT*' Vf** Tyrant of Athens, fome Citi- 
zens whom he had hanifli'd j obtained 
of the Pythian Prieftefs, by the force of Mony> 
that wlienthe Lacedemonians (hou'd come to con* 
fult her (no matter on what affairs) Ihe (hould 
always tefl ? em, they muft deliver Athem from 
Tyrany. And the LacedamonUns^ to whom the 
fame thing was always repeated, whatever they 
came about,believ'd at iaft, that the Gods wotfd 
never Pardon thein, if they contemn'd their fo 
frequent Orders ; and thereupon they took up 
Arms againft Hippias, tho' he were their Ally.' 
If t)it Damons delivered Oracks, they were 
always full of Complaifance to thofe Princes 
that were once become Redoubted % aqd 'tis to 
be noted that Hell had a very great regard for 
Alexander and Agufias. Some Historians teU 
lis plainly that Alexander had a mind by his 
abfolut? Authority to make himfelf the Son of 
Jupiter Amman, both for his . Intereft and the 
Honour of his Mother, who was fufpe&ed to 
have had a Gallant much lefs confiderahle than 
filter :"add they add, that before he went to 
the Temple, he caus'd the God to be adver- 
tised 
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tis'd of Ms Will and Picaftrc •, and the Go* 
very honeftly obeyed his Command. Other 
Authors hold, That the Priefts found out of 
themfelves this way of flattering Alexander. 
There is none but Phttarch that grounds this 
Divinity of Alexander on a Miftake of the Prieft 
of Amman* who faluting this King, and intend- 
ing to fay to him in Greek, Oh my 
Sm, pronounced a <r for a r, (for he *$*f r 
was a Lybian, and knew not well «^J2Jf." 
how to pronounce the Greek $ and 0J ,r 
the Words with this Change fignifie, 
ph Son of Jupiter. And the whole Court fail'd 
aot toconftrue this Miftake of the Prieft, to 
thte Advantage of Alexander ; and without 
doubt the Prieft himfelf made it pafs for an In- 
fpiration of the God who bad directed his 
Tongue^ and €0 by Oracles afterwards con- 
$rm'd his ill Pronunciation. This laft man- 
ner of relating this Hiftory pleafes me cx- 
treamly, for I love to find very little Origi- 
nals give rife to mightyThings ; this feems to 
me to be probable, and a Mockery worthy of 
{porting Fortune. 

* AugHftw was fo in Love with 1** **ru&ai' 
via, that he took her by force from * 

lief Husband, big with Child as ihewas-, and 
fo impatient was his Paffion, that he would 
not deferr his Marriage till fhe was delivered, 
but the A&ion being Something extraordinary, 
the Oracle wa$ confulted about it-, who knew 
well how to make its Court to fogloriousa Mo- 
narchy and was not only content to approve 
the Marriage, but aflfur'dhim, that Weddings ' 
never fuc^eed^d better, than when the Bride. 
"■-■'' was. 



j* Tk fSJhty <fQr*ks. 

was already with Child, This fecms to me m 
very ftrange Maxim. 
There were at S farts but two Families, out 
- pf which they might chufe their Kings. But 
I*yfmder y one of the greateft Men that ever 
Sf*rt* bred, fram'daDefign to takeaway tins 
Diftinction, too advantagious for thofe two 
Families, and too injurious to all the reft ^ and 
to open a way to Royalty for all thofc who 
Jiad Merit enough to pretend to it : In order 
to this, hecorttrivMfo pcrplex'd a Plot, that 
J admire how a Man of Wit could hope to drawr 
*ny Socccfs from it. Vlmarch fcys very wefl^ 
that it was like a Mathematical Demoqftrathm* 
to which no Man arrives hot by tedious Me* 
thods. There was a Woman in Pomus, who 
pretended to be big with Child by JfoMo j Ly~ 
fimder caft hb Thoughts upon this Son of Afol- 
Io 7 intending to^mafce nfe of him when he 
feou'd be born ; ( this it was to have a very 
great ForeGght) and he canfies a Report to be 
Spread abroad, that the Priefts of Ddpkos had 
in their poffieffion very ancient Oracles which 
they were not permitted to read* becaufe A- 
foUo had refervVi that Privilege for fbme one 
that fhould come of hh Blood, and who fliould 
come to JMphm to juftifie his Descent. The 
Child of the Woman at Pontus was to be this 
Son of Apulia ; and it was contrived that a- . 
jeeogft thofe myfterioos Ordcks, fo clofely coa- 
cealtt, there flxwrid be one found out, which 
Jhould declare to the Spartans, that they wight 
to give the Crown to Defert only, without ha- 
ving any regard to Families. So that now no? 
thing rorunn'd bet to ftape up fome .£***&;; 

to 
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to get this Son of JpoSo (who was catted ,Si/r- 
TtHs) into the Projeft, to make ban come to 
Itelfhos,, and to bribe the Priefts. All this was 
done, which fcems to roe very furprizing • for 
w*at ftrangc Machines mult they have made 
uft of, for the accomplishing fo great a De- 
fign ? SHemts comes to Greece^ and prepares to 
make himfetf known at Delpbos for the Son of 
.-djjpajft*; but r as ill tack would have it, one of 
Lyfmdefs Creatures having feme Terrors upon 
him; at laft when he found himfelf cmbark'd 
in fo dangerous an Affair, fpoil'd all. 

There is fcarce a more remarkable Example 
to be found in all Hiftory of the Corruption 
of Or aces ^ but in reporting it, I will not diC* 
fcmble a Truth, Which my Author fays no- 
thing of-, which is, that Lyfandtr bad before 
-endeavpur'd to corrupt many other Or^ikr, but 
could not accompMfh it. Bodmo't^MeA to 
take his Money, JufherAmrmn was inflexible, 
and even the Prieffcs of the place fen t Depattes 
to S fart a to accufe Ly fonder $ but by the force 
of his Credit he got himfelf clear 4f that Af- 
fair. The great Prieftefs of Delphos denied to, 
foil him her Voice. And this makes me be-* 
lieve, that there were in Delphos two Colleges, 
which held no Communication one with ano*- 
ther, the /one of Priefts the other of Prieftef- 
fes j for Ly fonder, who could not corrupt the 
great Prieftefs, could yet feflfcientiy corrupt 
the Priefts. The Prieltefles were thofe only 
who deliver'd the Oracks rivoimrt- and who, 
with a thoufand antkk Motions andGrhnaces, 
afted the Fofie#d on the Tripo^ and feemed . 
to rage* yrith the Infpkatiocs of tbc<3od j but 

in 



60 The Hiftory of Oracles. 

in all probability the Pricfts had a Ware-houfe 
of written Prophecies, of which they were the 
Matters, the Difpenfers, and the Interpreters. 

It is not to be doubted, bntthat the Priefts, 
for the Honour of their Trade, would feem ve- 
ry nice and fcrupulous to thofe whodefir'd to 
Bribe ?em, efpecially when things were required 
wherein there was no reafon to hope for much 
Succefs j fuch as was the Novelty, which Lyfan- 
der bad a defign to introduce into the Govern- 
ment of Syarta : and perhaps the Fa&ion of A- 
gepUt*, which was againft that of Lyfander^ 
was fomewhat jealous of his Projeft, and had 
been before-hand with the Oracles. Nor i* it 
to be imagined, that the Priefts of Amman 
would have taken the pains to have come from 
the fertheft part of Libia to Sfarta, to have 
accufed fo great a Man as Lyfander^ if there 
had not been a very good Undcrftanding be- 
tween their Oracles and his Enemies, who en- 
couraged them to accufe him. 



C H A #. XI. 

Of the Eretfion of new Oracles. 

He Oracles , which were fometimes erect- 
ed anew, do as much weaken the Hypo- 
thecs of Damons^ as the Oracles that were cor- 
rupted by Bribery. 

After the Death of Efh*fiion y Alexander , to 
fomfort himfelf, would needs have it believed, 
that Bfhajtim was a God} to which, all his 

Cour- 
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Courtiers confented without any difficulty : 
^ And immediately, Temples were ere&ed in 
• many Cities to Ephafiio^ Feftivals were infti- 
tuted to his Honour, Sacrifices were made to 
him, miraculous Cures were attributed to him, 
and in fine, (that nothing at all might be want* 
ing) they made him deliver Oracles. Lucian 
ikys, that Alexander, who was at firft aftonifli- 
ed to fee the Divinity of Ephafion have fuch 
Succefs, .believed it himfelf at length to be 
true> and found a great deal of Pleafure, in 
thinking not only that he himfelf was a God, 
but that he had alfb the Power of making 
Gods. 

Adrian committed the fame Folly for the 

lovely AntinoHs : In Honour of whofe Memory 

he built the City, of Antimpolis y he coiifecrated 

Temples and Prophets to him (fays St 3V- 

row^.-j:Now there were no Prophets, but in 

I thofe Temples where there wete Oracles ^ and . 

! there is yet remaining this Greek Infcripti- 

i on: 



To Antinous, 



% 



' The Companion of the 6ods of Egypt. M. Ul- 
pius Appollonius'f Prophet. . 

After this, we need not wonder, that Ah- 
gtftut a\fo delivered Oracles, as we find it in 
Prudentins : And certainly Aagufitu was as fit 
to be worlhipped as Antinous or Ephafiion, who 
according to all likelihood^ owed their Divi- 
nity only to their Beauty. 

■ With- 
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Without doubt, thefe new Oracles catrfed e- 
*en thofe, who were the leaft capable of think- 
ing,to make Refle&ions upon them. Was there 
not reafon to believe, that theft were of the 
ferae Nature with the Ancient ones ? And to 
make a due judgment on the beginnings of 
thofe of jimfhiaraus^ Troponins, Orphcxs y and 
of Apollo himfelf, they needed no more than to 
confider thofe of Efhaftion 7 Aminom and A*g*- 
fius: 

'Tis plain however, that they were liot in 
like Credit with thofe of more ancient Dates, 
and that there is a vaft difference between 
them 7 for they (tinted the Gods of the new E- 
dition to certain Anfwers, that were neceffary 
for the flattering of Princes 7 but for any thing 
elfe, they were not ferioufly confultcd. 

For when Qufcftions of Importance were to 
be asked, they went to Delphos. The ancient 
Tripodes bad been in Pofleflion of Futurity, 
time out of Mind •, and the word of a good, 
fage, experiene'd God,was far more authentick 
than that of thefe Upftarts, who were lefs ver- 
fed in the Trade. The Roman Emperors, 
whofe Intereft it was to advance and fet a va- 
lue on the Divinity of their Predeceflbrs (fince 
thettifelves claimed the fame) would have en- 
deavoured to have renderM the Oracles of the 
deified Emperors (fuchas jfygitftus -vizs) more 
celebrated, if it had not been that the People, 
accuftomed to their anicertt Oracles, could not 
have the lame Confidence in thefe - 7 for I would 
willingly believe, that,what Inclination foever 
they had to the moft ridiculous Superftitions, 
yet they laugh'd at thefe new Oracles, and in ge- 
neral, 
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neral, a * *H the Confecrations of new Gods ; 
For how could they poflibly take the Eagle, 
which flew out of the flaming Funferal Pile of a 
Rotnan Emperor, to be the Soul of that Empe- 
rour, that was taking its Flight to Heaven r 

How then came it td pafs, that People were 
deceived at-the firft Erettion of Gods and Ora- 
cle* f f Thus it was, as I conjecture : As for thf 
Gods, Paganifm had only two principal forts 
of them,either Gods who were fuppofed to be 
effentially of a Divine Nature, or Gods which 
did not become fo> till after they had been of 
a humane Nature firft. The former fort were 
declared Gods by the Learned, or by the Le- 
gators with a multitude of Myfteries ; and 
the People neither faw them . nor ever had 
feen them : The fecond fort (tho* the whole 
World knew that they) had been Men, yet 
they) were made Gods by the Inclination of the 
People, in Memory of their Vertues. They 
framed to themfehnsa very elevated Idea of 
the one fort, becaufe they were above their 
View •, and of the other, becaufe they loved 
them. But they could not have that Devotion 
'; for a Roman Emperour, who was qnly made a 
God by the Favour and Order of the Court,and 
not by the Love of the People, and who be- 
fides ttris, was known fo very lately to have 
been a Man. 

As for theO^cft/, their firft Eftabtifhment 
k not difficult to unfold : For, find me but 
half a dozen Perfbns, whom I can perfwade 
that it is not the Sun that makes the Day, and 
I will -not defpaif of prevailing with a whole 
Nation to Embrace the fame Opinion : For 

how* 
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however ridiculous any thing feems at firlh if 
you can but maintain it for fbme time; fo that 
it gains the Authority of Antiquity, it is then 
fufficiently proved. 

There was on the top of ParnajfUs a Hole,out 
of which an Exhalation came, which was of 
fuch a Nature^ that it made Goats dance and ca- 
per, by fuming into their Heads •, and perhaps 
iome Body, whofe Head was filled with this 
Exhalation became anEnthufiaft, fella talking 
without knowing what he laid, and by chance 
fpoke truth. Immediately,, there was fome^ 
thing Divine fancied to be in this Exhalation, 
and that it contained the knowledge of Futu- 
rity; then they begin to approach this Hole with. 
Veneration, and Ceremonies are by little and 
little introduced. Thus in all probability, the 
Oracle of Delfhos was at firft ere&ed. And as 
it owed its Original to an Exhalation^ hich in- 
fe&ed the Head, there was a neceffity that the 
Pythian Prieftefs fhould be in a Fury, when Ihe 
was to prophefie •, but in the greateft part of 
the other Oracles, Fury was not practiced. Let 
but one Oracle be fet up, and you need not doubt 
but a thoufand will follow the Example -, for if 
the Gods can fpeak in one, why fhould they 
not do as well in others ? The People ftruck • 
with the Wonder of the thing, and finding of 
what ufe it would be, and covetous of the Pro* 
fit, which they expe&ed from it, defired no- 
thing more than to fee Oracles fet up in every 
place j and in time, all thefe Oracles got the 
Advantage of Antiquity, which flood them in 
great ftead. And it could not be expe&ed, 
that the new ones ftould have fuch Succefs, 

force 
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fince they were eftabliflied by Princes : where- 
as the People aire njtorf: willing to believe, what 
they make themfelves. 

: Add to all this r that at the tiriie of the firffc 
Inftitution both ot Gods and Oracles , Ignorance 
was,much greater than it was afterwards. Philo- 
fbphy was not then known in the Wofld^and the 
moft extravagant Superftitions had met with 
no contradi&iofl frdta thence. 'Tis true, that 
thofe we czlltbe People are never mighty know-' 
ing; yet the Dulnefs, with which they are al- 
ways pqflefs'd, receives fonie difference accord- 
ing to the Ages in which they live. But thefq, 
. areiome Ages wherein all the World are the 
People, and thofe times without comparifori 
are the moft favourable for the introdu&ionof 
Errors. 'Tis no wonder then, that the People 
hadalels.efteem for the new Oracles^ than tot 
the ancient ones.} but this makes not the old 
.Oracles any whit better than the new ones. Now 
either a Damon wsnt to lodge in the Statue of 
Ephafl'io» i to deliver Oracles from thence (as 
foon as it pleas'd Alexander to ereft one to him 
as to a God ^ ) or if the Statue deliver'dOr^ 
cles without this Damon^ then that tit 'Apollo Py~ 
thms might do fo as well. And it'feems to me 
very ftrange and furprizing, that the Fancy of 
Alexander fliould be able to fend a Damon to 
take pofleffion of a Statue, which Vy that means? 
only was to become an eternal occafion of Ec* 
ror to all Men. ' ' . - " 
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Chap. XII. 
Of the Pisces where Oracles were. 

WE fhtll now enter upon the Hiftory erf 
tfaofe Artifices and Cheats, what the 
Prtefts pra&is'd : which contains many things 
of Antiquity very agreeable and particular. 

Countries that were mountainous (and "by 
c<mfequeocefuIl of Holes, and Caverns) were 
always fullefr of Oracles ; fuch was Bmti« 9 
which anciently, as Plutarch fays, had a num- 
ber of them. Where by the way you may ob- 
ferve that the Basotims had the repute of being 
thefoolilheft Nation of the World j and there- 
fore it was a fit Country for Oracles, being fall 
of Blockheads and Caverns. 

I cannot believe that the firft Eftablifhraent 
if Oracle* was a defign'd Cheat \ but th*t the 
People fell intofome Superflition which gave 
*eni a beginning,aad that afterwards Men of Wit 
made their advantages of 'em : For the Weak- 
iiefs of the People is oftentimes greater than 
could have 'been forefcen •, and many times 
thofe that deceive 'em, think of nothing left, 
until, they themfelves give fome opportunity 
for the Fraud. And my Opinion is, that Ors~ 
-cles were not therefore placed in Batata^ be- 
dwfe Jtis mountainous j but becaufe the Orade 
of Delphos had by chance its beginning there, 
after the manner which we have related,there- 
fore v others, that -were made in Imitation of 
of that in theXame Country, were fituated alfo ' 

in 
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lathe Caverns; the Convenience* of which fci> 
that purpofe, were very well known to the 
Priefts. s : 

. ThfeCuftom afterwards fpread it felf .every*. 
where ; for the Pretence of Divine Exhalati^ 
pn$ render'd thefe Caverns neeeffary : and be-^ 
fiide$ Caverns of themfelves effect one with 4 
certain Horror, which does not a little ad* 
vance Snperftition j and in things that are only ^ 

to make impreffiohs on the Imaginations of ,-** 

Men, nothing is to be negle&ed. it may bo : 

alfa, that the fituation of Delfhos contributedf 
to the making it be efteem'd as a holy Town % 
it was built on a finall Level which was hall 
way up the Mountain oiPtrnaffits^ and enpom- 
pafs'd with Pretipices which fortify'd it with- 
out the help of Art : That part of the Mountain 
which was, above it, had the refemblance of * 
Theater. ; and the Voice of Men, and the Sound ' 

of Trumpets was multiply'd by the Echoes o? 
the Rocks. Do not ydu believe then, thai 
they knew how to make even thefe Echoes of 
great ufe to 'em ? 

The Advantages of the Priefts and the Ma* 
jelly of the Oracles , do equally require thefe 
Caverns ; for which reafon there wa$ no great + 
number of thefe Prophetick Temples fituated, 
on Plains v but yet there were fome-whofe D** 
feQ;s the Priefts knew well enough novtf to ib+ 
roedy, and inftead of natural Caverns, to ac* 
commodate 'em with artificial ones, that is to . 
lay, what they call Sanctuaries, which wen* 
a fort of Caves where the Divinity perpetually 
refided, and where none but the Priefts evst 
entered, - • 
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v&tS* * whcn the py thian prieftc r s p la * 

Oracles are ced her fclf upon the TrivosjMt was 
net ceafd. i n her San&uary, an obicure place 
at fome diftance front a certain little Cham- 
ber, wherein thofe who came to confultthe 
Oracles were to ftand. The Entrance of this 
San&uary was all cover'd over with Boughs of 
Lawrel, by which means thofe who had the 
liberty of approaching it, could make no Di- 
fcOveries. 

• From whence do you think, proceeds the dl- 
verfity that is to be found in the Defcpption 
which the Ancients give of their Oracles ? It is 
becaufe they never faw what pafs'd in thcmofl 
fecred Recefles of their Temples. 

'For example, They agree not among them- 
felves about the Oracle of bodona 9 and yet 
what could be better known to the Greeks? 
jirijt&ky (as Suida* reports) writes, that at 
' Dodona there were' two Columns, upon one of 
which there was a' Bafon Of Brais , and upon 
the other a Statue of a Child who held a 
Whip, the Cords of which being alfo of Brais 
made a noife againft the Bafon, when' they 
were agitated by the Wind. 

Demon (according to the fame Suidas) fays, 
that the Oracle of Jupiter at Dodona is all en- 
compafs'd with Bafons, of which, wheri any 
- One is pufh'd againft the next, the Motion is 
Communicated all round to the reft, and they 
ttake a, Din, which continues for fome time. . 
Others fay, that there was a refounding 
Oak, which (hpok its Branches and Leaves to- 
gether, all the while the Oracle was consult- 
ed^ and its meaning was pronounced by the 
PriefteiTcs ca&t&.Dbdonides. ' » It 
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It k plain from all this, tHat<there jvas no- 
thing certain but the Noifc , which was ,tp be 
heard from without j . but not feeing |the in- i 

ward San&uary, where the Orach reftded, they ] 

only knew, but by Conje&ure, and the falla- \ i 
f ious Reports of the Priefts what catis'd this j 

Noife. Yet we fipd in Hiftory, that forae> ' 
few had the Privilege to enter into thefe San- 
ctuaries 5, but they were Perfons of no iefs Qua- 
lity thaji Alexander and Feftafian. Strabo re- 
ports from CaMfthenes , that Alexander enter'd • 
done with the Prieft into the Sanduary of 
Ammon, and that all the reft heard the Orach 
only from without. 

Taditm alfo relates, that Fe]pafian 7 when he * 
Was at Alexandria, (having already a Defign 
upon the Empire) would needs confult the 
Oracle of .Scripts ^ but before he enter'd, h$ ., 
made every body quit the Temple ^ and yet 
for all this, perhaps he did. not enter into the . 
San&uary/ But the Instances of this Privilege 
are very rare : for my Author averrs, that he 
never knew of any other than thefe two \ un- 
lefs you will add what Tacitus {#$$ of Tit**, to 
whom the Prieft of Paphian Finns difcoyered 
c in fecret many great things , concerning the 
DefignSsWhiph he had then in hand, put yet 
this Example proves lefs than that of Feftrafian, . 
that the Priefts allowed great Men v the liberty 
. of entring into the SanAuary of their Tem- 
ples. Ddubtlefs one ought to have a great deal 
of Credit with the Priefts, to oblige 'em to 
difcover thp Arcana of their Myfteries ^ bqt » 

they did it ORly to Princ.es, whof^ Interest 
£ hey kiiew it was to kpep the Secret j ajj4 who, 
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la the Circumftances which they were thenia> 
Tiad fome particular reafon to raife and not let 
fen the Reputation of Oracles. 

In thefe dark jSanftuaries it was, that all tt£ 
Machines of the Prieft&lay ; and they entered 
into them by intricate Paths under Ground. 
jfa/w/w defcribes to us the Temple of Sertpis 
full of covert Ways : and (to bring, a Tefti- 
mony yet ftronger than his) do not the Holy 
Scriptures difcover to us the Impoftures of the 
fcriefts of Beks, who had a private Conveyance 
Ito enter fecretiy into h\s Temple, and tQ take 
away the Meat which was there oftfer'd to him ? 
It feems to me, that this Hiftory alont ought 
to decide the whole Queftion in our favour j 
for we there have an account of one of the Mi- 
racles of Paganifm , which was the moft uni- 
verially believ'd, how that the Gods took the 
pains to come and Eat the confecrated Meat, 
themfelves. Do the Scriptures attribute this 
Prodigy to bamwt ? Not at all j but to the 
Triefts, who were feipoftors. And it is ht 
this place aljane that the Scriptures vouch&fe 
to give the defcription of a Pagan Miracle ; and 
Tby not advertifiug us that the reft were not of 
the fame nature, they give us plainly to under- 
ftand that they were. After all, how much 
eafier was it to. perfwade People that- the Gods 
defcended into Statues to fpeak to 'em , an4 
give 'em wholefome Jnflru&ions, than that 
they came down to eat the Members of Goats; 
and Sheep? And therefore furely if it was the 
Friefts that eat, and not the Gods'; by much 
ftronger reafon, it was they that propound 
the Oracles in their ftcacj. 

" ; "' "^ ;:"' ti» ? 
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The Cavities of the San&uary, increased the 
Voice, and caused tebqundkg Echoes, which 
imprinted a fort of awful Terror in all that ap- 
proached it : you fee alfo in all the Poets that 
the Pythian Priefteflcs ftram'd their Voices, fo 
much beyond the pitch of Nature, that tney 
appear'd to be more than Humane. Perhaps 
too that fort of * Trumpet which 
multiplies the found, was not then T^jjS* 
altogether unknown : and it may be S£&>^ ' 
Sir Samuel Moreland^ has but revi- &*%#. 
ved this Secret, which the Pagan 
Priefts knew before him j tho' they chofe ra- 
ther to get Profit by concealing it, than Ho* 
hour by publithing it. And Father Kirker af- 
fures us that Alexander had one of thefe InftruT 
ments, with which he made himfelf be hear£ 
by his whole Army at the fame time, Ther$ 
is one little thing which I will not forget, be* 
paufe it ferves to demonftrate the e.xtreatrt Aj?* 
plication which the Priefts had to Cheating, 
From the San&uary, or bottom of the Tem- 
ple, there came out fometimes a very agree- 
able Vapour which filled ail the place wher$ 
the Confulters were : It was the arrival of the 
God, you muft know, that perfutn'd all. Judge 
then, if Men who carried on their Impoftures 
focurioufly as to defcend to thefe Triflcs,woflld 
ji?gle& any thing that was effejiti4. 
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G H A P. XIII. 

Of the Dijin&ions ofDdys^and other My* 
jteries of Oracles. 

THc Priefts negle&ed not any kind of Prfr 
caution •, and therefore they had certain 
Day? on which np Man was permitted to confult 
t\\t Oracle. This had a myfterious Air, which 
is ftill much praftie'd in like Matters h but yet 
the chief Advantage which they drew from it, 
w*s, That they could put you off wi£h this 
pretext till another time, either if they had np 
mind to give yoij any Anfwer at all, or if they 
thought fit to have this time of filenceforthe 
faking ihpir Meafures and making their pre- 
paratives. v , 

pft pecafion of thefe pretended unlucky 
Days, there was deliyer'd to Alexander one of 
the pleafihteft Oracles th&t ever was, ]He went 
to Defyhos to coxifult the God, and the Prieft- 
efs, pretending that it was not then a lawful 
time tp Interrogate^ would not enter into the 
Temple. Jkxandtr^ who was very rpugh and 
impatient, took the Erieflefs by the £rm, and 
led her in by force j whereupon die cry'd out, 
Jih 7 my Son., you are not to btnfifiedl* I defireno 
more, (fayijlkxanderji this Qracl^ is inoagbfoir 
ipe. 

But the Prjefts had got another Secret tp 
gain time when they pleafect : Before they 
woujd confult the Oracles they muft Sacrifice j 
jifld if the Entrails tff the Vi&im were not luc- 
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)ky, then the God was not in an Humour to 
anfwer ; now pone judged of the Vi&ims buf 
the'Prieffcs : ati<J, for the moft part (as it ap- 
pears by many Examples) they were alone 
when they examin'4 'em : And -often, to de- 
lay the time, they would make Men begin , 
their Sacrifice a new, and bring a fecond Vi- 
ctim, tho' they h^pl already offefd one that 
had the fine'ft Heart and Liver in the World. 

What were calTd the Myfterips and fepret 
Ceremonies of the Gods,were without doubt the 
beft Artifices the Priefts could invent to keep 
People in the Dark j and yet they could not fo 
well hide the Juggle, but that the Cheat would 
be fufpe&ed by many Perfons •, and therefore 
they contrived among themfelves to eftablifh 
certain Myfteries, which fhould ingpge tbofc 
that were initiated into them to an inviolable 
Secrecy. 

'Tis true there were Myfteries in thofe 
Temples where there where no Qracles^ but 
ijiere were no Oracles^ but what had I^yfteries \ 
as for Inltance in that of PelploQs : Plutarch,, i& ' 
his Dialogues, fo often cited, fays; That there 
was no Perfon in the Town of Delpbos^ nor in 
jail that Country, that was not initiated into 
their Myfteries, and fo every body had his De- 

Spndahce on the Priefts ^ and if any one had 
aredto have opened his Mouth againft 'eni, 
they prefently cried ot»t, O the Athti&l O the 
imfioHsMan! and he \yould have 4*#wn upop 
fcimfelf, by his plain Dealing, fuch Inconve- 
niences as he could never have got quit of. 
But yet, if there had been no fuch Myfteries, 
the Inhabitants of Dctphos, would have been al- 
•*""' '•-/•■'•-■' ' * / ■•"* v ' * " wa£s 
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ways obliged to have conccaPd the Knavery 
of their Pricfts ; for Deifhos was a City which 
Tmd no other Revenue but that of its Temple, 
and was maintained only by its Oracle • bat for 
all that, the Priefts #tre not contented till 
they had Jfecured the People to themfelves by a 
double Tie, and fo they annexed Superftitian 
to their Intereft. And without doubt a Man 
who had fpoken 111 pf their Crocks, would 
Yiave been wondrous well received in fuch a 
Town. 

Thofe, who were initiated into their Mjr- 
ileries, gave alfo further Security for their Di- 
fcretion ; for they were oblig'd tp make a Con- 
feffion to their Priefts of all the moft private 
Anions of their Lives: fo that by this means 
they became Slaves to their Priefts, that their 
own Secrets might be kept. 

It was upon this fort of Confcflion that a 
Lacedemonian, who was going to initiate him- 
felf into the Myfteries of Samothrace, fpoke 
roundly thus to the Prieft : If I have committed 
arty Crimes , furely the Gods are not ignorant of 



'em. 



Another anfwer'd almoft after the fame man* 
ner ; fs it to you, or to God we ought to confeJS our 
Crimes? It is to God, lays the Prieft. WeU 
then, retire thou, anfwered the Lacedemonian* 
and M confep 9 em to God. Thefe Lacedemoni- 
ans were not very full of the Spirit of Devotir 
on, and I do not doubt but there might have 
been fome Men wicked' enough to go and make 
> a falfe Confeflion, to get himfelf initiated into 
their Myfteries, and then afterwards to make 
a Difcovery of all their Extravagancies, and 
publilh the Cheats of the Priefts. J 
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I believe that this Mitfortune may hare hap- 
pened, Sbtf tho* Prieftstifed all poffible means 
to prevent fuch Difcoveties : They bbferved 
Aarrowly what Petfbns they were, with whom 
they had to do $ and, 111 warrant you* the 
twd Lacedaemonians, whom we have mention- 
ed, were not admitted. Betides, they dock- 
red the Epicureans incapable of t>eing initiated 
into their Myfteries, becaufe they were a fort 
erf Men, who made it their Bufmefs to laugh 
at ttiem y and I believe, they never delivered 
Crocks to tihem : Nor was it very, difficult to 
know them: for all thofe among the Greeks, 
who applied themfelyes to Literature, made 
tftoice of fome Se& of Philofophy, or other^ 
mid took their Appellation from that Se&, al- 
molt as we do from a Cotmtry. For Example, 
there were three Dmetrinfa, which were thus 
diftinguflhed ; one was Demetrius the Cynick^ 
the other* Demetrius the Stoick, and the third, 
Demetrius the Peripatetick. This Cuftom of 
excluding the Epicureans from all Myfteries, 
was fo general, and fo neceflary for the ftcu- 
riq^ of Sacred Things, that it was made ufe of 
by that grand Cheat, whofe Life Locum def- 
pribes fo agreeably •, I mean that Alexander^ 
who fooled the Greeks fo long a trine with 
bis Serpents : But be alfo added the Chriftians 
to the Epicureans ; for he thought one no bet- 
ter than the other ; And before he began hi? 
Ceremonies, he always cried, Let the Chrijti- 
am be put out. To whom the People anfwered 
in a kind of Chorus, Let the Epicureans be pup. 
cut dfo. Nay, Jhe did far worfe than all this * 
jfor feeinghiqjfelf ^ofrmented by thefe two forts 
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of People, (who, tho'pulhedbydiffmfttlntc- 
refts ? yet confpired together to torn his Cere- 
monies into Ridicule) he declared .that Porttns 
(where he then lived) was filled with wicked 
People, and that the God, whofe Prophet he 
was, would fpeak no more, if they did not 
rid therpfdves of them •, and upon this, they 
putrdered all the Epicureans and the Chrtfti- 
ans. , 

.Bafhutm Apollo, in the Suburbs of Antioch^ 
was in the fame Uneafinefs, when, in the time 
of Julian the Apoftate, he anfweted all thole, 
who asked him the Caufe of his Silence, that 
they muft lay the Blame on certain dead Peo- 
ple, who were interred in the Neigboprhood. 
Theft dead People were Chriftian Martyrs, 
and among the reft , St. Babilas. "Now the 
current Opinion is, that it was thePrefence of 
thefe bleffed dead Bodies, which deprived the 
X>amms of the Power of fpeaking in the Ora- 
cle ^ but 'tis more probable, that the great 
concourfe of Chriftians, which daily vifited 
the Seplchers of thefe Martyrs, incommode^ 
' the •Priefts of AdoUo, who did not care that 
fuch clear-fighted Enemies fhould be Witnef- 
fes of their Anions j and therefore they endea- 
voured by this falfe Oracle^ to obtain or the Pa- 
gan Emperor, that he would caufe thefe Bo- 
dies, of which the God pomplained, to be caft 
out from thence. 

Rut let us return to tjie Artifices of the ' 
Priefts, of which the Oracles are full : And to 
comprehend in one Refle&ion alone, all thofe 
that can be made upon them* I would fain 
have fome one tell me, why the Damons could 
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not predlft what was to come, unlefs they weife 
in Holes, in Caverns and in obfeiire Places ? 
Ami why they did not animate a Statue, in 
fome common Road, where four High-ways 
met, expofed on all fides to the View of the 
World? But it may pcrhaf>s be faid, that 
thofe Oracles, which were given in anfwer to 
fealed Letters, and thofe that were delivered 
by Dreams, could not have been without D*~ 
mom •, but 'twilj be very £afie for us to (how, 
that they had nothing in them more wonder- 
ful and miraculous than the reft. 
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Of Oracles that were delivered i# Anfwer to 
Sealed Letters. 

THe Priefts were not fo fcrupulous in that 
Point, as not to uafeal the Letter^ that 
were brought them. The Cuftom was to lay 
them upon the Altar : After which the Tem- 
ple was to be (hut ; but the TPriefts knew very 
well how to enter, without being perceived. 
Or clfe, they put the Letters into the Hands 
of the Priefts, that they might fleep upon 
them, and receive in a Dream the Anfwer, 
which they were to return : And in both Ca- 
fes, they had the leifore to open them private- 
ly. For the doing this, they had many fecret 
Arts : Some of wnich we fee pra&ifed by the 
falfe Prophet of Lueian. And they are to be 
feen inLucUn himfelf by any one/ that hsa 
' . ».-■ -the 
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the Curiofity to know how the Letters of thf 
Ancients were to be opened* without its teii*g 
j perceived that they were fo. ..-.•*■ 

;/ , Certainly, they made ufe of (one of theft 

| Secrets, to open thofe Letters, that the Go- 

i yernour of CilicU (of whom Plutarch fpeaks) 

[ had fent to the Orach of Mcffus^ which was at 

f MdUrn^ a City of that Province. The Gover* 

' nour knew not what to think of the Gods; 

for he was poffefled by the Epicureans with 
- v many Doabts, which they had put into hfc 

■ ^ Head: So that, he was refolved, as Plutarch 

\ pleafantly obferyes, to fend a Spie among the 

I Deities, to learn what he could of them : So 

i he gave him a Letter very carefully fealed, to 

! carry to the Orotic of Moffits. This Envoy 

I . came, and, asthe'Cuftom was, laid his Letter 

| upon the Altar, and himfelf flept in the Tern- 

[ . pie, where he faw in a Dream* a Man, very 

\ well made, who faid to him, Black. He car- 

cried back this Anfwer to the Governour with 
his Letter fealed ju# as he fent it, to all ap* 
pearance. The Anfwer feemed very ridicu- 
lous to the Epicureans, that were at Court ^ 
1 ,hut himfelf was ftruck with Aftoniftuttent and 
Wonder at it j and opening his Letter before 
them, he* fhowed them what he had written^ 
which was this Qjieftioa : Shall I Sacrifice to you 
a whue or a black Bullock f After this Miracle, 
he was all his Life very much devoted to the 
God Mopfa. We wiU hereafter difcover to 
c you the Myftery of the Dream v hut it is ihffi^ 

dent at prefent to tell you, that there is no 
4oubt, but that the Letters were opened and 
felled a$a& withgreatDexterity aai Addrefi, 
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for what neceflky was there offending a Let- 
ter to the Temple, if a Demon was to make 
the Anfwer ? And if it fomctimes happened 
fo* thsit the Priefts durft not venture to open 
tBte Letter, thea they endeavoured by their 
Gunning, to difcover what Men came to the 
Qratk about \ for they were commonly Perfona 
of Note, and who had fome Defign or Paflion 
in their. Heads, that was notunknow to the 
World. And the Priefts had fo much Conver- 
fation with thofe that came to confult, either 
at their Sacrifices, or during the Detyys, that 
were made by the Oracle^ before it would aa- 
fwer, that it was not difficult to draw from 
their own Mouths (or at leaft to conjecture) 
what was the Caufe of their Voyage : They 
made them offer one Sacrifice after another f 
till they had gotten fome Light into their Af- 
fairs : They put.them alfo into the Hands of 
certain little Officers of the Temple, who, (ua* 
der pretence of fhowing them the Antiquities,, 
the Statues, the Paintings, and the Offerings,) 
managed the Matter fo well, as to pump many 
things out of them concerning the Bufiaefe 
which they came about* Thefe Antiquaries 
(like thofe who live upon this Trade now ia 
ltdf) were in all the Temples that were any 
thing confiderabte. They knew by Heart att 
the Miracles that were done, they let forth to 
you the Power and Wonders of their God, and 
they recounted to you a long Story pf ivery 
Prefent that was coafecfated to him. And 
therefore, b*ci*& fays very pleafantly, thataU 
this fort of Men lived and fubfifted on Fables j 
wd that in Grew, they would Jure* been, very 

aa- 
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angry to havfc been told truth, tho' it had colt 
them nothing. If thofe who came to confult 
the Orifckj would not tell all thcmfelves, yet 
their Servants > could not hold thett Peace. 
You mutt know, that in an Orverie-Town, there 
were fcarcc any Perfons but Or*cfe-Officers : 
Some were Prophets arid Priefts •, others, Po- 
ets (who put into Vcrfe the Oracles, which 
were delivered in Pf ofe j) others, fimple Inter- 
preters ; others, little Sacrificers, who killed 
the Viftims, and examined their Intrails; o- 
thers, Sellers of Perfumes and Incenfe, or of 
Beafts for the Sacrifices j others, Antiquaries : 
and in fine, all the reft were but Inn-keepers,- 
whom the ^reat refort of Strangers inriched. 
Now all thefe People were for the Intereft of 
the Oracle and the God : And if by the means' 
of the Servants belonging to thefe Strangers,- 
they difcovered any thing worth the knowing* 
you need not doubt but they foon advertized 
the Priefts of it 

The falfe Prophet, Jkxander, who had fetf 
up his Oracle in Vonttu, had Correfpondents e- 
-ven in Rome it felf, who fent him an Account 
of the moft fecret Affairs of thofe who* went 
to Confult him •, by this means he could an- 
fwer, without the Trick of opening theft Let- 
ters* And thefe Corrcfpondencies were doubt- 
lefs not unknown to the Priefts of Afollo of Cla- 
ros y if it be true, that it was fufficient only to 
tell them the Names of thofe that confulted 
them. Tacitks fpeaks thus of them in his Se- 
cond Book of Annals: Germanicus went to con* 
ffdt Apollo vf Claros, where a Woman does net 
deliver the Oracles, a* at D^lphos, but a Man 
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eho/en out of certain Families, and who is almost aU 
-ways Milehis j you need tell him only the Number 
and Names of them that come to confab him ; and 
then he retires into a Grofto^ and having taking fome 
Water from a certain fectet Fountain there, he an* 
fiver's you in Verfe, to whatever you have in your 
Thoughts , though for the molt fart, he is a very ig" 
nor ant Fellow. 

Here we may obferve, that the Ordck of 
JDclphts was committed to the management of 
a Woman, becaufe (he had nothing elfe to do 
there, but to make ridiculous and akick Ge- 
lfcures, and to aft the being poflefled and in- 
spired \ but becaufe that of Claros had more 
Difficulty in it, therefore a Man only w&s to 
be intrufted with it. We riiay further remark, 
that the Ignorance of the Prophet* ( which 
was indeed the greateft Wonder of the Oracle ,) 
could not be very eafily difcovered j for the 
Damon of the Oracle, as much a Damon as he 
was, laid it down for aiyindifpenfible Rule^ 
that they mult bring him the Names of thofc ' 
who confulted him. But we are not come to 
. that yet ; it is fufficient to Have Ihown how 
they could anfwer, not only tofeal'd Letters^ 
but alfo to fimple Thoughts. Ills true, they 
could not anfwer to the Thoughts of all the 
World : For what the Prieft of Claros did fat 
Germankus, he could not do for a private Citi* 
zenof Rome* 
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Chap. XV. 
Of Oracles delivered in Dreams. 

THe Number of (hacks delivered in Dreams ' 
is very great •, for this Way had more of ' 
Wonder in it than any other, and yet was not 
very difficult in the PraAice. The mofl: fa- j 
moils of all thefe Oracles was that of Trophomm 
in Buotiar: Trofhwins was but a fimple Heroe, ' 
7 but his Oracle was delivered with more Cere- 
monies than thofe of any Gpd. 

Panfanias himfelf, who had been to confult 
it, and who had pafs'd through all it&Ceremo- ; 
Hies, has left us a very ample Defcription of it : 
And I believe, that an exaft Abridgment of 
his Relation will not be difagretable to the 
Reader. 

Before any Body defcended into the. Den of 
Trophomusj they were obliged to pafs a certain 
number or Days in a kind of little Temple or 
Chapel call'd the Chapel of good Fortune, and 
of the good Genius. During this time they 
ufed Expiations of all forts ; they abftain'd 
from hot bathings •, they wafh'd themfelves ve- 
ry often in the River Herein** ; they facrifie'd 
to Trophonius and all his Family, to A folk, to 
Jupiter , furnam'dtheKinjr, to Saturn, t^Jmo, 
to one Ceres Enropajfiho had been Nurfe to 7>o- 
phonim • and they lived 6nly upon the Flelh of 
the Sacrifices. It is glib more than probable 
that the Priefts lived upon nothing elfe. The 
Entrails of all thefe Viftims were tq be ex- 

amined, 
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amined, to fee if Irofhonim thought fit that 
the Confulters fhould defcend into his Den ; 
but if thefe had yielded all the moft happy O- 
mens in the World, yet it would not do^ for 
the decifive Entrails were thofe of a ' certain 
Ram, which was to be fecrifie'd laft ; and if 

* they were favourable, then the Confulters were 
■ led in the; Night to the Hiver Herein**, where 

two young Lads about thirteen or fourteen 
years Old, rubbed all their Bodies over with 
Oil ; then they conduced them to the Source 
of the River, arid there they made them drink 
of two forts of Water-, thofe of Lethe., which 
effaced out of their Mitids all the prophage 
Thoughts which beforfe pofFefsM 'em ; and 
thofe of Jkkemojyne, which had the Virtue to 

• make them remember whatfoever they fliould 
fee in the facred Den. After all thefe Prepa- 
ratives, they were foow'd the Statue of Tro* 
phonius, to which they made their Prayers -, and 
then they were covered with Unnen Vefts, 
which were girt about them with certain facred 
Band-let*, and fo at laft they were admitted 
to the Oracle. , 

Thi Oracle ftood upon a Mountain, and wa$ 
, encompafled with a Wall of white Stones, up- 
on which Obelisks of Brafs were ere&ed : With- 
in this Circle was a Cavern of the Figure of aa 
Oven, cut out by Art, whofe Entrance was fb 
ftrait, that Men did not defcend into it by 
Stairs but by little Ladders, and when they 
were come to the Bottom, they found another 
Httle Cavern,, whofe Entrance was yet ftraiter : 
Here they laid themfelves down upon the Eajth, 
and took into each Hand certain Compofitions 

<lz of 



} 



V. 



84 The Hiftory of Orades. . 

of Honey which they were 'obliged to carry* 
and then they put their Feet within the open- 
ing of the little Cavern, and immediately they 
perceived themfeives pulled into it with pinch 
force and fuddennefs. 

Then it was that things to come were de- 
clared to 'em ; but not to all in the feme man- 
ner ; fot fome heard and did not feq, and thofe 
that law where not to hear. After this they 
came out of the pen, creeping upon the Earth, 
as they entered in, with their Feet foremofl: : 
Immediately they were put into the Chair ox 
Mnmofyne, where they wer$ asked what they 
had feen or heard ; thence they were led into 
the Chapel of the good Genius, being ftill quite 
amaiz'd and out of their Wits ; but retrieving 
their Senfes by little and little, they began to 
be able to Laugh -, for till then the Grandeur of 
the JMyfteries, and the Divinity with which 
they were filled, had prevented it ; though for 
ipy part I think one may well wonder how they 
could refrain fo long. ; ,- 

Paufanias tells us that there was one Man who 
enter'd into the Den of Trophomns and never, 
came out again : This was a certain Spy that 
Demetrius fent thither, to fee if there were any 
thing in that Holy Place, worth the plunder- 
ing. The Body of this unhappy Man was af- 
terwards found a far off from thence •, for 'tis 
to be fuppos'd that he was caft out of the fa- 
cred Den by fome more fecret way than he en* 
ter'd into it. 

It is very eafie for us to make Refle&ions up- 
on all this j for what leifure and opportunity 
could the.Priefts want during all the Sacrifices 

which 
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wtqch they obliged Men to make,, to qualifie 
them for the entrance into this facred Den ? For 
certainly Trophomas knew how to, chooft his 
Men,and would not receive every Body. How 
did all thefe Wafhings, Expiations^ and Night* 
watchings, ahd thefe Pauages into their ftraii 
and obfcure Caverns, fill Mens Minds with Su- 
perflation, Dread and Fear ? How many Ma- 
chines were at work in thofe dark triaces? 
The Hiftoiry of the Spy of Demetrius allures us, 
that there was no Security in the Den, for 
thofe who came thither with malicious Inten- 
tions ; and that befides the facred Pafiage into 
it, which if as known to all the World, the 
Den had another fecret one, which was known 
only to the Priefts. When Men were drawn 
in by their Feet, it was doubtlefs done by 
Cords, (tho* not perceiv'd ; ) for they could 
not. put their Hands to fed what it was that 
drew 'em, becaufe they were embarafs'd with 
thofe Comppfitions of Honey, which they were 
oblig'dnot to let go. And perhaps thofe Ca- 
verns were foil of Perfumes and Odour which 
ftupefied the Brain : And the Waters of Lethe 
and Mnemofyne were, alfo ('tis probably) pre- 
paid for the fame effe&. To fay nothing of 
the frightful Sights and the Noifes which they 
might be terrified withal j and when they came 
out fropi thence little better than diftra&ed, 
they talk'd ftrangely of what they had feen or 
. heard j fo that People taking ad va ntage of their 
Diforder, might colled what they pleas'd, 
and change it as- they thought fittirig, and 1$ 
fipe, interpret it as they lifted themfelyes. 

0,3 Add 
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Add to all this, that there were fome of thofc 
OfW/wwhichwere delivered in Dreams, where 
one muft prepare one's felf by falling, 
* ritllofta* as that of * Amphiaraks ill Antra j 
iffifA- and then if your Dream could not 
poiioniu$. receive a clear Interpretation, they 
made you Jleep again in the Tem- 
ple, (at frelh Charges) and never faiPd to fill 
your Head with Fancies fit to make you Dream 
of Gods and extraordinary things : And for 
the mod part, yog were to fleep upon the 
Skins of Viftims, which perhaps were rubb'd 
with a Drug which had fome odd effeft on the 
Brain. 

But when it was the Priefts who fleeping up- 
on the fealed Letters, had thetofelves the Pro- 
phetick Dreams, you may eafily imagine, that 
thofe Dreams were not vfcry difficult to un- 
fold. ♦ 

Indeed the Care, tha{ the Pagan Priefts took 
to hide their Impoftures,, feems to haVebeefl 
greater than it needed to have been •, for if 
People were credulous and ftupid enough to 
content therafelves with the Dreams of the 
Priefts, and to give credit to them, then there 
Was no neceflity, to fuffer them to dream la 
the Temples : And the Prieft might have re* 
ferved this Privilege tothemfelves alone, with- 
out any Contradi&ion. For confidering what 
fort of People they were, whom they had to 
do withal, it was too much Honour for them, 
to be cheated with Precaution and Addrefs. 
# pr< There was in Aehaia * an Orack - 
^paujanir Q £ ^4ermry y which was delivered in 
this manner : After maiiy Ceremo- 
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hies, they whifpered the God in, the Ear, and 
asked him what Queftion they pleas'd, and af- 
terwards 'they itopt. their own Ears with their 
Hands, and thefirft Words which they heard 
after they were come out of the Temple, was 
taken to be the Anfwer of the God. And to 
th? end that the Priefts might more eafily caufe 
them to hear what they pleas'd, and the irapo- 
ftore not be difcover'd, this Oracle was always 
to.be confulted in the Night. 



CHAP. XVI. 

Of tbe Ambiguity of Oracles, 

2Ne of the greateft Secrets of the Oracles, 
and one of the things which moft of all 
•s us that they were managed by Men, 
is their Ambiguity, and the Art' that was u- 
fed to contrive fuch Anfwers as would be fuit- 
able to any Event that was likely to happen. 
* When Alexander fell fick all of a " 

fudden at Babylon, fome of the Prin- 3™; 
dpal of his Court wept to pafs a 
Night in tbe Temple of Serapis, to inquire of 
-that God, if it were not fit for 'em to bring 
their King thither to be cured by him. The 
God anfwer'd, that it was betterfor him to re- 
main where be was. SerapisMA reafon 1 for 
if he had advifed the bringing Alexander thi- 
ther, and he*ad died by the way, or m the - 
Temple itfelf, what would they not have laid ( 
But if the Ring continued at Babylon and reco- 
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ver'd his Health there, what a mighty Glory 
would it have brought the Oracle? And if he 
died, it might be (aid to be the befl: that coold 
befal him after the Conquefts that he had made, 
which if he lived, he could neither augment 
nor preferve. And without doubt this laft In- 
terpretation was made for the Honour of Sera- 
fit, after Alexander was Dead. 

Mtcrobitft fays, that when Trajan had a De- 
figa of Attacking the Parthians, he was defired 
to confult the Oracle of the City HelioplU a- 
iout it, whither the manner was only to fend, 
a fealed Letter. Now, tho' Trajan put no 
. great Confidence in Oracles, yet hp fent a feal- 
ed Letter thither, in which there was nothing 
written, and they fent him back a fuitable An- 
- fwer, that is, none at all. So that Trajan be- 
ing now convinced of the Divinity of Oracks. 
fends another fealeo; Letter, in which he de- 
mands of the GodV Whether he mould finilh 
the War, that he had undertaken, and return 
to Rome, or not? The God ordered, that they 
ftould take a Vine, which, was one of the Of- 
ferings of the Temple, and cut it in pieces, 
and fo carry it to Trajan. The Event, fays 
MacrobW) was conformable to the Oracle ; for 
' Trajan dying in this War. his, .Bones, which' 
were reprefented by the broken Vine, were 
carried toJRome. 

All the World knew for certain that the Em- 
peror defigned to make War with the Parthi- 
ans, and that this was the Bufinefs about which 
he consulted the Oracle: And, the Oracle was 
Jo fanning, as to return him an Allegorical 
AJf we r> ( an & fo general an one, that it could 

not 
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iiot feil of being true : For if Trajanhzd re- 
turned to Rome, either Vi&orious, but hurt, 
or having loft fome part of his Soldiers v or if 
he were O vercome,and his Army put to Flight ^ 
or if any Divifion had been amongfl: his Men j 
or if any Mutiny had happened amongfl: the 
Parthians -, or if any had happened at Rome in 
the At>fence of the Emperor* if the Parthi- 
ans had been wholly conquered -, or if they had 
been but partly worfted, or that they had been 
abandoned by Tome of their Allies, in any one 
of thefe eafes, this broken Vine miraculoufly 
had foretold all : And there was go queftion, 
but fome one of thefe would happen. And I , 
believe the Bones of the Emperor that were 
carried to Rome, and by which they explained 
the Oracle , were, for all that, the only thing of 
which the Oracle never thought 

This Viqe puts me in Mind of a kind of 0- 
racle that accomnuxjated itfelf to every thing, 
of which, as Apuleus tells us, the Priefts of the 
Goddefs of Syria were the Inventors. They 
made two Verfes, the Sence whereof was this ; 

Two Oxen yoVd together cut the liarth, 
And make the Fields produce a fruitful Birth, 

Now there was no Queftion, which they 
could not Anfwer with thefe two Verfes. For 
if they were confulted upon a Marriage, it 
was the fame thing, Oxen yoked together, and a 
fruitful Birth. If they were confulted about the 
Purchace of any Land, again^ it was, Toked Ox* 
pi, and fruitful Fields. If about a Journey \ the , 
Qxen yoked together, and fo ready to go forth, 
' » ' " and 
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a*d the fruitful Fields promifed a great Profit or 
Succefs by the Journey.' If one went to War, 
thefe Oxen under theToh, do clearly fignifie, that 
you (hall put your Enemies under the Yoke. 
Certainly, this Goddefs of Syria did not love 
much Tatling, audhadfoundf out the true Se- 
cret to fatisfie all Queftions with one fingle 
Anfwer. 

Thofe, whorcceivedthefe ambiguous Oru- 
dis, took the pains very willingly to juftifie 
them, by adjufting the Succefs and Predi&oa 
together. And oftentimes, that which had 
but one Sence (in the Intention of thofe who 
delivered the Oracle, ) was, after the Event, 
found to have two. ^For the Impoftors might 
be ftcure, that their Honour would be preier- 
ved with all the Care imaginable by thofe very 
Perfons whom they abufed. Thus, when the 
falfe Prophet Alexander was asked by Rut Hi Anus ^ 
what Matters he (hould provide for his Son j 
he anfwered, that he fhould let him have Py- 
thagoras, and Homer. Rutiliams took it in the 
plain Sence, that he fhould ftudy Philofophy 
and Humanity. But the young Man dying with- 
in a few Days after, they reprefented to RutilU 
anus, that the Prophet was very much mifta- 
ken : But Rutilianus found out (tvith a very 
great deal of Subtilty) that the Death of his 
Son was foretold by the Oracle, becaofe it ap- 
pointed Pythagoras and Homer, two dead Men, 
for his Tutors. 
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I C H A P. XVII. 

'. The Cherts of the Oracles m*»*ftftly difio* 
c vered* 

£ ' ■ ■■ , : 

BUt there Is now no need of being any far- 
ther folicitous to deteft the Cunning of 
* the Priefts, by Subtilties fpun almofl: as finely as 
«: * their own ; for they were fully and clearly dif- 
i cdveted to the Eyes of the whdle World, when 
: the true Religion triumphed entirely over Pa- 
ganifiti, under the Chriftian Emperors. 

^Theodoret*&j^ that Tbeophilas Bifliopof Al- 
exdndria, fhewed the Inhabitants of that Town, 
the hollow Statues, into which the Prieffs pri- 
vately crept to deliver their Oracty. 

When by the Order of Cmfiamme the Tern* 

pie of t/£fc»Ufi$ts \b Cilieia, was pluck'd down jL 

they chafed, thence, (fays Eufebins, in the Life of 

this Emperor,) not a God- nor a Damon, bur 

the Cheat , that had Jo long deluded the People. He; 

addsy that in general, in the demolifocd Idols^ 

they found no Gbds at all, nor Damons, nor 

I fo much * a melancholy Shade or obfeure Spe T 

'■ &er ; but pnly fome Hay, Straw, or Ordures, 

or the Bones of dead Men. It h from him, 

[ that we learn the Hiftory of theotechnus, who 

I fet np in the City of Antioch, the Statue of Jh- 

\ fiter, God of Friendjhip * 7 which queftionlcfs was 

"J contrived to deliver Oracks, fince Eufebins fays, 

{ that they were Prophets belonging to this God. 

; Theotechnnsj upon this Account got fo great 

' (predit, that Maximin made him Governour of 

all 
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all the Province. But Lkimus coming to An* 
eioch; andfufpe&ingthelmpofbrc, caufed the . 
Priefts and Prophets of this new Jupiter ^ to be 
tortured with the Rack j hereupon they con- "j 
fefledall, and both tljty and their Accomplices i 
were put to sl cruel Death, their Matter Tk- 
mcknus buffering firft. The fame Eufebins^ fc 
the fourth Book of his Evangelical Preparati- 
ons, fays, that in his time, the moft famous 
prophets among!!: the Pagans, and their moft 
celebrated Divines, of whom fome were Ma- 
giftrates of thei* Cities, were compelled by 
Torments to difcover the very. Particulars of 
all the Cheats of the Orteles. If we were now 
to make out what the old Chriftians believed of 
them, all thefe Paflkges of Eufebws^ in my O- 
pinion, would decied the Queftion. They ad-, 
mitted Damons indeed in a certain general Sy- ' 
ftem,. which ferved for their Difputesj but 
when they came to particular matters of Faft, 
they fpoke little of them, or rather direftiy 
denied them. n 

I cannot believe, that we need any better 
Witneflfes againft the Dampw, than the Pagan 
Priefts themfelves, by whofe Goofeffions, the 
thing feems to me to be clearly mack out. I 
will o ply therefore add one Chapter about' their 
Lots j not to difcover the Impofture of them, 
for that is comprehended in what we have al- 
ready faidof Oracles in general y and befides 
it will be fufficiently apparent of its felf j but 
that I may not omit a Species <ofOr*cles very 
-femoiis in Antkjuity. 
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ch a *. xvni. 

Of Lots, 

TT Ots arc the Effeds of Chance, and, as it 
I i were, the Oracles of Fortune, by which 
ihe decides all things: and they are the Inftru- 
rtents we make ufe of, to know what this De- 
cifionis. 

Thefe Lots for the molt part were a kind of 
Dice, whereon were ingraven certain Chara- 
cters, or Words, the Explication of which was 
to be fought for, in Tables made for that pur- 
' pofe. The manner of ufing thefe Lots was va- 
rious : In fome Temples they caft them out of 
their Hands, in others they threw them out of 
an Urn; from whence comes this Proverb fo 
common with the Greeks, The Lot is caft. 

The Game of Chance was always ufliered in 
by Sacrifices, and abundance of Ceremonies. 
The Prieft, as 'tis probable, knew how to ma- 
nage the Dice j but if they would not take that 
pains, they might e'en let 'em run as they 
would, fince they were always Mailers of the 
Explanation. 

* The Lacedaemonians went one. 
Day toconfult the Lots oiDodona^ -Jgytf 
upon a War that they were under- i. J ' ' ' ' 
.' taking*, for befide§ the fpeakingOake, 

the Doves, the Bafons, and the Oracks^ there 
were alfo Lots of Dodona. After the Ceremq- ; 
nies yrere paft, juft as they were going tp ca(t 
the Lots, with a great deal of Refpeft and Ve- 
neration,* 
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iteration, a Monkey of the King of Moloffi^ be- 
v ing got into the Teroplq, threw down the Lots 
and the Urn*, upon this the frighted Prieftefs 
told the Lacedaemonians that they ought not 
to think of conquering, but oqly how to lave 
themfelves. And all the Writers afliire us, 
tb^t the Lacedaemonians never received a more 
enlucky Prefage. , 

The moft famous Lots of all, were thole of 
tramfit and Antimi, two little Towns in Italy: 
At Antmm, there were wonderful Statues that 
moved of themfelves, (according to the Tefti- 
mony of Mtcrobius^ Book 4. Chap; 23.) whofc 
different Motions, either ferved for Anftvers, 
or declared whether it was fitting to confuit 
the Lots, or not. 

And there is a Tallage in Cktrtii Second 
Book of Divination, which tells us ? that they 
xonfulted the Lots of Pr&eftt,, with the Con- 
tent of Fortune •, which implies that the Statue 
of Fortune could nod with its Head, or give 
fome other Signs of its Will and Pleafure. 
. Wefindalfo, that there were other Statues, 
which had this very fame Faculty : Diodorus Si- 
ckIus and Qnintus Cnrtms fay, that Jupiser Ham- 
vton was carried by fourfcof e Priefts, in a kind 
of golden Chair of State, covered with a tich 
Canopy, from which hung abundance of fitver 
Cups that made a jangling Noife, and that he 
was followed by a great Number of Women 
xand Maids, whofung Hymns in the Language 
of their Country j And that this God, by fome 
Motions or Signs that he made, inftru&ed the 
Priefts that carried him, which way he would 
have them go. 

The 
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The God of Helivpol* in Syria* according to 
Macrobius, did as much : All the Difference 
was, that he would be carried by Men of. the 
beft Quality in the Province, and fuchas had 
a long time liv'd in perfeA Continence, and 
had their Heads fliaved. 

Lncian, in his Treatife of the Goddefs of Sy- 
ria fays, that he once few a much more mira- 
culous fort of Apollo, who, being carried oh the 
fhoulders of his Priefts, took a fancy to leave 
them in the lurch below on the Earth', and 
to take a Walk by himfelf in the Skies. And 
that all this fhould be done in the fight of fuch 
a kind of Man as Lucia*, is no fmall Won- 
der. 

But I am fo tired with difcovering the Cheats 
of thefe Pagan Priefts. (and am perfwaded, my 
Reader is as weary or it as I am my felf) that 
I will not fpend any. time in confideringhow it 
was> that they made their Puppets dance, and 
play'd all their juggling Tricks. 

IntheEaft, the Lots were Arrows, and fo 
this Day the Turks and Arabians make ufe of 
them in the fame manner. TJje Prophet Ez*~ 
\iel fays , that Nebacadonofor mingled liis Ar- 
rows againft Amman and Hierufalem^ and the 
Fredi&ing Arrow flew towards Hkrrfalm ; 
which decided the Queftion, againft whicji Peo- 
ple he (bould make War. 

In Greece and Italy, they often drew the Lot 
from fome famous Poet, as Homer or Euripides ; 
And what firft rcprefented it felf at the open- 
ing of the Book, was looked upon to be the 
Decree of Heaven, And Hiftory furniftes us 
with a thou&nd Examples of this Jduad. 

'Ti$ 
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'Tis evident^ that about two hundred Years 
after the Death of Virgil^ they feta great Va- 
lue on his Verfes, and began to believe them 
Pyophetick, and to ufe them inftead of the an- 
cient Lots of Prtnefte. * Alexander 
*diw?* i!ri ' :' Sever* 9 in particular, (at a time, 
when Heliogabalns was not much his 
Friend) received this Anfwcr in the Temple of 
Tranefie out of Virgil, 

-Si (jH4 fata ajpera rumpas, 



Th MarceUus eris* 

IfyoH can vancptifh Defiiny f 
The Great MarceHus^o* fiaU be. 

Here my Author remeinbers, that taheUU 

* mentions the Virgiliarn Lot,, which VwmgecovL* 
fulted concerning his Marriage : And he judges 
that Place of the Book, as learned, as *tis a- 
greeable and full of fancy •, he fays, that the 
Whimfies and,Follies of Rabelais are many times 
more to be ejleemed, than the molt feriou* 
Difcourfes of others. I would not forget this 
Elogy , becaufe 'tis a thing very Angular to 
riieet with, in the midft of a Treatife of Oracles 

- that i& full of Knowledge and Erudition. 'Tis 
certain that Rabelais had a great deal of Wit 
and Reading, and a particular Art of Writing 
of Learned Things in a frolick and jefting Way, 
and of relating a thoufand ridiculous and fan- 
taftical Stories, without being tirefome to his 
Reader. "And 'tis a Misfortune that he liv'd 
not in an Age that would have oblig'd him to a 

x Style more Gentleman-like and InoffenGve. 
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thefc Lots were afterwards in life among 
Chriftians ; whoconfulted the Holy Scripts 
for that purpofe, as thfe Pagans did their Poetr. 
St. AHgHJHn^ in his 1 19th Epiftie to Jdmariw^ 
appears not wholly to difapprove it, unlefe it 
be don6 for fome wicked or vain end. Gregory of 
Tours tells us himfelf what his Pra&ice was 4 . He 
p^fd /even days in Failing and Prayeiy after- 
wards he went to the Tprnt of St Martin^ 
where he opened fome Book of the Scripture 
as his Fancy led him, ihd took for the Anfwer 
of God, the firft Pafiage which offer'd its felf 
to his view • andif this PaiTage made nothing 
far his Porpofe, then he opened the Eibie in 
another place. 

Others took the firft thing they heaird fung 
When they entered into the Church * for a Di- 
vine Prelage. 

Bat who would believe that the Emperor' 
* HeracUus^ deliberating in What J^ - ' 
#ace he (hpuld Winter bis Army, " Gcdicnus - 
ifaould determine it by this kind of Lot? He 
purify'd his Army during thrde Days, and af- 
terwards open'd the Book of the Evangplifts, 
•and there found that Albany was tnarlol out 
for his Winter-quarters. Was that an Affair of 
which a Man could reafonably hope for a de- 
clfionanr the Scriptures ? 
/ s At Iaft indeed the Church has quite banifhed v 
this Superftition, but it took up a great deal of 
time firft : * For when once our Minds are pof- 
fefs'd with an Error, 'tis a wonder if wer we 
will be undeceiv'd. 

The End oftbefirB Difcourfe. 
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The Second Difcourfe, 

That Oracles did not ceafe at the 
coming of fefus Chrisl. 

THe greateft Difficulty tjiat regards 0- 
racles h now furmounted ^ fiace we 
have proved \ that Damons were not 
st $L concerned id them. And if this be true, 
then Ormkt fignifie fo little to the Chriltiaa 
Religion, that there will be no neceffity to 
maintain, that they ceafed precifely at the 
coining erf Jefts Ghrilt. 
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C HA P. I, 

*fhe Weaknef of tbofe Reafons upon which 
the Ofinion^ /^Oracles cttfed tf tht 
taming of Jtfut Ckrip, ufoundO^ 

THat which nfede rao& Men bcttev* 
that Oracles cws'd at the coming of 
Jefiis Chrift, was the Predi&idn of 
Oncfa tfcemfelves,. which foretold their own 
Silence, and the Confeffioa of tbc Heathens 
that Irr'd about the time of Jefus Chrift, who 
often fpeak of their Ceffation. 

We have already ftewn thife Falfity of theft 
pretended Oracles, m which a Damn that was 
itruck dumb, faid himfelf that he was jftruck 
dumb; but thefe Dantqns were either feigu'd 
by the dver-great Zeal of the Chriftkns, or 
too eafily received by their Credulity, 

I will recite ooe of thofe Oracks ypon which 
Eufebim fupports his Opinion, that they did 
ceafc at the Birth of Jefus Chrift. Tis takeij 
from Forfhyrm •, and Enfebites never fails of ma- 
king all the advantage he can of the Teftii&o* 
my of this Enemy. 

I viU declare to ymthe truth concerning the Or4* 
cks of Ddpkos and Claros, (laid Jfollo to his 
Priefts) In times pa ft there cam* from the Bofom 
of the Earth an Infinity of Oracles and Fountains, 
and Exhalations, which infiir'd Peafk with IH+ 
vine Fnries 3 which the Earth, by the continual 

R 4 Chip* 
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Changes 'which Time makes in it, has reimbibcd and 
cans' J to enter into its felf> aH thofc Fountains, 
Exhalations and Oracles : and there remains na» 
no mere but the Waters of Mycale in the Didy- 
mean Fields, and the Oracles o/Claros and Par- 
naflus. 

Upon this, Enfebius concludes in general,that 
all Oracles were then come to an end: 

But 'tis certain that three of 'em at leaft are, 
to be excepted, according to this Oracle which 
he reports himfelf : Btft he takes notice only 
of thofc words that make for Ms purpofe, and 
troubles not himfelf with the reft. 

But bcfides, does this Oracle of Porphyrins tcH 
us, when the other Oracles ceas'd? not at all ; 
tho' £*/e£wwiUby all means have it under- 
flood to be at the time of the coming of Jefus 
Chrift. We may commend his ZeaL but his 
manner of Arguing does not at all delervc our 
, Praifc. ♦ 

Nay fuppofe that Porphfrinis Oracle did fpeak 
of the coming of Jefus Chrift, would it follow 
therefore that all Oracles then ceas'd, and that 
none remain'd ? Enfebius perhaps imagined that 
this Exception iignified little, and that if is 
fufficient if the greateft part of the Oracles did 
then ceafe } but he is miftaken, for if Oracles 
had been deliverM by Damons, who by the 
Birth of Jufus Chrift were condemn'd to eternal 
filence , then no Damon would have been ex- 
cepted, or privileged. So that If there was 
but one Damon remaining after the Birth of 
Jefus Chrift, it would be fufficient to prove 
that it was not His Birth that impofed a per- 
petual filence upon Oracles. This is one of 

thofc 
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thofe Cafes, where the kaft Exception ruins 
the general Prppofition, 

Buf you may lay perhaps, that Damns at 
the Birth of Jefus Chrift did ceafe to deliver 
Oracles ^ but that yet Oracles continued itiU 
for all that, becaufe the Priefts counterfeited 
them.' 

This Suppofition k without any foundation j 
for I can prove that Oracles continued four 
hundred Years after the Death of Chrift, and 
there is no mention any where made of the 
leaft difference obfeiVd between thofe that 
were delivered after, the Birth of Jefus, and 
thofe that were pronounced before it. And 
befides, if the Priefts could fo dextroufly put 
the cheat upon People during the fpace of four 
hundred Years, why could they not continue 
to do it longer ? 

Of all the Pagarf Authors that are in recjueft 
with thofe who would tiake us believe that 
Oracles ceas'd at the coming of Jefus Chrift, 
Plutarch is the chief: He lived fome hundred* 
of Years after Chrift, and has written a Dia> 
Jogue concerning the CefTation of Oracles. Ma- 
ny Men upon his Authority only, have taken 
up their Opinions, and efpoufed their Party ; 
and yet Plutarch jx>fitive}y excepts the Qr*ck 
of Libadia, (that is to fay $ of Trofhonm) and 
of Delphos; where, as he fays, anciently there 
was Imployment enough for two Priefts, and 
fometiiges for three, but in his pays one fer- 
ved the turn. 

Befides, he ponfeffes, that the Oracles were 
fallen to decay in B&otia^ a Country ? vybich had 
formerly been faraogs for producing a great 
*iy»b?rof them, R J All 
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AH thi% His true, proves the Ceffation of 
foqje Oracles, and the Diminution of the Cre- 
dit of others- but not the intire Ceflation Qf 
aH, which however there is an abfolute neceC- 
fity for thole to prove, who maintain the com- 
fttoft Opinion. 

The Oracle of Delphos was not fo mightily 
d*c*y'4 in Plutarch's time \ tot he himfeif tells 
tts in another Treatife, that the Temple of 
iklphos was then far more magnificent than e* 
tret it had been ^ that they had repaired the 
tnciefit Buildings which Time began to ruin, 
and that they had added others to it, which 
Were altogether after the modern Mode ; that 
there was a fmall Town near Dttyhos, which 
increased daily by little and little; and had its 
Nourishment from the old City, like a little 
Tree that fprings from the Foot of a great 
toe j and that thisjittle Yowii was become 
more confiderable tMn it had been for a thou- 
sand Years paft. But even in this Dialogue, 
which treats of the Ceflation of Oracles, Detne* 
trius the Cicilian, one of the Interlocutors, 
feys, that before he began his Voyage % the 
Oracles of Jtrnphilochns and Moffns were as flou- 
riftring as ever j but that fince he came from 
thence he knew not how things flood with 
*tm. You fee then what is to be found in fa- 
vour of the Ceflation of Oracks at the coming 
of Chtift in this Treatife of Plutarch, to which 
a multitude of learned Men referr you for the 
Proof of it. 

Here my Author pretends, that we are alfo 
fallen into a grofs Miftake, concerning a Paf- 
fege ill the fecond Book of Divinations : Where 
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Cicero laughs at the Oracle, that Was delivered 
by ApoBo in Latin to Pyrrhns, who confuted 
him concerning the War he was going to make 
againft the Romany This Oracle had a doutftt 
Meaning , fi> that it could not be understood* 
whether Pyrrtos lhould overcome the Romans, 
ortfce Romans overcome Pyrrhus. The EquL- 
vocatibn is fo peculiar to the Latin Phrafe, 
that one cannot well render it into Englilh j 
for my part, I cannot tranflate it better thaa 
thus: 

1 do pronounce, thdt&otmt 
PyrrnusJ&*ff overcome. 

But the Words <A Cicero, concerning thii 
Oracle, are thefe that follow: 

In thefirtt place, (lays he) Apollo never /poke 
jLatin. Tn tjie fecond place, The Greeks knew no- 
thing of this Oracle. Thirdly, ApoHo in the time 
of Pyrrhus had teft of Miming. In fine, Altho* 
the JEacides (from which family Pyrrhus rvas de- 
fended) were far from being Men of a fine Judg- 
ment, or of a piercing Wit, yet f he Equivfaatiomof 
the Oracle was fo manifest, that Pyrrhus could 
nbt chnfe but perceive it. But why is itfo tongjince 
any Oracles wfre delivered in this kind at Del- 
pnos ? for this Keafon it is, that now-a-days no- 
thing is more de&ifed than they are. 

It is on thefe laffc Words, that the Opinion 
is grounded,' that. Crocks were not delivered 
at Detphos in the time of Cicero. 

But my Author fays, that the? are deceived, 
who think fo, and that thefe Words, Why are 
there no more Oracles delivered in this kind at Del- 
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phos ? plainly (hew, that Cicero fpeaks only of 
Or^fc^ in Vcrfe j fincc he is djfeburiing in th# 
place ^out one vyrapp'd np in an Hexame- 
ter. ' 
. But I know not wbrtbaNwe ongjit tp be al- 
together of my Authors* Opinion \ for ol>ferv« 
how Cicero goes oil ; !f¥hen the Defenders of Ox%~ 
cles art hard put to it 9 they anfwer % That this Vir- 
tue in the Exhalation of the Earth f which inspired 
the Pythiftn Friefiefi , js evaporated with length pf 
time. One would thinly that they were talking jf 
fome Wine that was grown flat, and that had lost its 
Spirits j for wh^t time can confront or dry up a 
Vmm all Divine f 4nd what can be more Divine 
than an Exhalation from the Earth, which worh 
Jitcb an Eft& upon tie Saul, at to give it both the 
■Knowledge offutnrity y and the Power W Bftfrefi it 
ftlfinVerfe. 

It feems to me, that Cicero means, tTiat t\\z 
whole yerfue was iatirely Iqft : Whereas he 
he yonld have acknowledged , that a good 
part of i\ had remained, if Oracles were ftill 
delivered at Delphos, tho' but to Pn>fe. For no 
Man will fay, that a Prophesy is jiothing at all, 
unlefs it be in Verfe ? 

I do not think , that they are fo mightily 
miftaken, who take this Paflage for an abfo* 
lute Proof of the entire deflation of Oracles at 
Delphos j but they <lo ill, who pretend to draw 
any Argument from thence, for attributing 
this deflation to the Birth of JefusChfiit For 
the Oracle ceafed too foon for that, fince it ap- 
pears by this very Paflage^ that it ceafed a long 
tipc before Cicero, 

M 
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But for all this, the thing was not in truth . 
as Cicero feems to underftand it in this plate 5 
for he himfelf,* ia his grit Book of Divinations, 
make? his Brother Quintus, who ftands up for 
Qracks y to IJpeak in this manner : / rely upon 
this Point, that the Oracle of Delphos had ne- 
vtr been fo famous, and had never received fo ma- 
ny Offerings from Kings and all forts of People, 
if the Troth of its Predictions had not been ac- 
knowledged. Now indeed it is not Jo famous, becaufe 
its Predictions are lefi true; And fo, on the other 
fide j if they, had not been once extremely trite, it 
would never have been fo mighty famous heretofore 
as it was. But (which is yet a ftroager Proof) 
Cicero himfelf (as Plutarch relates in his life) 
4td in his Youth confalt the Oracle of Delphos, 
concerning the Conducl he ought to keep ia 
the World : And 'twas aafwered him, That 
tie Ihould follow his Genius^ rather than conr 
form himfelf to the Opinion of the Vulgar. 
Now if it were not true, that Cicero confultod 
the Oracle of Delphos, yet, at leait, this Story 
pbliges us to grant, {hat in the tinje of Cicero, 
\t was consulted. 
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C ha p. If. 

Why the ancient Authors contradUted itch 
other, very often y *fo*t the time of the Ctf* 
[man of Oracles. 

PEr haps it may be objected, How comes It 
to pafs then, that in the fifth Book of 
% Utcaiti ThafaUa y we find this Account of the 
Orack of DelfbosT The Oracle of Ddphos, 
vhieb has hem film ever face great Men were a- 
fi-aid of what not to come to faS^ and forbid that 
tke Gads fltentd declare it % is the mb& cmfidcrAk 
Of a& thofi Favours of Heaven, nhich ear Age has 
hSi. 

And a little after, Appius, who was defirota, 
to Into* the Defiiny of Italy, had the Boldnef, to 
jw and interrogate thk Cavem y that had been mate 
fO long; and to move the ytipw, that had beenfo 
long wtdifiurbed. And that Juvenal fays in a 
Certain place, Sence the Grades freak no more at 
Delphos 

In fine, Whence comes it, that among the 
Authors of the fame Age, we find fome, who 
fay, the Oracle of Delphos Ipeaks no more j and 
others that fay, he fpeaks ftill ? And whence 
comes it^ that the fame Author fometimes 
contradi&s himfelf fo often upon this Subr 
. jeft? 

Thte Reafon moft certainly is, becaufe Or a- 
cles were neither in their ancient Reputation, 
nor yet were they abfolutcly ruined*: So that 
one may well fay, that, in comparifoft of what 
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they had formerly been, they were nothing i 
bat fk , for aH that ; they continued to be 
fofflethingftill. 

B^fides, feme 0r*t&* were wined for a cer- 
tain time, and afterwaltfs came into credit a- 
gaift* for Qtv«rA?i werefubjeft to feveral Ad- 
v*entiir«s and Misfortune* : And We ought not 
to believ* them annihilated from the time of 
their being mute ; for they might afterwards 
aflSitoeav^ieeagainandfpeak. ' 

Plutarch feys, that in old time a Dragon 
came and todg'd upon Ttrnajfa^iiA caused the 
Delphick Orach to De deferted, and that it was 
domtnonly believed, that Solitude invited the 
Dragon to that place •, but that *twas more 
probable, that he caus'd the Solitude, Greece 
being filrd with Cities, &c 

Y4xt fee that Plutarch {freaks of a time very 
far diftant back. So the Oracle had fincfe its 
ere&iop been once abandoned already, and we 
are fure, that afterwards it was very well re- 
eftablifli'd. But , after this , the Temple of 
Delphos underwent divers Misfortunes : It was 
ptaadered by a Ttutf 4cfce^ded frost P%m^ 
by the Army of Xerxez, by the ?hoc&fes A by 
Vyrrhm^ by Nero^ and laft of all, by the Chri- 
iHans under Conftantim. Att this did no great 
good to the Orack^ for the Prfefts were either 
ftatfkered, or difpers'd, the Place was aban* 
don'd, the Sacred litenfils were loft, and it 
xpuft of neceflity require great Charges, Care, 
and Time, to rig. out thefe Crocks again fit for 
Holyttfc. 

All this then may be poffible, that Cicero ia 
his Youth confuUed the Oracle of Delpbos, that 

during 
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during the War between Cafsr and Pompcy, 
and in that general Diforder of the Univerfe, 
the Oracle vf as mute, as Lucon will hyre it * 
and that after the end of this War, when Ci- 
cero writ his Book of Philofophy, it might be- 
gin to be re-eftabliflied fo much, as to make 
Qmmus lay it was ftiH in the World ; and yejt 
fo little, that Cicero might fuppofe that it was 
not in being. 

When Dorimochusy as Poiibim reports, had 
burnt the Portico of the Temple of JDoJon*, 
had quite deftroy'd the Sacred Place of the 
Oracle, «nd had pitlag'd or ruin'd all the Offer- 
ings* an Author of that time might very well 
fey, that the Oracle of Dodona fpokenofflore; 
But for all this , in the following Age ? *ijo- 
ther Author might be found tranfmitting to 
Pofterity fome of the Anfwers which it gave 
in Ws time. 



Chap. Ill, 

TbeHijtory of the Duration of the Oracle 
cf Delphos, d/fdfome a»cie»t Oricles. 

WE cannot befter prove, that about the 
time of Jefus Chriffc, tQ which the fi- 
lence of the Delphick Oracle h fO ufually referr d, 
it did not altogether ceafe, but was only inter- 
rupted, than by fetting down all the different 
Gccafions that wp find $t took of fpea^ing 
fince, 
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5iittM*jd in the IJfeo^ 
fulting the Oracle of Ddfbos, was wartfd to 
have a care of feventy three Years ; and that 
thereupon tfcro believ'd, he ihonld not die till 
that Age, and never thought of old Gdba, who 
being feventy three Years old took his Empire 
from him : For he was fo conceited of his long 
Life and good Fortune, that having loft in a 
Ship- wrack things of a very great value, he 
bragged that the Fiihes would bring 'em back to 
him again. 

But certainly Nero either receiv'd from the 
Oracle of Ddfbos fome other Anfwer that feem'd 
lefs favourable to him, or was difcontented 
that he was deftin'd to live no longer than fe- 
venty three Years, or elfe he would never have 
took from the Priefts of Delfhos the Dion q^ 
Cirrbdtm Fields, to give them to his fu». 
Soldiers. He alfotook from the ****"■• 
Temple more than five hundred Statues, fome 
of Men, and, fome of Gods, butallofBrafs - 
and to prophane or for ever abolifli the Oracle, 
he ckus'd feveral Mens Throats to be out at the 
very Mouth of the Sacred Cavern, where the 
Divine exhalation iflued forth. 

That the Oracle after fuch an Adventure as 
this, (hould be mute till the Reign of Domitian, 
and, as jMvend&y%> fiiould fp$ak no more, is 
not at all to be wondered at. 

And yet 'tis impoffible itr could be altoge- 
ther mute from the time of Nero to that of Do- 
minant for obferve what FhiloflratHs fays in 
the Life of Jpolionitis Tymans^ who came to the 
Court of Dentition: Apollonius vifited all the 
Oracles of Greece, that of Dedona, that of 

Del- 
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Delphos, and that of Amohiaraijs. And in too- 
ther place to fpctfcft yet ferthet : Ton may fit 
Apollo of Delphos made illnfirious by the Grades 
which hg delivers it the midft tf Greece \ he in- 
fairs thofe who confab him, as yon haw very thII 
ycmr fclf, in very few nerds, and without accornpa- 
vying his An fivers with Predigiis ; althi it were w« 
ry eafiefor him to make Parnaflbs tremble, tofiip 
the Cowrfe 4/Cephifiis, arid to change the Warns 
of Call alia into Wine \ ha hi tells the troth flainh, 
and does not amnfe himfelf to make an unprofitable 
jbew of his Power. *Tfa very pleafant that Phi- 
bfiratus ftould expeft to have the greater Va- 
lue fet upon this Apollo, becaufe he was no great 
Worker of Miracles. But I think there larks 
in this place fome fecret Poifon againft the 
<^hriftians. 

We formerly acquainted yon, that in the 
time of Plutarch^ who lived und*f Trajan, this 
Oracle was yet in being, but redwfd to one An- 
gle Prieltefs, tho' in elder times it had two or 
three. Under Adrian, Dion Chryfoftom toys, 
that he confulted the Oracle of Delphos, and re- 
lates one of its Anfwers, which fcem'd to him 
to be very intricate, and which was fo indeed* 

Jltidet the Antonim, Lmianiv}%, thataPrieft 
ofTyana, went to demand of the falfe Prophet 
AktMnder, if the Orudis that were delivered 
then Bt:Didymi, at Clares, wAlktDtlphos, wece 
indeed the Anfwers of ApoMo, or Irapofiafes. 
Alexander, who had a regard for thefe Oracles, 
which were lb like his own, anfwered the Prieft, 
that it was a Secret not fit for him to know. 
"But when this wife Prieft demanded what be 
Jhould be after his Death, he Was aitfwerecj, 

boldly, 
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boldly, Thoajhalt be a Camel, then a Horfe, then 
* Philofopher^ and at.lait a Prophet as great at 
Alexander. 

After the Antonini> three Emperors difputed 
the Empire) Severm Septimus t Pefcennius Niger \ 
, and Clodins Albims, Delphos wascwfultzd^ &;* 
Spartiamis^ to Imm winch would be belt for the , 

Commonwealth j and the Oracle anjwered in V&rf*+ ' 

The Black is thebett^ the African is good^ but the 
White is the worft of all. By the Black was meswt 
ttfeenhius Niger j by the jifrican, Sever as Septi- , 

mm y who was of jffrica j and by the White % 
Clodins jilbinus. It was ask'd afterwards^ Who 
Jhould remain Mafier of the Empire ; and it was 
anfwer'd, The Blood of the White and the Black 
Jhatt be ffilt , and the Jfirican JhaU govern the 
World. The* it was demanded* Horn long time 
he Jkoittd govern ? and it was anfwered, Be JhaU 
ride on m Sea of Italy with twenty Ships ^ though 
with one Ship he may crof the SU m By which it is 
meant that Severus jhould reign twenty Years. 
Here the Orach referv'd to it felf an obfeare '* 
Meaning, to have recourfe to in time of need. 
But yet in the times when Delphos was molt flou- 
rifting^ there were never better or more fub- 
ftantial Oracles than tbefe. 

We find neverthelefs,that Clemens JkxandrU 
nus y in his Exhortations to the Gentiles, which 
he compofed, either under Scverus, or about 
that time, fays very plainly, that the Fountain 
of CaftaUa, winch belonged to the Oracle of 
Ddfbos, and that of Colophon and all the other 
Propbetick Fountains, had at laft, tho' it were 
late firft, toil; tbeir fabulous Vertuesu 

Per- 
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Perhaps in that time, theft Ora&/ were fal- 
len into one of thofe Silences, to which they 
were fo fubjeft by Intervals : Or perhaps, be- 
caufethcy were no more in Reputation, Cft- 
mtns jikxandrinus thought fit to fey y they were 
totally fileficed. 

Tis certain, thattnder Cmfiantius, tbcFa- 
ther of Conftantincy and daring the Youth of 
Confronting Delphos was not, yet ruined j fince 
Eufebius writes in the Life of Cmfiamine, that 
be {aid that there was then a Report, that A- 
folb had delivered an Oracle, not by the Month 
ofaPrieftefs, but ftotothe bottom of the ob- 
fcure Cavern, which faid— That the Ju& Men, 
who were upon Earth, were the caufe that he could 
notjpcai truth. A very plcafantTleafon this ! 
Befides, the Oracle of Delphos muft then neeeffa- 
rily be in a very miferable condition, fince i% 
could not maintain one Prieftefs. 

But this Oracle received a terrible Blow u*fc- 
dcr Confiantine, who commanded, or fuffered, 
that Delphos ftiould be pillaged. Then, faysJE*- 
febius in the Life of Confiantine, they produced in 
the open View of all the People, in the PuUki Pla- 
ces of Conftantinople, thofe Statues which the Er- 
rors of Men had can fed to ie fo long time the Object 
of Veneration and Wbrfiip j here Apollo Pythius, 
there Sminthius : The Tripodes were expofed in 
the Circus, and the Heliconian Mufes in the Pa- 
lace, to the Railleries of all the World. 

But after all this, the Oracle of Delphos came 

peror * Jultanfmt to enquire of it, 
about the Expedition, that he was defigning a- 
gainft the Perfians. If the Oracle of DelphosAid 

con- 
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continue' any logger; we cannot however ex- 
tend its Hiftory farther ; for tb^re.is no more 
fpoken of it in any Author. Bat in all likei% 
hood, that was the very time* when it became 
filent, and its laft Words werfe addreffed to 
the Emperor Julian, who was fo zealous for 
Paganifm. ' I cannot therefore w?tt underftand, 
how fome gtfeat Men c6utd put AitgHftw in the 
place of Julian, and boldly affirm, that the 
Oracle of Delpfcos ended with the Anfvfrer it 
delivered to AnguftM, concerning the Hebrew 
Infant. Some * modern Authors, # ^, 
who thought Oracles worthy of a glo- Qkm. **' 
rious End, fince they made fo great £$*** 
a Noife in the World, have contri- fgff? 
ved one very fit, to give them a Re- 
putation. They found in Soz&menns and Theo* 
doretus, that in the time of, ?*%*, the Temple 
of Apollo, whicli was in the Suburbs of Antioch^ 
called Dafhne, was fet on fire, no Body being 
able to difcover the Author, or Caufe of it $ 
but the Pagans accufed the Chriftians of this 
Conflagration, and the Chriftians attributed it 
to Thunder and Lightning thrown by the Hand 
of God. Theothrctvs indeed fays , That the 
Lightning fell upon this Temple, but Sozome~ 
nus fays nothing at all of it Now thefe mo* 
dern Authors had a mind to trranfplant this 
Accident to the Temple of Delphos, which was 
indeed far diftant from thence. And fo they 
write, that by the juft Vengeance of God; H 
wasdeftroyed by Lightning, accompanied with 
a mighty Earth-quake. But there is no mep 
tion made of this great Trembling of the 
Earth, neither by Sounmns, not Theodora, in 

ft their 
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their Relation of the Fire of Daphne j though 
others added it, to keep the Thunder compa- , 
ny, and to heighten the Prodigioufnefs of the 
Accident, 

But it would be a very troublefome thing, 
to give you a Hiftory of the Duration of all 
the Oracles , aftet the Birth of Jefus Chrift. 
It is fufficient to confider in what time we find, 
that fome of the principal Ones fpoke their 
lafh *But you muft always remember, that it 
h not underftood, that this was the very, laft 
Time they fppke, but that it was the laft Oc* 
caiion Authors had to tell us that they fpoke. 

Dion^ who did not finilh hfe Jiiftory, till the 
Eighth Year of Alexander Severus, that is, in 
the 230th Year of Jefus Chrift , fays, that 
in his, -time Amphilochns delivered Oracles 'm 
Dreams : He tells us alio, that there was in 
the City of Apollonia an Oracle^ where things 
to come frere foretold, by obferving the Man- 
ner how the Fire took hold of the Incenfe, 
that was caft upon the Altar. But it was not 
permitted to ask this Oracle any Queftions con- 
cerning Death or Marriage. Thefe peevilh 
Reftri&ions were fometimes founded upon the 
particular Hiftory of the God, who in his Life*- J 
time perhaps had an Occafion §iven him of ta* * 
king an Averfionto certain things : Though I 
am alfo of Opinion, that they might fometimes 
come from the ill Succefs, which thofe An- 
fwers had, that were delivered by the Orack^ 
concerning fome particular Matters* 
* zofr™ * Under Awrdius , ^towards the 

J . ' # Year of Chrift' 272, the Palmyre- 
nians being revolted, confuited the Oracle of 
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ApoBo Sarpedonin in CiUcU. They confulted 
likewift: that of Finn? of Apacha •, the form of 
which was fo very Angular, that it deferves to 
be mentioned here. Apacha , is a Place be- 
P tween Htliopolis and JHbfos. Near the Temple 
of Venus is a Lake like a Cittern : Arid at cer- 
\ tain Aflemblies, that are held there at forae 
'' particular Seafons, there is to be feen a Fire in 
[ the Form of a Globe of Lamps : And this Fire y 
\ fays Zofimns, has continued to be feen even in our 
I I>*y/, that is to fay, about the 400 Year of 
Jews Ghrift . Thofe that offer, throw into the 
Lake the Prefent defigned for the Goddefs, of 
i. what fort foever they be ; if (he receives them, 
I they fink to the bottom ; if Ihe receives them 
not, they fwim on the Surface of the Water, 
though they be of Silver or Gold. In the Year 
• before the Ruin of the Palmyrenians, their Pre- 
fents funk to the bottom , but the Year fol- 
lowing every thing fwam on the top. 

* Licinius, havingaDefigntore- * z ^ 
new; his War with Conft amine ^ con- **' 
fulted the Oracle of Apollo Didymans^ and had 
for Aafwer two Verfes of Horner^ of which 
this is the Sence: Vnhappy old Mm! It is not 
for thee to fight again ft young Men j thou haft not 
Strength enough lefi y for old Age vails thee down. 
# * A God , of no great Reputa- 
tion, named Befas, delivered Oracle* \^m^* 
in Anfwer to Letters at Abydum 7 a „$*." \ 
Town in the Confines of Thebais, un- 
der the Empire of Conftantius. For there were 
fent to this o Emperor certain Letters, which 
had been left upon the Altar, in the Temple 
of Befas j upon which he began to make a very 

S 2 rigo-> 
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rigorous Profecuttoa againft thofc who had 
laid thofe Letters there j and caft into Prifon, 
or fent to Banilhment a great number of Per* 
fons, or elfe caufed them to be cruelly torment- 
ed: Bec*ufe by theft Letters, they enquired 
after the Fate of the Empire, or concerning the 
Duratioi) of the Reign of Conftantius, or the 
Succefs of fome pefigns, which they were fram- 
ing againft him. 

In fine, Macrckius, who lived under Arcadi- 
m and Hworius^ Sons of Theodofiw- {peaks of 
the God of Heliofolis in Syria, and or his Oracle^ 
and of the Lots of Antium^ in T^rms which 
pofitively prove that they were all remaining 
in his time. 

But here we muff: obferve, that it is of no 
abfolute Neceflity to our Defign, that all theft 
Hiftories fhould be true, or that theft Oracles 
did really deliver thofe very Anfwers which 
are attributed to *em - 7 for the very counter- 
feiting of Anfwers, implies that the Oractcs 
were in being when thofe Anfwers were pre- 
tended to be delivered by them ; and 'tis molt 
Slain by the Hiftories, which fo many Authors 
ave written of em, that they did not believe 
that they were wholly filenc'd in their Days. 
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, C h a p. IV, 

Tbtt Grades for the ihoft fart we*p aboltjb'd 
*t the fame time with He Atjhemfm. 

O Racks for the moil part ceas'd when Hea- 
thenifin was ,abolifb.'d, which was not 
immediately after the coining of Jefns Chrift. 
For Confiamine himfelf demplifhed but a few 
Temples, and he was fain to make the horrid 
Crimes that were perpetrated there, his Pre- 
tence for palling 'em down. On this Pretext 
he plucked down the Temple of * • 2 , /&w , 
Venus J&jhacitis. and that of f«/£f- 
c*Upim of \Aga in Cicilia, in both of t Jrf«* 
which there were Oracles. But yet „****- 
he * prohibited Sacrificing to the 
Heathen Gods, and by that Edift began to 
make, their Temples of no ufe. The Edids of s 
Confiantius and of Julian (when Confiantitu had 
. but newly declared him Cafar) are ftill extant, 
wherein on pain of Death they forbidail forts 
of Divination, not only Aftroiogy, Interne-, 
tation of Dreams and Magick, bnt alfo fore- 
telling by tbe fights of Birds, and by the cn- 
trails of Beafts - 7 which gave a mighty fhock to 
the Religion of the Romans. And indeed the 
Emperoors had a particular Intereft in prohi- 
biting all kinds of Fortune-telling, becaufe one 
or other was always inquiring about their De- 
ftiny, and efpecially to know who was to be 
the next Succeflfor, who ufuaUy, uponthe flat- 
s' ' ' ' *ery 
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tery of the Diviner, made a. Revolt, and fet up 
his own Claim to the Empire. 

A$ there were many Oracles remaining, when 
Jriimn was proclaimed Emperour, fo heapplyM . 
himfelfc as much as he could, to the Reftaura- 
' tion or thofe that had been deftroyed. For 
Example, That of the Suburbs of Daphne was 
* sozomen deftroyed by Adrian % * who whm he 
4 fizmen ' was a private Man, having dipt a -j 
Leaf in the Caftalian Spring, (for there was | 
one of this Name at Daphne as well as at Dd- 
fhosj found when he took it out of the Wa- 
ter, a Narrative of what was to befai him, 
and Advice to think of obtaining the Empire. . 
And therefore when he wa^ afterwards aade ji 
Emperour, left the fame Orach flrould givs the 
like Counfel to fome Body elfe, he caus'd the } 
fecred Spring to be cfhoak-d uj>^ by throwing 
a g|reat quantity of Stones into it. There was 

a great deal of Ingratitude in this 4 
*us M?r ia " ProcejC * ure i but !Nm» * caused the j 
Simus!" Spring to be opened, the dead Bo- * 

dies, which were buried near it, to 
be removed, and the place to be purified in 
the fame manner as the Athenians had in for- 
mer tim$ purged the Ifland of Delos. But ?*- 
4$an went farther, and would needs be himFelf 
the Prophetftf the Didymaean Orack^fox this he 
thought would be a means of bringing Prophe- 
cies into Credit again, which therflay under 
much Contempt. As he was Emperour he was 
{Pontifix Maximus, or) cbiefeft Priefi: 5 and tho* 
the Emperours had not been accuftomed tp 
«ake any great ufe of this Sacerdotal Dignity ; x 
ye$ fie ^asyefolv^d to make it jnore than aa 
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empty Title : And therefore we fee that,in one 
of thofe Letters of his, which are coirie to oar 
view, in the Quality of Pcmtifex Maximns he 
fufpends a Pagan Prieft for three Years from 
the exercife 01 his Sacred Fun&ion. And the 
Letter, which he wrote to Arfacts, Pontifex of 
Galstia, acquaints us with the Way which he 
took to make Pagaiiifm flourifh again : He con* 
gratulates in the firft place his., pw$ Felicity, 
in that his Zeal had produced flinch great Ef-\ 
feds in fo fhort a time •, and then he declares 
His Judgment to >be, that the belt means for 
the re-eftablilhment of Heathenifm, would 
be, to tranfplant the Vertues of Chriftianity 
into it, fuch as Charity towards Strangers, the 
Care of Burying the Dead decently, and that 
San&ity of Life which the Chriftians, as he 
fays, counterfeited fo well. He therefore com- 
mands that Pontifex to oblige the PrieftSiOf 
Galatia, either by Arguments or Threats, to 
live regularly, to abftain from the publick 
Shows and Tipiing-houfes } to quit all fordid 
and infamous Imployments, to addift them- 
felves, with all their Family, only to the Ser- 
vice of the Gods, and to have a watchful Eye 
upon the Galileans, (fo he fcornfully calls the * 
Chriftians,>nd to fupprefs their Impieties and 
Profanations. He obferves, that it is a great 
Shame, that whilft the Jews and Galileans 
maintain'd not only their own Poor, but fuch 
a$ were Heathens too, the Pagans fhould let 
' their Poor ftarve, .and not remember that Ho- 
spitality and Liberality are Vertues fo peculiar 
gnd proper to 'em,that Homer brings in Eum&ns 
fpsakiflg t\m I My Gut ft, if a Man of Qtttff- 
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ty much inferiowrto thine ^had come hither ^Tmufthave 
entertain 1 d him j for all Men that are .. either Stran-, 
gets or Poor come to ut % as it were on an Errand from 
Jupiter j and thtf I have but little to give 9 yet J 
give that little with ChearfulneJS. Laft of all, he 
fets down what Diftributions he appoints to be 
pjade each Year to the Poor of GaUtia, and he , 
bids the Pontifix take care that there be Ho- 
spitals built in cadi Town for the reception of 
JMen of other Religions as well as Heathens. 
He think* it not befitting the Dignity of the 
Pontifex to make frequent Vifits to the Gover- 
pours at their Houfes, but that he rather' write 
to 'em •, nor will he have Priefts go meet 'em, 
when they come to the Temples, the Priefts 
may go to receive 'em, as far as the Porch, but 
po farther. He alfo forbids the Governours 
4>n fuch an occafion to have their Guards 
jnarching befor^ them, becaufe they are then 
to be confidered only as^ private Perfons •, but 
he gives the Soldiers leave to gp in after them, 
if they will. ^ 

With this Care, and this Imitation of Chri- 
ftianity, it is probable that Julian (if he ha4 
- lived) would have put foiqe (top to the Ruine 
• of his Religion -, but it pleafed God to cut 
Jiim off before he had Reigned two Years. 
\ Jovian, who focceeded him, began to endear 
your zealoufly the Deftru&ion of Heathenifm j 
but in the feven Months of his Reign it was 
pot ppflible for him to mzkfi any great Pro- 
grpfs. 

Patens, who had the Eaftern Empire^ gave 
Liberty of Conference to all Men to worlhip 
what Gods they lifted, and was himfelf mbre 

inclin- 
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inclined to fupport Arianifm than Chriftianity. 
* So that during his Reign Sacrifices # f ^^ 
were publickly made ? and Men eat Jj^' 
the flelh of the Victims offered up ~ ' " - 
%o Idols. The Bacchanalian Myfteries were ce- 
lebrated openly^ they run up and down With 
their Thyrfi in their Hands ; they tore Dogsin 
pieces, and committed all the other Extrava- 
. gances which are fuitable to that Devotion, 

Vakmnum % his Brother, who had the We- 
ftern Empire, was more zealous for the Glory 
. of Chriftianity ; but yet his Condud was not fo 
fteady, as it fhould have been. He had made 
a Law to forbid all forts of No&urnal Ceremo- 
nies \ whereupod PrAtextatns^ the Proconful of 
Greece* represented to him, that if he tooka- 
way from the Greeks thofe Ceremonies, to 
which they were fo mighty addided, they 
would lead their Lives linpleafantly. This pre- 
vailed with V r dinunum % and heconfented, that 
potwithftanding his Law, they might K ee P 
their old Cuftoms. It is true, that we have 
this account from Zofitwu a Pagan Hiftorian •, 
?nd one may fay, that he invented it, to make 
us believe that the Pagans were ftill in fome 
credit with the Emperors : But we anfwer, that 
Zo/?ww confideringthe condition which his Re- 
ligion was in, was more likely to have been in 
an humor of complaining of Severities that were 
pot a&ed, than of pleafing himfelf with the re- 
cital of a Favour that wa? never Ihown. But 
$his is certain however, that there are old Ip- 
fcriptions at itow, and iq pther Cities of Italy ^ 
by which it is mantfefL that wider the. Reign of y 
jTakntini^ Perfon? of gr?a$ Quality celebrated ' 

the 
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the Sacrifices called Taurobolia and Criobolfc, 
that is to fay, The fprinkling of Bolls Blood 
and Rams Blood. May, by the great number 
of thofe Infcriptions one would be made to 
•think that thofe Ceremonies were the principal 
ones in fafhion, during the time of thb^fe*- 
***»**, and the two other Emiperorsof the fame 
Name, 

Now they being the oddeft and moft lingular 
of all the Heathen Rites, I fuppofe that a De- 
scription of 'em will not be irkfome to the 
Reader. Prudemius^ who perhaps had feen 
them, fets 'em down at length : There was a 
deep Pit digged, into which the Perfon, for 
whom the Ceremonies were performed, de~ 
fcended with Sacred Ribons and a Crown upon 
his Headend in a Drefs altogether Myfterious : 
Over the Pit they placed a Covering made of 
Planks pierced through with a great many 
Holes: Upon the Covering they brought a 
Bull adorned with a Garland of Flowers and 
little Plates of Gold hanging upon his Horns 
and Forehead. Then his throat w?s Gut with 
a Sacred Knife, and his Blood dropt down 
through the holes that were in the Planks into 
the Pit, whileft the Perfon that ftood there 
received it with much Devotion, catching it on 
his Forehead, hi^Gheeks 'his Arms, his Shoul- 
ders, and every part or his Body, and being 
Juduftrious that not one drop (hould fell any 
where but on himfelf. At laft out he came, 3 
frightful Spe&acle, all daub*d with Blood, and 
his Hair, Beard andCioathsftill dropping with 
it •, but his Comfort was, that his Sins were 4II 
yyafh'd away> and he was regenerated to all 
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Eternity : For, as it appears by tht Infcripti* 
on, this Sacrifice was to tho# who celebrated 
it, a Myftical and Eternal Regeneration. But 
unkfs it were renewed once in twenty Years, 
it would loft its Force, and the Perpetuity of 
its Duration. And Women, as weft as Men, 
were capable of this Rfegeneration *, and thole, ' 
who were not at the Ceremony, might receive 
the Benefit of it by Affociation: Nay, which 
is tnofl; remat&able of alVwhole Cities fome- 
times performed it by Proxy or Deputation^ 
This Sacrifice was now and then made for the 
Emperor's Health : And the Provinces made 
their Court to htm by fending fome Perfects in 
their Name to bedawb hhnfelfwith Bulls-Mood^ 
for the obtaining of a loqg and happy Lift for 
th$ Emperor. All this may he proved out of 
the old Infcriptions. 

But now we come to Theodofias and his Sons, 
who put a full Period to Pagan Superftitions. 

Theodofm began firft in Egypt, where he 

caufed all the Temples to belhut up : At laft 

he went fofar as to demolHh the Temple of S<?- 

rapir, which was the moft famous of ? enj all. 

And as Strah informs us, there was nothing 

( more Glorious in the whole Heathen Religion 

than the Pilgrimages which were made to Sera- 

fk : When thetime,"fhys he, of certain Fefiivdls was 

mar at Hand, it is hard tobelieve what a mnkitnde 

of People went down Jht River from Alexandria tq 

Canopus, where this Temple flood. Day and Night 

fhere voas nothing to btfien> but Boats fall of Men 

and Women, Singing and Dancing with all the fcV 

berty imaginable, jit Canopus there were a vaSl 

panther of f mis on the River fide, whhh were of ufz 

for 
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for the entertainment of the Paffingers and accomm* 
. dating them in their hivertifiments. And there- 
fore the Sophifter Eunapms^ who was a Pagan, 
feems to have had amighty Concern for the 
Temple of Serapu, and with Gall enough he de- 
scribes its Deftru&ioh : Mtn( fays fee Jthat had ne« 
vet heard the found of War, wew'd themfelves 
mighty Valiant againft the Stones of this Tern* 
pie, but efpecially againft the rich Offerings, 
which it was foil of : And in thofe Holy Places 
they put Monks, a People (fays he) infamous; 
and ufelefsj who, becaufe they wear a black' 
and floyenly Habit, arrogate to themfelves a 
Tyrannical Authority over the Minds of Men ; 
and inftead of thofe Gods which the Light of 
our natural Reafon difcovcrs to us, they fet up 
for Objefts of our Adoration,the Heads of Ma* 
lefa&ors who were executed for their Grimes, 
which they fait to preferve'em from Corrupti- 
on. Thus does this impious Wretch treat Monks 
*nd Relicks ; and certainly the Liberty of thofe 
times was very great, when fuch Inve&ives 
were written againft the Emperor's Religion. 
RftjfiMs informs us, that the Temple of Sera-^ 
jis was found to be foil of fecret Paflages, and 
Machined contrived for the Impoftures of the 
Priefts. HeteUsus, aniongftothet things, that 
on the Eaft fide of the Temple there was a lit- 
tle Window, through which, on a certain Day 
of the Year, the Sun-beams entring, fell juft 
upon the Mouth of Serapis: At the feme time, 
an Image of the Sun made of Iron was brought 
in, which being attra&edby a great Load-ftone 
fixed in the Cieling,afcended up to the linage of 
Seraph Then they pried out, that the Sun fa- 
rted 
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luted their God : Bat what the Irbn Image fell 
d^wn again, and the Sun-beatas went off from 
Serafish Mouth, they faid, that the Sun, ha* 
ving finiftied his Complement^ was retired, to 
go about his own Affairs. 

After that Theodofim had defeated the Rebel 
Eugtnins, he went to Rome, where ftifl the Se- 
nate ftood up for Paganifm. Their chiefeft 
Reafon wa$, Becaufe, for twelve hundred 
Years, Rome had thriven well enough with its 
Gods, from whom it had received all forts of 
Profperity. The Emperor made a Speech in 
the Senate-houfe, perfwading them to em- 
brace the Chriftiaa Religion * but they repli- 
ed, That by Cuftom and Experience, they had 
found Paganifm to be a good and convenient 
Religion-, and if they change it for that of 
the Chriftians, they could not forefee what 
might be the Event. Was not this fine Theolo- 
gy, for the Roman Senate ? Theodofins finding, 
that this was not the way^ to deal with them, 
told Them, That thc^ publick Treafury was two 
much exhaufted by making chargeable Sacrifi- 
ces, and that he had Occafion to imploy that 
Money in paying his Artnies. They replied, 
Thit their Sacrifices would not be acceptable, 
unlefs they were made at the Charge of the 
Publick. But that Inconvenience was no Ar- 
gument witty him : So be put an end to all Sa- 
crifices and old Ceremonies. And Zofimus does 
not let flip the Occafion of obferving, that from 
that time forwards all forts of Misfortunes hap- 
pened to the Roman Empire. 

The fame Author tells us, that when Theodo- 
fins made that Voyage to Rome, Serena, the Wife 

of 
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of Stilicm, entered into the Temple of the Afo-* 
ther of the Gods, to put fome Affront uponher,, 
and that (he made bold to convert to her own: 
life a fair Neck-lace, which the Goddcft wore : 
This an old Veftal Virgin reproved her very 
fliarply for, and, as fhe went out of the Tem- 
ple, followed her, curling her with a thoufand 
Imprecations. After which, fays Zofimas, the 
poor Serena was often frighted (both waking 
and fleeping) with a certain Apparition, that 
threatned her with fudden Death. 

But the iaft Efforts of Paganifm were thofe 
made by Symmachas^ to obtain of the Emperors, 
Vakntinian, {Theodofius, and Arcadius, the Re- 
eftablifliment of the Privileges of the Veftak, 
and of the Altar of Vi&ory in the Capitol ; 
but all the World knows with what Vigour St. 
Amhrofe oppofed him. Yet it appears by the 
very Proceedings in that Contention, that Rome 
did in thofe Days retain a ftrong Tin&ure of 
Paganifm. For St. Ambrofe asks Symmachns % 
why the Pagans arc not contented with having 
the Publick Places, Portico's and Baths filled 
with their Idols, and if nothing will ferve their 
turns, uniefs the Altar of Vi&ory be fet up in 
the very Capitol, which is the Place of the 
whole City, whither moft Ghriftians refort ? 
That the Cbriftians, fays he, may, whether they wit 
. or no, have the Smoak of the Sacrifices blown in 
their Eyes, the Mnfick in their Ears, the Ajhis in 
their Throats, and the Incenfe in their Nofes. 

Nay, even when Rome was befieged by Alan- 
cus, in the Reign of Honorms y it was ftill full of 
Idols. ZofimUs complains, that all things con- 
fpiring to the Ruin of that unhappy City, the 

Gods 
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Gods were not only robbed of their Omanjtnts, 
but even fome of thofe that were of Gold or 
Silver were themfelves melted down; of which 
Number was the Goddefs of Fortitude, which 
from that time forward wholly abandoned the 
Romans. Though this be a lucky Hit, yetZo- 
fonts will never make it pafs upon us for the 
true Caufc of the taking of that City. 

I am in in fome fufpence, whether upon the 
Credit of this Author, we may admit f he fol- 
lowing Story to be true. Honorins forbad all 
Perfons that were not of the Chriftian Religi- 
on, to appear at Court, with a Shoulder-belt, 
or to have any Military Command. Genmdus^ 
a Pagan and Barbarian too, but a Man of great 
Courage, who commanded the Troops that lay 
in Dolman* and Pannonia^ came no more into 
the Emperor's Prefence, laid afide his Shoulder- 
belt, and forbore to exercife his Charge. Ho~ 
norm one Day asked him, how it came to pafs, 
that he came not to Court in his Turn, 9s it 
was his Duty to do ? To which he replied, 
That there was a Law made, that difpoflefled 
him of his Belt, and his Command. The Em- 
peror told him, thatLaw was not for fuch Men 
as he was j but he anfwered, that he- could not 
take the Benefit of any Diftin&ion that fepa- 
rated him from thofe who profefTed the fame 
Worftup with himfelfc In effeft, he would not 
undertake to A& again in his Command, till 
the Emperor himfelf, compelled to it by Ne- 
ceffity, repealed that Law. If this Story be 
true, then we may eafily judge that Honorms 
contributed very little totheDownfel of the 
Heathen Religion, 

But 
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But at laft all Exercife of that Religion irii 
prohibited on Pain of Death, by an Edid of 
the Em^xx>vx\V r akntinian the Third^and Mar- 
tian^ in the Year of Ghrift 451, and this was 
the laft Blow given to that Superftition. And 
yet we find, that thofe very Emperours, who 
were fo zealous for the Advancement of Chri- 
ftianity, did, for all that, themfelves retain 
fome Relicks of Heathenifm, which ferved to 
augment their Authority. As for Example, 
They ftill took upon thein the Title of Pontifex 
Maximm^ that is to fay, Chief Patriarchies 
it were) of thofe who divined by the Flights? 
of Birds, and the Enjtrails of Beafts, and of all 
the Colleges of Pagan Priefts, and Supreme 
Head of all the ancient Romilh Idolatry. 

Zofimns pretends that Confiantim the Great,' 
Valentinian and Vdens willingly acceptedfrom 
the Heathen Priefts both the Title and Habit 
v of that Dignity, which according to Cuftom 
was prefented to them at their Acceffion to the 
Empire j but that Cratlan refilled the .Pontifi- 
cal Office j which being related to the priefts, 
the principal amongft them replied in a great 
, beat : Si Prince ps non vult apptllari Pontifex^ ad-> 
modnm brevi Pontifex Maximtu pet. The fharp- 
nefs of which Saying lies wholly in the Latin 
words, and it was grounded on the Revolt of 
Maximtu againft Gratia? at that time, with a 
defign to ftrip him of the Empire. 

JJut the old Infcriptions ftill remaining, are 
a Teftimony of this Matter, more to be credit- 
ed than Zofimns* There we fee the Title of 
Pontifex Maximus^vtL to the Chriftian Em- 
peroursj even in the fixth Century. Two hun- 
dred 
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dred Years after Chriftiaftity had af- 
cended the Throne, the * Emperor 1 *^«w. 
Jnfim amongft his other Titles af- * . , x : 
fumes that of Pontifex Maximtu in an Infcripti- 
on, which he had caufed to he made for thd 
City of Juftinofotis in Iftria r which was called 
by his Name. 

To be one of the Gods of a falfe. Religion 
was furely much worfe than to be the Pontifex 
Maximns of it. No\y the Heathens erected thd 
Roman Emperors into Gods: And well they 
"might, feeing they made the City of Rome a 
Goddefs. '. The Emperors, Theodojius and Ar^ 
cadins^ tho' they were Chriftians, permitted 
SymmachHs that great Defender of the Hea* 
then Religion, to give them the Title of (fTc* 
fir a Divinity or) your Divinity t Which cduld 
be only taken in the Sence, and according to 
the Cuftom of the Pagans. And in fome Ixi^ 
fcriptions, which were fet up in Honour of 
Arcadim and Honoritu^ tbefe following Word* 
are to be found : Devow Numini Majefiatifi 
coram ^ that is , Devoted to their Divinity and 
jMajefty. 
■' But the Chriftian fitfiperors Went farthef 
than the bare receiving of thofe Titles ; ioi 
they gave them to themfelves : As appears by 
thcConftitutions (or Laws) oiTheodofiHs^a* 
lentinian^ Honorim and Arcadia \ whereijl th$y 
fometimes call their Edi&s, Heavenly Smmej^ 
and Divine Oracles : And fometimes they fay 
exprefly, The moB haffy Expedition of our Di* 
ntinity % &c. * ; 

It may be fcid, that this wis nbthing bat 
the Stilfe of the Court of Chancery- but it WaS. 
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certainly an unjuftifiable and ridiculous Stile 
under the Heathen Religion itsftlf, and a 
Wafpheraous one tinder the Chriftian, And 
therefore it is very wonderful, that filch like 
Extravagancies mould become fo familiar and 
common a way of fpeakihg, that Itoey we/e ift 
every Bodies Mouth. 

The Truth is, that Flattery, which SubjecTs 
are fo apt to beftow upon their Sovereigns, and 
the natural Yondnefs which Princes have for 
Praife, made the Guttom of ufing thefe Expref- 
fions, lalt longer than it Ought to have dose. I 
coafefs that the flattery and theTondnefeixithls 
caff were each of them very extraordinary la 
its kind : Afld it is no WMffleT, finee they are 
things uneatable of being limited to . any 
Pounds. That a Man ftotfid be In eatheft 
when he .gives another Wan the Title of a 
Cod is hard to conceive, and yet the frequen- 
cy takes of the Wonder ; but that this Man 
mould accept the Title, and that Withfojnuch 
•tafinefc, as by degrees to come to the giving 
of it to himfelf (and all this wfcfte bavevrlght 
Motion of what is truly called Cod.) This, 
| iay, is a thing that I know not how to give 
fuch an Account o% as will fate &e'H0QBtfr 
of Human Nature. 

As for the Title of twtifex M4xivm r I do 
not fee what was is it, that could Batter the 
Vanity of the Chriftian "Emper or* Intotheina- 
k|ng it fo much their Intereft to conferee It : 
But, perhaps, they thought that it was of Ibnte 
»fe for the imprinting of a refpeftful Awe b 
the Mkds of thofe that were ftillof the Hea- 
then Religion : Or, it may be, they ptedfea 

, them* 
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theqifeives with the Supremacy over Chriftkns^ 
which undtr the Ambiguity of that Title they 
affiled to themfeives. In effe<&, upon cer- 
tain Occafions they were Magisterial eqougfe 
ia tteir ufe of it : And fame Atrthors would 
perfwade fcs, that the Emperors Quitted their 
Prefcfefions to this Title, ant ot Refped to 
the Pope; who, it feems, began to he *pprc* 
henfive that they might make ill Ufes of it. 

But it is not fo furprizing by far, to fed 
thefe Heathen Remains continue for fome time 
in the Chriftian Religion, as to fee what was 
moft barbarous, extravagant, and diredtly op- 
pose tg fteafon and the common Intereft of 
ifelankind, keep filch firn\footing, as to be the 
laft that left the ifeld of all the Pagan Super- 
ftitions, I mean, HtimanSacrifices. That Re- 
ligion was certainly very Fantaftical and full 
oFVariety ^ for it caafifted of fomt things ex- 
tremely frolick, and others no left mournful. 
Ill one place, the Ladies go to the Temples id 
a fit of Devotion, to offer their Favours to the 
fidt Comer : Ami ia another plrce, the fame 
Devotion caufes the Throats of Men to be cut 
upon an Altar. Thefe detcftabk Sacrifices 
wwe praftifed by all Nations : The Grecians 
celebrated them, as well as the Scythians, tho > 
not fo often j and the Romans (for all that 
they obliged the Carthaginians, in a Treaty 
of Peace concluded between them, not to Sa- 
crifice theif Children to Saturn, according to 
the Guftom derived from their Anceftors, the 
Fheg&itians, yet) did themfelves every Year 
offer up a Man to Jufktr LdtitUs*. Etfebha 
4tet#fkytim for this, a$athinRftillinUfa§* 

T % m 
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in his Days. LaStantitu and Pradentius^ the one 
in the beginning, and the other in the end of 
the fourth Age, are Evidences of the lame 
thing, each of them for bis own time. Thefe 
Ceremonies, that were fo foil of Horrour, foil- 
ed as long as the Superftition of Orades^ which 
was only liable to the Reproach of Stupidity 
and fond Cr^jility. 



C HA P. V. 

That if Heathenifm had not been afoliftfd, 
yet Oracles would have ceafed ; and the 
v fir It particular Reafon hereof. 

iTpHe Downfal of Heathenifm, when Chri-> 
X ftianity triumphed oyer it y could do no 
lefs than involve Oracles in the jcommon Ruine 
with its felf : But it may be farther afcerted 
that Chriftianity, even.beftnfe it became the 
reigning Religion, was an irrefiftible Enemy 
to Oracles •, for the CKriftians made it their Bu-r 
fiaefs to difabufe Mankind, . and difcover Impo- 
ftures. And yet if the Chriftian Religion had 
never been, Oracles would for other Reafons 
have loft their Credit by degrees, and at lqifc, 
have quite fail'd. 

It was obferv'd that they began to degene- 
rate from the very time when they left offgi- 4 
ving their Anfwers in Verfe. Plutarch .has, 
written a Trad exprefly to enquire about the 
reafon of this Change, wherein (according to, 

.the 
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«& the fefcion of .Greek Authors) he fets down 
m all that could be faid On this Sublea, ckher 
» true or falfe. Firft he fays, That the God 
ft who infpires the Pythian Prieftefs proportions 
w himfelf to her C^pcity, and does not anfwer 
i% in Verfe by her, unlefs Ihe have a natural Fa- 
• culty that way; for the Predi&ion only be- 
» longs to Apollo 2 but the manner of Expreffion 
- to the Prieftefs. Thus it, is not the Fault of 

the Mufician, if he cannot make as good Melo~ 
1 dy with a Cittern as with a Lute; for the 

Property of the Inftrument muft be confider- 
) cd. Suppofe, it had been the Cuftom for the 
t Oracle to deliver its Anfwers in writing, could 

we reafonably deny that Apollo infpired ?efci, 

i unlefs the Prieftefs wrote 'cm in a. fair Hand. 

; The Soul of the Prophetefs, when united to 

• Apotto, is like an innocent Maid when Ihe is 

firft Married, who is ignorant both of the Plea- 
I fureand the Duty of her new Condition, 

But why then did the Ancient Priefteffes ak 
| ways anfwer in Verfe ? Were not they assure 
( and Virgin Sopls, contra&ed to Apollo ? To 
' this Plntarch replies firft of all, That even the 
I ancient Prieftefles did now and theA fpeak in 

Profe. And befides this, in old times all Peo- 
. pie were born Poets jfo that, as he tells us, ' 
] they had no fooner dxank a little freely, but 
I they made Verfe* j they had no fooner call 
f their Eyes on a handfom Woman, but they 
I yrere all Pofie, and their very common Dif- , 
I rourfe fell naturally into Feet and Rhime : So 
j. that their Feafts arid their CourtQrips were tjie 

moft delegable things in the World. But 

now this Poefick Genius has 4eferted Man-* 
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Jtinds add tho* dor Paflions 1»e 4s afcdeftt a% 

tho& of our Aaeeftorv **"* we t»J* * l * n *& 
as they did, yet Lave at ttfefeftt ereefcs 3* 
fcuuiMe Frofe. And e*en » tj^5&*««^i aaft 
/few/, who dlfcoBrfcd ff* njucn cot^rayagjfcat 
agreeable Paffion, bad not the leaft Skill in Pt>e- 

tf ow all this has too tabqh Fancy f h* &"> 
little Truth in it, todcfer+c^ftrioiiiA^Weft 
put Plutarch pvw us another Reafon* Whteti 
fca$ fbmething more of Probability j wfcfeh & 
this, That the Ancients wrote always in Vfevflfe 
whether they treated of Religion Mto^litfo j 
N^raimiolbphyor Oology. &rj*fc*aha 
jffejtody whom every Body a^^Hwies fbr % 
Fo*ts, were PhUoiopfters aHb^ and P*r»mh "\ 
des, Xtnofhmes^ Etnfcdoctti^ J$udoxut % jfukft Tfaflw, j 
whom all Men own for Phityfephers- *eifc £o* 
etstoo. It is very ttrange indeed t^ktP^et^f 
ihould be elder Brother to Profc, aft* that 
Men did not at firft light upon the itoft natu- 
ral and eatle way of exprefllng tjieir Tho&^hts $ 
but it is very probable, that ftiice all th<$r 
Writings were as fo many Precepts, they Were 
fcap'd into meafured Lines, that they: tttefct 
,be the more eafily remembred, and. ther^re 
all their Laws and their Rules of MofaBty 
were in Verfe. By this we may fee that Fbe* * 
try had a much more ferious begmninj* thtofe \ 
ufually imaginM, and that the Mufti have of ^ 
ilate Days mightily deviated from thefr oHgk 
iial Gravity. Who would hnagihe w^t W • 
old Statutes fcbuld by right have bteft written 
in Metre, and Chaucer's Tales in Profe? There 
forasa neoeffity therefore, fey$ Ttkt*rch 7 th*t 
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aotfett OtMks fooold be deliver^ in Verfe*, 
iix«^aIlMatt«rBofimpbrtaBc»wct^fc^fQr^fK^ 
was then willing to follow the Male of thofe 
Times, and whan Profe came afterwards to be 
in eife, he was far being in the Fabian ftifl. 

I am of the lime Opinion my felf, and believe 
that Or*cfcj at firffe gave their Anfwcrs in 
Verft t both th?t they might be more eaily 
rementbred, and to comply with the Cuflwa 
which had condemned Profe to be uftd only in 
trivalDifcourfes. Bot Hiftor y aad Fhiiofcphy 
began to flake off thofe ufeUfs Chains about 
the Reiga of Cyrus * For Tbaks^ who lived at 
that time, writ one,of the Uft Poetic^ Phiiofo* 
phj^s^lnit^ai&contliinaltofpeakiaVerfetili 
about Pyvrh*s\ Pays, as (7tV*-« infQrme us^whkh 
was about two hundred and thirty Years alter 
Cyr*u Whence it appeal that Poetry beii£ 
round fuitabie to the DigiAty of Or<uks r it was 
retailed k Ufc at Ddfbas, as loag as it wfs 
pafKble* til at hrfk plain Profe gcttfag the 
Vi&ary, btrnftt'd it i^ike from theaoe. 

Plutarch could hardly be in earneft, when h^ 
fail, That Qratks wet* therefore at baft pro* 
aoanced in Fro&, bacaefe People begaa to * o* 
qipre dearer Aafwers, and to be weary of the 
Httfteriotts Boasbaft of Verfes. For whether it 
rpts the Gods, m bufctfaeftriefts that fpoke* 

would feiakaaw how Meadurft accufe^em 

r of oucmitr* . 

Sot lie has mote Probability ejy Ms $de $ 
when he pretends, that <P*aphetic^ V4C<&fyta$ 
fell iutto Coatewpflt, by being ia ufc amo^gft 
thafe Fwtime-trikre, j/vtoo ftrQ(|itis about the 
J*gb-wm , were jedbfoited by ,*£e $a**>le : 
^ ' T 4 Npvsr, 
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Uow, the Priefts who belonged to the Tee£ 
pies, fcorn'd to ufe the fame Cuftoms in com- 
mon with thefe Gypfies ; for they thought 
themfehres to be a nobler and graver fort of 
Fortune-tellers ^ which makes a mighty differ 
rence; 111 allure you, , in this great Affair. 

But Plutarch referves his true Reafon till laft ^ 
which is, That informer times Men went to 
confult at Delfhos only about Matters of the 
higheft Confequence •, as Wars, Building of Ci- 
ties, Intereft of Kings and Commonwealths 5 
whereas now a-days, fays he, every ordinary - 
Perfon runs thither to ask the Onaclc, If they 
fcall Marry? If they (hall buy a Slave? If they 
jQiall thrive by their Trade? and when a City 
fends thither, 'tis only to enquire, Whether 
their Lands will yield a good Crop, or their 
Cattlfe increafe ? Tflefe Qtaeftions defcrve aot v 
the trouble of an Anfwer iii Verfe } for if 
jfyoBo ihould take that Pains, he would be like 
thofe Sophifters, who labour mightily to ftow 
their Learning, when there is no proper oc-* 
fafionforit. ~ ,^' 

But I come to that which was the moft effe* 
&ual Caufe of the Ruine of Oracles : The Ro* 
mans made themfelves Mailers of all Greece, 
and thofe Kihdoms founded by Akxandef% Suc- 
cefTors •, and as fobn as the Grecians had fub* 
mitted to the Roman Yoke, from which they, 
had jio hopes of being ever fret, they were no 
longer agitated with the continual Divifions 
andQparel^ which had, wont to harafc thofe 
petty States, whole Interefts were fo mightily 
embroiled-, for their common Mafters made 
f em aty quiet,an4 Peace wgs the Produft of their 

Slaves 
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Slavery. And I thinks the Greeks had never 
happy Days till then ; for they lived in a pro- 
found Tranquiiity,and in perfed Eafej they paf- 
fed their time in their places of Exercife, iji 
their Theatres, and in their Schools of Philo- 
sophy. They had publick Sports, Comedies, 
Deputations and Harangues ; and for Men of 
their Genius, what could he defired more? 
But all this afforded little bufinefs for Oracles, 
and there tfrta very ftldora any occafion to im- 
, portune the Delphian God^ And it is very 
eafieto imagine, that the Priefts wo^ld not 
give themfelves the trouble of anfwering in 
.vVerfe, when they found their Trade fell off^ 
and the Profit of it was not worth the while. 

And as the Romans did the Oracles fome 
prejudice by the Peace which they eftablilh'd 
to Greece; fo they did them more by the flight 
Efteem which they had of 'em themfelves : for 
their Folly didnotlye in tb?tt way j they addift- 
ed themfelves only ra^ the Books of the Sibyls, 
and to the Tufcan Divinations, which were 
performed by the Obftrvations of the Flights 
of Birds, and the Entrails of facrificed Beafts, 
Now the Maxims arid Opinions of the Viftors, 
eafily obtain ampngft the Conquered : and 
therefore it is no wonder that Oracles, being 
a Greek Invention, (hould follow, the Fate of 
Greece { and that as with her they flourifli'd in 
Profperity, fo with her they loft their ancient 
Glory. 

But, for all this, we muft acknowledge, that 
there were fome Oracles in Italy. Tiberim, as 
Suetonius fays, went tQ the Oracle of Geryon 
ftear fadua ^ vvherethere was a certain Spring, 

if 



if we will believe ClmUm, which reftosed 

Speech to the Dumb, and heata ^ fort$ ^ 

pifcafes. $«*muj« fays farther, thai 7tfc»w 

had once a viai to deftroy ail the Or«fc that 

wore «i torn > % W h* was prevented by the 

Muracfc oTth* /Wqfow L^ which* when 

ttey were broaght iip fe»A^w , b£w«B 

tock4a*H«l<L, wore aottobefow* there; 

bar when the Be* w «l wried backto/V^ 

the* they were fawdfc ft ega«. w » 

To thefe Lots of Prmfie and thofe of 

* sun*. -£«*«*, we wiift: add the Lots of 

' ~J®*. * Temple of Afcnwfo whkh 

f% the Yotwger tb*4efcribes the Qr#k*£ 
gtf»wwM, theCod of * curtain Riwer faty* 
?"•'?**, r J^* » «**« ■«* wfcmml; 

t» f*ni* CbtOQUWS m « Mm*n HA*. «rf 
fat Lottmmifift kit Frfm* **d ibt Power af kit 

Cfcpdr, *»fim*f wb*b then met f«m*m **d 
$£*#: jM3ife»u»it ***** thFttkcr 
f mmy «h» htk «w/ which jgm mth m 
Stnms, There it « Bri4& which fotrtta the 

^mlmn^h^thsm^mih4>cBmt. *&& 
h the otfy Rnwof 'ta acuaiataaee tbafrwa* 
Onwriar, for they had e&r Bufiaefs to do 
than to tare Fortune-tellers, 

But there were Oracles at Rome it felf. Ha4 
not «4fttftaM» oae ia his Temple whkh flood 
*n an tbnd m the River T**? These has 

where* the Mirad«s of *4fc*Upivut engr* ' 

'.- . ■ Ten 
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1*n hi Greek. One of the moft ^nfiderable 
of wttch, & this that feHowSj tf afiflated word 
ifcr w4r€ ftbra the Tnfcriptioii : At tbefitme 
tUtte th« Otacle r**de Ait Anjwer ti * hRtid Mm 
mined Cains : Miwbfdgotuke Sacred A\t*r y 
and Kneel down and Hfafhip thrt\ the* topjfom 
the Right-fide to tf# Lift, mdtybwfive Finger* 
torn **# Jk», *** *f&rw*rdttUtf tit Ootid *fon 
htsLsn. After *S *& wJu do*e 7 the hHnd Mm 
wot rejhred to hw 89f»^m tit the Petylt were Wtt- 
petie^ and teflifkd the Jey which *% ret&ved in 
fkitt fitch rmthtf Wonders wronrhtht tbe Htfepof 
our %km*r Antbnbw. Twfo* othtrCtares 
atelefsmiraailotiv, for oneway of aPleurifie 
ahi the ©th*r of a teft of Blood* (both of 
»eft Tery defoetafte DB%*fe* without**©*} fcut 
the God preferred to the ffcfc Perfbns fome 
t^appfesflttdHbny;, wM Wine *n£ certain 
Aflfcs y whfch were tmi^s **at tboft Men who 
are fortWhing ifccretliitoos, wiS fee *pt to fcy 
a¥e meetir H^WRd Retoedfes. 
; the*; ItfcflptfeBS, tor /*» ttort they Srtta. 
Greek, wew certainty done at *w*; forth* 
fbrmof the Letters and the fpelling,do not at all 
feemto befrom the hand of fome Grecian Scul- 
ptor^ Befides, tbo' it be true, that the Ro- 
mans made their Infcriptions in Latin, yet 
they made fome few in Greek, efpeciafly when 
they had Ibme particular reafon for it. Now 
it is very probable, that no other Language 
but Greek was ufed in the Temple of ^Sfcidafi- 
us y because he was originally a Grecian God, 
and brought to Rome in that great Plague, of 
^hich 'every one knows the StQry, 

This 



140 The Hiftory of Oricles. 

Thus we fee that the Oracle of v£fcuUpm$ 
was not of a Roman Inftitution : and I doubt 
not, but that if it were an Enquiry worth the 
while, moft of the Italian Oracles would be 
found to be of a Greek Original. 

However it be, the fmalnefs of the Number 
of the Italian Oracles ^ and even of thofe that 
were at &om it felf, makes but a very inconfi- 
derable Exception to the generality of the No- 
tion which we propofe. *&fcnkpi*s dealt on- 
ly in Phyfick, and concerned not himfelf in 
Matters of Government : and tho* he had a 
rare Knack at making blind Men fee, yet- 1 
believe the Senate would have been loath to 
have depended upon his Advice in a Cafe even 
of the finalleft importance. Private Perfons 
amongft the Romans might give what Credit - 
they lifted to Oracles - y but the State had little > 
Faith in them. Thus the Sibyls Books and the 
Entrails of Beafts governed all* And fo a 
vaft number of Gods fell into Contempt, when 
People took notice that the Mailers of the 
World would not vouchfafe to confult 'em. 
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CHAP. yi. 

The feeond ftrticuUr Caufe of the Ce (Tat ion 
of Oracles. . 

TQUt I meet with a Difficulty in this Bufi- 
±} nefs, that I will not conceal : For if a- 
bout the timftof Pyrrhns, Apotto was reduced to 
Profe, this implies, that Otacles began then 
to grow into Difcredit, and yet the Romans 
were not Mailers of Greece till a long time af- 
ter Pyrrbus ; and between the Reign of Pyrrhus 
and the Romans Conqueft of Greece, there were 
as many Wars and Commotions in that Coun- 
try as ever , and by confequence as many im- 
portant Subjects to confult the God of Delpkos 
about. ... • . 
—- This indeed is true ; but we muft aiib ob- 
serve that about the time of Akxmder the 
Great, a little before Pyrrhtfs Days, there ap- 
pear'd in Greece certain great Seels of Philofo- 
phers, fuch as the Peripateticks and Epicure- 
ans, who made a Mock of Oracles'. The Epicu- 
reans efpecially made Sport with the paltry 
Poetry that came from Delphos. For the Priefts 
hammered out their Verfes as well as they 
could, and they oftentimes committed Faults 
againft the common Rules of Profodia. Now 
thofe fleering Philofophers were mightily con- 
cerned that Apotto, the very God of Poetry 
mould come fo far behind Homer, who was but 
•a meer Mortal, and was beholding to the fame 
Apollo for his Inspirations. 

It 



*4* TUHtfiotjifQwfa. 

It was to little purpofe to excufe the matter^ 
by laying, that the b&4nefs of the Vcrfes was a 
kind of Teftimony that they were made by a 
Co^whoiiciUyibQn'dtobetyedwtQRqto 
and to be confined to the Beauty of a Style. 
For this made no impreffion upon the Huitfb* 
phers -, who, to turn his AAfaer into Ridicule, 
compared it to the Story of a Fainter who fet- 
ing hired ta draw the f i&ur e of a Horfe tbAr 
Mingo© hi$ B4Ck upon the Ground, drew ont 
tunning ferV foecd : and when he was told,that 
this was net tbcb & Pi&trrtas wasbeipoke, he 
turned it upfide down, and then asfttt if the 
Hot ft did not tumble upon his hack now. Thus 
theft FhiJofopher* jeered fitch fleribns, wh* 
by a way of arguing that would fcrve both 
ways, could eqtwmy proire that the Verffes wer* 
made by a Cod, whether they we*e good ot 
bad. 

So fhatat length this Ptiefts of fidph&f being 
quite baffled with the Rattier ies of thofe leaf a* 
ed Wits, renounced all Verfcs^at leaft as tQtfct 
freaking them from the Trip**, foi there w»e 
ftil! feme Poets mamtainfd in the Temple, Who 
at Jeffute turned into Vcrfe, what tlie Dfrine 
firry had inffrired the Pithian Pmfttfs wfttaA 
In P rofe. It was very pretty, that Met could 
not be contented to take the Orach jfufl: as k 
tame piping hot from the Mouth of their God. 
But perhaps, when they had come a great 
w*y ft* it> thcy\thought it would look filly to 
tto carry howie anWacfe in Profe. 

Nay the Gads, Ibeing willing to keep *p the 
*fe of Vtrfes as long as ever they could, did 
now and then ft^op to borrow a line or twe 

out 



out of Homer ^ whofe Poetry, it teems, was 
better than their own* Of this there are a- 
bundance of Examples ; but, both this<i bor- 
rowiu of Verfes, and keeping Poets at ftandf 
ing wages in their Temples, may well pafs for 
good Arguments that the old natural Poetry Of 
Oracles had mightily loft its Reputation. 

Bfit theft great Seft* of PhUoTophers, Eife-' 
mies to Oratks^xmS: need* hare done thent a 
more efftntial prejudice than the bare redu- 
cing them 1 6 Pro ft : Ftoqueftionlefs theyo* 
petm the Eyes of a great many rational Pefu 
lbns, and evtnamongft the Populace they made 
the Infeffibifity off thofir tilings lye under more 
lWpirionthatiithftd donebdfore. For when 
&tmcUs firft crept out Into the World, PfeUo- 
fophybad not ytft uppewU 
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C H A P. VII. ' 

The laH particular Caufes of the Ceffathn 
of Oracles* 

THe Cheats of Oracles were fo grofs, that 
at laft they were difcovered by a thou- 
fend feveral Accidentss I fuppofe that Ora- 
cles were at ^firft entertained with Greedinefs 
and Joy, becaufe that nothing could be more 
convenient than to have Gods always ready at 
band to anfwer every Queftion that might be 
fuggefted by Uneafinefs or CurioGty : And I fan- 
fie,that it was with a great dftal Relu&ancy that. 
People parted with this fuppofed Convenien- 
cy; and that Qracles would never have come 
to an end as long as Heatheriifm lafted, if thjey 
had not been the moft impertinent Things in 
the World. But at laft Men were forced to 
yield to their own Experiences and fuffer them- 
felves t» be difabufed. 

To this, the Priefts gave no fmall help by 
the extreme Impudence which they ufed in 
the Exercifeof their falfe Miniftry j for they 
thought that things were brought to fuch a 
Point, that there was no Occafion for any Cir- 
cumfpe&ion. 

I fay nothing of the Waggilhnefs of the Ora- 
cles, which they fometimes delivered : Forex- 
*j*u~^ ample. * To a Man that came to 
"*"*• ask of the Deity, What hejboald do 
to grow rich f He anfwered very pleafantly, 
That he need do no more than get all the Land be* 

'*♦ twectt 
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f tween Sycione and Corinth. And fometimes 

t the Confulter would make free with the God. 

X Telmon y fleeping in the Temple of v£fatiapiHf y 

[ to learn of him how to cure his Gout, the God 

; appeared to him and told him, That he tm& 

J akftain jhm cdd* Drink. Pokmon replied, Ton 

J would be fnzJfd then, my good Friend, if yon were 

confnlted about an Ox t But thefe were hut th6 

Gayeties and Frolicks of the Priefts, who Would 

fometimes both give arid take a Jeft. 

But it was ftill more remarkable, that the 
Gods never failed to fall in love with the fair 
Ladies j for they mult come and pafs away the 
Nights in their Temples , tricked up for the 
purpofe by their own Husbands, and furnifli- 
; ed with Prefents to make the God amends for 
: his Pains. 'Tis not t6 be doubted, but that 
the .Doors of the Temple were (hut up in the 
fight of the whole World, but who could fecure 
theHusbandsagainft the Paffages underGround? 
For my part, I do not queftion but fuch In- 
trigues were often pra&iled. And Herodotus 
writes, that in the eighth and uppermdfl: Sto- 
ry of that lofty Tower belonging to the Tem- 
ple of Belus in Babylon, there was a magnificent 
Bed, where there lay every Night a pretty 
-Woman felefted by the God. The like was 
done at Thebes in Egyft : And when the Prieft- 
eft of the Oracle of Patara in Lycia was to pro- 
phefie, fhe muft firft take 3. Night's Lodging 
aH alone in the Temple , whither ApoRo came 
(forfooth) to inftire her. 

All thefe things were pra&ifed during the 
darkeft Mills of Paganifm, , and in times when 
Heathen Ceremonies were not to be contra- 

V difted; 
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di&ed ; but in the view of the very Chriftians 
themfelves Saturn of Alexandria had fiich Wo- 
men brought in the Night to his Temple, as 
he thought fit to chufe by the Mouth of his 
Prieft Tyrannns. Many Women had received 
this Honour with a great deal of devout Re- 
fped, and none of them made any Complaints 
of Saturn , tho' he was the oldeft and the leaft 
Gallant of all the Gods. But at laft there was 
one, who having had her Night's Lodging in 
the Temple, confidered with her felf, that no- 
thing had pafled there, but what mortal Man 
was capable of performing, and Tyramiis could 
have done hipfelf : And 10 (he acquainted her 
Husband with her Sufpicion, who hereupon ac- 
cufed Tyr annus. The unhappy Prieft confeffed 
all $ ana the Lord knows what a Scandal this 
gave to the Inhabitants of Alexandria. 

Thus th? Wickcdnefs of the Priefts, their 
Infolence, and fevehd Chances that had difco- 
vered their Cheats, and the Obfcurity, Uncer- 
tainty and Falfenefs of their Anfwers would at 
laft have quite ruined the Reputation of Ora- 
€ks y and entirely abolilhed them, even if Hea- 
thenifm had not been come to a Period. But 
the thing became more unavoidable by the Ad- 
dition of other Foreign Reafons : Such as firft 
the Raillery of the Grecian Philpfophers •, then 
the little life the Romans had always of them ; 
and laft of all the Chriftians utter Deleftation 
of them, and putting a fujl End to them ?n<| 
Faganifin together, 
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